
who cares about social justice?

A series of 5 lessons for KS4 exploring issues of human rights, social justice and exploitation.

Lesson 1: What are Human Rights, and why do Christians care about them?

Phase One Phase Two

Phase Three Phase Four 

Display the image of Eleanor Roosevelt holding the UDHR.

Split the class into small groups or pairs. Give each pair an answer card. 

Read the accompanying sheet and pose the questions given. Students should look at their answer cards

and identify whether or not they "are the answer". If they think they have the card that provides an

answer to your question, they should stand up, say "I am the answer" and then tell you why they think

they are the answer to the question.

Hand out envelopes containing the articles of the UDHR along with the Christian Teaching sheet to

students in groups of 3-5.

Students should imagine that they are setting up their own, new island and that this island is going to

reflect Christian beliefs.

They should pick the 9 rights that they think would be most important to Christians. To do this, they will

use their own prior knowledge and the information contained on the Christian Teachings sheet.

Once they have identified the 9 rights that they are going to guarantee all their new residents, they

should start to think about how they might prioritise these and place them in a Diamond Nine formation.

They need to discuss and negotiate this activity as a team and reach an outcome with which they are all

happy/satisfied will fulfil the brief that they have been given.

Each group will select 2 "Ambassadors". The "Ambassadors" will visit another island to see what rights

they are providing their citizens with and why, in the meantime, the rest of the group will stay on their

own island and host 2 ambassadors.

If your school policy allows the use of mobiles in lessons, the ambassadors should take a photo of their

own group's diamond nine, otherwise they will need to make a note of their decisions. 

The groups explain their decisions to the ambassadors, who in turn share the decisions that their groups

have made. They should try to convince each other to adapt their decisions as well as defending their own.

After up to 10 minutes, the ambassadors return to their islands and share what they have found out. Each

group then has 5 minutes to decide whether they want to make any changes to their island.

Using whiteboards to respond, students should show which Christian teachings support which rights. The

teacher calls out rights such as Equal rights for women; religious freedom; LGBT rights; education; a good

standard of living.

Students work out which teachings they could use to suggest that Christians would be in support of these

rights, note down the reference on a mini whiteboard and hold it up.

A match up activity is also provided if you prefer.



who cares about social justice?

A series of 5 lessons for KS4 exploring issues of human rights, social justice and exploitation.

Lesson 2: What is the relationship between rights and responsibilities?

Phase One Phase Two

Phase Three Phase Four 

Provide students with a copy of your school's code of conduct and ask them to read through it. They

should highlight the rules that are there to protect other's right to an education.

Feedback and discuss the link between having a right to something and also having a responsibility to

a)ensure that others also get that right and b)to make the most of the opportunities that having that

right affords us.

Ask students to come up with examples of responsibilities they have because of the rights they have - it's

fine to use domestic examples here, rather than just the big ideas. For example, if they have the right to

live in a nice environment then they have a responsibility to help with housework etc.

Students will need the work they completed on their islands during the previous session.

As a class, use the negotiated assessment grids to identify 2-3 criteria that they will need to include in

their plans for the island in order to fulfil the brief they were given and to ensure that the islands they

create represent the Christian view of justice. For example, they need to find a way to make sure that the

rights they say they are giving people are protected or they have to make sure that they way that rights

are enforced doesn't go against Christian teachings.

They should then create a set of laws, using the negotiated assessment grids to help them, that will help

to protect the rights of the citizens of their island.

Students present their islands to the class. 

Each island should then be peer assessed using the negotiated assessment list.

Ask students to complete an exam style question, to suit your own syllabus, that looks at the Christian

view of Human Rights and justice.



who cares about social justice?

A series of 5 lessons for KS4 exploring issues of human rights, social justice and exploitation.

Lesson 3: Why are some people in poverty?

Phase One Phase Two

Phase Three Phase Four 

Ask students to take a blank piece of paper and fold it into 6 or 8 squares. They should then think about

what they think are the basic necessities of life and write one or two ideas down in the squares (one idea

per square).

Allow students some time now to circulate around the room and gather ideas from other people. Once they

have all their squares filled in they should take a seat and cut/tear the squares out.

Students should then put the basic necessities that they have gathered into priority order.

