
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATHEDRAL AND COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER 

 

7/4/2022 

Dear members of the cathedral community, 

 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 

Details of all our services and events to mark Holy Week and celebrate 

Easter are in the seasonal booklet available from the Cathedral and 
listed on our Website: https://www.elycathedral.org/worship/lent-

holy-week-and-easter. There is no need to prebook any seats for 

services this year and you’ll find a rich variety of ways to engage with 

the meaning of Christ’s passion and resurrection. 

 

 

ELY CATHEDRAL ONLINE SHOP 

We have just (today) launched a new online shop. Over 100 products are 

available to buy including books, gifts, devotional items, and 

accessories, with a plan to expand the range over the year. 

All profits help fund the life and work of the Cathedral. As 

part of our commitment to becoming carbon neutral by 

2030, we use Eco friendly packaging. Enter the shop by 

clicking on the button on the top right of our website’s home 

page or by using this link: www.elycathedral.org/shop 

 

 

THE ART OF EASTER 

This Saturday, 9 April, Fiona Lucraft will lead a study day in the 

Etheldreda Room at the Cathedral Centre from 10am to 1pm. She 

will explore some classic and more modern images of Passiontide and 

Easter in art, in a session which will give input and ask for reflection 

and questions. Tickets are free but please reserve a place via the link 

on this page. https://www.elycathedral.org/events/art-of-easter 

 

 

MALIKA BOOKER’S PASSIONTIDE POETRY 

Malika Booker recently read her poems ‘Nine Nights’ and ‘'The 

Garden of Gethsemane' in events held in conversation with the 

novelist Francis Spufford. The poems ponder the events of Holy Week 
but are located in a modern Caribbean setting. ‘Nine Nights' focuses 

on the raising of Lazarus and on 'The Garden of Gethsemane' reflects 

on Jesus’ agony in the garden the night of his arrest. Recordings of the 

poetry and conversation are available via the links below:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WU_HBxT3_uk  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=li-gJ6t9Zq8 

https://www.elycathedral.org/worship/lent-holy-week-and-easter
https://www.elycathedral.org/worship/lent-holy-week-and-easter
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PILGRIMS ON THE WAY 

A group of thirty pilgrims from Bury St Edmunds set off from Ely 

after the Eucharist on Monday. They gathered to retrace the 

route likely to have been taken by Ely monks when they went on 

mission to establish a monastery at Bury. The walk was arranged 

as part of the celebration to mark a thousand years since the 

establishment of the Abbey of St Edmund. Canons Jessica and 

James sent them off (into the morning drizzle, alas) with prayers 

and good wishes.  

 

 

SUPPORT FOR UKRAINIANS 

Ukraine Lifeline has now sent seven lorries to its Poland distribution centre. Details of what 

can be donated and where are on the website: www.ukrainelifeline.com. Donation points 

include Clip'so, 7 Newnham Street, Ely. A Facebook group has 
been set up for those who are sponsoring or giving a home to 

Ukrainian families in and around the Ely area and other locals 

who can offer support. The link is here. The Ely Refugee 

Resettlement Campaign https://elyrrc.co.uk/ has experience of 

helping refugees in Ely and offer information about the 

sponsorship process. The orchestral and choral “flash mob” 

concert outside the Cathedral on Sunday 3 April raised over £3,000 for victims of the 

Ukrainian war. In addition to all this, Christians Together in Ely are setting up a support group 

for prospective and actual host families. The first meeting of this group will be at 6.30pm on 

Thursday 21April at the Cathedral Centre. Please let Jenny Gage know if you are coming: 

jenny.gage@elycathedral.org. 

 

 

THE BEREAVEMENT JOURNEY 

Judy Sansom and I will be repeating this six-session course 

on Thursday afternoons after Easter from 21 April to 26 

May. The 90 minute sessions begin at 2.00pm in the 

Cathedral Centre. It is free to attend and open to all. Do 

come, even if your experience of bereavement began some 

time ago. Please let me know if you wish to come. 

j.reveley@elycathedral.org  or 01353 660302. Click here for an introduction to the course. 

 

 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 15-21 May  

A plant stall, supported by several Ely churches, will be held outside the Cathedral Centre on 

the morning of Saturday 14 May.  If you can provide plants or help 

in any way, please contact Janet Fairweather, 

(janetannefairweather@gmail.com, 01353 665047). In the absence 

of house-to-house collections, please contact John Marshall with 

offers of help for alternative fund-raising activities 
(jandrmarshall68@yahoo.co.uk, 01353 664927). A joint service will be held at Ely Methodist 

Church on Sunday 15 May at 6.30pm. 
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A ROYAL VISIT AND A TABLE FOR THE NATION 

Jonathan Bell, COO, writes: I’m very pleased to share with you the news that HRH The 

Princess Royal will be visiting the Cathedral on behalf of HM The Queen on Tuesday 17 May 

to unveil ‘A Table for the Nation’. The table is made from a 5,000 

year old oak tree 

discovered in fenland in 

2012, the year of the 

Queen’s Diamond 

Jubilee. The table is 

around twelve metres 

long by just under one metre wide. It will be brought 

into the Cathedral on Monday 9 May and remain here 

until shortly before Easter 2023.  It will mainly reside 

in the north aisle of the nave. More information is available here: 

https://www.thefenlandblackoakproject.co.uk/. We are expecting around 200-300 invited 
guests on 17 May for the unveiling and the Cathedral will be closed to the visiting public on 

that day, and (probably) on Monday 16 May too, for security. 

 

 

A PRAYER AT PASSIONTIDE 

 

Lord Jesus,  

by the loneliness of your suffering on the cross,  

be near to all who are desolate and in pain or sorrow this day.  

May your presence transform their sorrow into comfort  

and, in fellowship with you, may they find peace,  

for your mercy’s sake.  

Amen.  

 

 

With best regards,  

 

 

 

 

 

The Revd Canon James Reveley 

Residentiary Canon for Congregation and Community 
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