
The Universal Declaration of Human

Rights.

Why do you think that the UDHR was set up after World War II?

What was the purpose of the UN?

Who was Eleanor Roosevelt?

How do we know that the declaration applies to everyone?

Do countries HAVE to follow the UNDR?

World War II had been fought from 1939 to 1945. The war had cost many millions of lives and many had been left starving and homeless across Europe and

Asia. There wasn't a country in the world that was not somehow affected by World War II. 

In April of 1945, representatives from 50 different countries met in San Francisco. The goal of this meeting was to establish an international body that

would work together in order to promote peace across the world and prevent future wars.  This group would become known as The United Nations and was

officially established on 24th October 1945 (since then the 24th October has been known as United Nations Day and is celebrated all over the world).

By 1948, the UN had established a Human Rights Commission, This commission was led by Eleanor Roosevelt and they set out to draft a list of basic rights

that they believed every human being in the world should be able to claim. The UNDR is set out as 30 "articles". each article explains a right that all

human beings ought to have regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality, gender, faith or language. It begins by stating that all humans beings are born "free

and equal in dignity and rights".

The member states of the United Nations agreed to work together and promote the thirty Articles of human rights contained in the document. Many of

these rights are now part of the laws of many democratic nations.

I am the answer...

The UDHR was set up after the War

because of the atrocities that had

occurred. Agreeing a set of human

rights might prevent this in future.

I am the answer...

The UN had the goal of promoting peace

throughout the world and preventing

future wars from happening.

I am the answer...

Eleanor Roosevelt was the widow of

President Roosevelt. She led the

commission that created the UDHR.

I am the answer...

The declaration starts by stating that all

human beings are free and equal. It is

written in universalistic language to

show that it is meant for everyone.

I am the answer...

The UNDR is not legally binding. But

many democratic nations have included

aspects of the UNDR in their own laws.