Take some time to discuss the student's ideas and the reasons why they have used the priority order that

they have.

before the lesson, print the information sheets about the causes of poverty and stick them up around the

room (or outside if your context allows for this).

Students should work in groups of 4-6.

One member each group has 3 minutes to go and look at one poster - they can take a sheet of paper and a

pen with them but they mustn't write down any words. They can use pictures and symbols to record the

information about a particular cause of poverty. Once they have had their 3 minutes, they should return to

the group and feedback on that cause of poverty. The group completes that aspect of the worksheet.

Repeat until the groups have visited each poster. 

Using the information that they have gathered, the groups now work to produce a short piece of writing to

answer the question "Why might poverty lead to exploitation?"

Students feedback to the class, explaining their response to the question. 

Allow some time now for students to add to their responses.

What's in the box?

Choose one cause of poverty, write it down and place it in an envelope.

Have the students work in the same groups that they have been throughout the lesson. Each group may

ask one question about the cause of poverty, to try and work out which one is in the envelope. They will

need to listen the the questions other groups ask and the answers that the receive - otherwise they may

ask the same question and waste theirs. Do at least one round of questions before giving anyone the

opportunity to try and guess which cause of poverty you have selected.



who cares about social justice?

A series of 5 lessons for KS4 exploring issues of human rights, social justice and exploitation.

Lesson 4: How are the poor exploited?

Phase One Phase Two

Phase Three Phase Four 

Stick blank sheets of sugar paper up around the room and place the students into relay teams. How many

team you have will really depend on the space that you have available, 5 per team is a good number to

work with.

Pose the question - how are the poor exploited?

Each team should line up in front of a piece of sugar paper, give each team a felt pen. Only one person

from each team can have the pen at any one time. The first person in each team writes down an idea on

the sheet about the ways in which the poor can be exploited, they then pass the pen to the next person in

their team who does the same.

Set a time limit of 3-4 minutes for the teams to come up with as many ideas as they can.

Unfair pay

Interest payments on loans

Human Trafficking

Criminal gangs

Set the students up to complete the marketplace activity on exploitation. They will investigate:

Each student comes up with "one small thing" that they could personally do to help prevent the

exploitation of the poor. They write their idea down on a post it note and stick them on the board or a

shared table. They should look at the ideas that other students have come up with and try to put their

post it with similar ideas.

Students collate the information that they have gathered using the accompanying worksheet.

They now need to reflect on whose responsibility the exploitation of the poor is and whether or not it is

something that they have any responsibility for or power over. Use dry wipe pens (have baby wipes to

hand for cleaning up after) to carry out a silent debate. Students write the question - whose

responsibility is it to prevent exploitation? - in the centre of their group table. They then, in silence, add

their ideas around the question using the dry wipe pens. Encourage them to build on each others ideas,

indicating links by drawing a line between ideas, agreeing with ideas by circling them and disagreeing by

drawing a square around them and explaining why they agree/disagree. Allow at least 5 minutes for the

silent debate. You can then have a whole class feedback session or move students around the groups so

they engage with different ideas and opinions in this way.



who cares about social justice?

A series of 5 lessons for KS4 exploring issues of human rights, social justice and exploitation.

Lesson 5: What do Christians think about the exploitation of the poor?

Phase One Phase Two

Phase Three Phase Four 

Put the students into small groups (up to 4), give each group a large piece of paper and some modelling

clay.

Read out the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats. The students should listen and not touch the clay at this

point. Once you have told the story, they have 4 minutes to create models in clay to represent the

different parts of the story.

After 4 minutes, they should put their models on the paper. 

Allow the students time to then circulate around the classroom and try to label the different parts of each

others models. 

Students should carry out some research now on the work of The Clewer Initiative.

Use www.theclewerinitiative.org to find out more about what the group does and why.

If you do not have class access to the internet, you may wish to use the site to prepare some information

beforehand or you could print off some of the information sheets that are available on their website.

Hand out the Christian Teachings sheet.

Students should use the sheet, their understanding of the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats and the

information that they have gathered on Clewer to "sell" the group and encourage other Christians to

support it.

They could present their sales pitch in the style of Dragons Den or they could produce a short

performance in the style of a TikTok video to promote the work of Clewer.

Complete an exam style question on Christian attitudes towards the exploitation of the poor.


