
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATHEDRAL AND COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER 

 

5/5/2022 

Dear members of the cathedral community, 

 

THE RETURN OF THE CHALICE 

The restrictions on sharing the common cup have now been lifted and 

the cathedral will be reintroducing the option for congregations to 
receive consecrated wine at Eucharistic services very shortly. Should 

you prefer to continue to receive the bread only, please feel entirely 

free to do so and indicate this ideally by stepping up from the altar rail 

before the wine is offered. Please note that we continue not to permit 

the intinction or dipping of bread into the wine. The Church has always said that to receive 

either the bread or wine alone is still fully to receive the sacrament.   

 

ELY CATHEDRAL ANNUAL REVIEW 

The newly published annual review is now available on our 

website here and in printed form from the Chapter Office. 

The 24-page document looks back over the worship, 

outreach, and commercial activities of the last year in an 

accessible format full of photos and concise in language. 

Please access a copy and celebrate what has been achieved under challenging conditions. 

 

SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE 

The next meeting of the Ely support group for Ukraine is this evening (Thursday 5 May) at 

6.30pm in the Cathedral Centre. This meeting is open to all actual and potential hosts of 

Ukrainian refugees and all looking to support that work. There will be some input from 

those with expertise in safeguarding and liaison with the council. Please contact Jenny Gage 

for further information and for details of forthcoming meetings. 

 

CATHEDRAL LITTER PICKERS 

Ely Cathedral Litter Pickers meet on 7 May and every first Saturday of the month at 8am 

outside the cathedral’s south door. Contact Sue Holgate, smholgate@outlook.com, for 

more information and to ensure there is a hi-viz jacket and everything else you need ready 

for you. The Litter Pickers finish their stint with coffee and cake.  

 

A ROYAL VISIT AND A TABLE FOR THE NATION 

Jonathan Bell, COO, writes: I’m very pleased to share with you the 
news that HRH The Princess Royal will be visiting the cathedral on 

behalf of HM The Queen on Tuesday 17 May to unveil ‘A Table for 

the Nation’. The table is made from a 5,000 year old oak tree 

discovered in fenland in 2012, the year of the Queen’s Diamond 

Jubilee.  

https://www.elycathedral.org/about/policies-and-procedures/reports-and-documents


The table is around twelve metres long by just under one metre wide. It will be brought into 

the cathedral on Monday 9 May and remain here until shortly before Easter 2023.  It will 

mainly reside in the north aisle of the nave. More information is available here: 

https://www.thefenlandblackoakproject.co.uk/. We are expecting around 200-300 invited 

guests on 17 May for the unveiling and the cathedral will be closed to the visiting public on 

that day, and (probably) on Monday 16 May too, for security. 

 

THE CATHEDRAL BY NIGHT 

Come and explore your wonderful cathedral by night on Saturday 

14 May at 7.30pm, free of charge. There will be experienced guides 

on hand offering tours of the ground floor. Children and families 

can participate in the Fantastic Beast Scavenger Hunt. This self-led 

hunt, with the help of torches, guides you around the building in 

search of all the fantastical beasts, whilst picking up clues from each 

location. There will be prizes available for all the successful trail 
hunters! Follow this link for more information https://www.elycathedral.org/events/ely-

cathedral-at-night 

 

ON BEING TRANS 

On Tuesday 17 May at 7.30pm St Andrew’s Church Soham is hosting a talk by Oliver 

Cannon, a final year medical student and trans man, entitled Being Trans: An Experience. All 

are welcome to hear what Oliver has to say. Entrance is free. 

 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK  

A joint service for Christian Aid Week will be held at Ely 

Methodist Church on Sunday 15 May at 6.00pm. The speaker will 

be Revd Catherine Dixon. Light refreshments will be available 

after the service. A plant sale will be held on Saturday 14 May 

between 9.00am and 1.00pm at the Cathedral Centre. Offers of 

help will be gratefully received by Janet Fairweather (01353 665047). Plants for sale may be 

delivered to the Cathedral Centre forecourt, on Friday 13 May between 5 and 6 p.m. 

 

THE WAY OF LIFE 

All are welcome to Powcher’s Hall on Saturday 21 May from 8.45-9.45am for croissants, 

orange juice, excellent coffee and an opportunity to reflect on one of the readings set for 

the following Sunday. This time Dr Jenny Gage will reflect on Revelation 21.10-22.5 The River 

of the Water of Life to explore with us how, in our daily living, we might tread lightly on the 

earth. For more information, contact Canon Jessica Martin, jessica.martin@elycathedral.org. 

 

ASCENSION DAY 

Ascension Day, Thursday 26 May, will be celebrated with said Eucharist 

services at 8.00am and 12.10pm, and a Sung Eucharist at 6.30pm. At the 

evening service, the girl and boy choristers will join with the lay clerks to 

lead the music and The Dean will give the sermon. Ascension Day marks 

the forty days after Easter and recalls Christ rising into heaven at the end 
of his earthly ministry. Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thefenlandblackoakproject.co.uk/W
https://www.elycathedral.org/events/ely-cathedral-at-night
https://www.elycathedral.org/events/ely-cathedral-at-night


JUBILEE CATHEDRAL PUDDINGS 

On Thursday 2 June, as a start to the cathedral Jubilee celebrations, 

the Pastoral Hospitality Team are challenging you to make or bake a 

cold dessert, pudding or cake to serve twelve people. This 

competition will take place in the Lady Chapel between 3.30-5.00pm. 

Local food celebrity Norah Gardner and Canon Garrard will judge 

the puddings at 3.00pm. Pick up an entry form from the box outside 

the Vergers’ Vestry (deadline for entries 26 May). For more 

information, please talk to Eunice Reddish or Bev Sweet. Do come 

along at 3.30pm on 2 June when the doors will open for the 

congregation to taste the puddings. No need to book tickets. The 

cost on the door will be £1 for a bowl and a teaspoon!  

 

COMMUNITY FORUM 

The next meeting of the Cathedral Community Forum will be after the 10.30 Sung Eucharist 
on Trinity Sunday, 12 June. The meeting will once again be followed by an optional light 

lunch in the Lady Chapel. More details with information of how to book for lunch will be in 

next month’s newsletter. 

 

ECO CHURCH CONFERENCE 

Six cathedrals in the east of England are joining forces to host an 

online conference on Saturday 18th June, to help churches to 

play their part in achieving the Church of England’s goal of ‘net 

carbon zero by 2030’. The conference will take place via Zoom, 

from 10.00am until 1.00pm. Anyone is welcome to attend. 

Amongst the keynote speakers and workshop leaders in 2022 

will be representatives of A Rocha Eco Church, Caring for God’s 

Acre, Christian Aid, Climate Stewards, a conservation architect 

and others involved in aspects of the church’s environmental engagement. Attendance at the 

conference is free of charge but registration in advance is essential. Full details and 

registration links are available on the Sustainable Living Conference website here: 

www.sustaininggodscreation.org 

 

PLOUGHMAN’S LUNCH & STAWBERRIES AND CREAM 

You are invited to a Congregation and Community Lunch to be held in the 

Bishop’s Garden after coffee following the 10.30am Eucharist on Sunday 10 

July. Tickets (£5 adults, £2 for under 16s) will be available from 5 June. 

Please reserve the date. 

 

 

EAST CAMBS SOCIAL CAR SCHEME.  

Do you have difficulty using conventional public transport? Do you need to 

get to the doctors, dentist, clinic or hospital for an appointment or  visit? 

Do you need to be dropped off at the supermarket or shops? If yes, then 

the social car scheme can help. It costs 45p per mile from the driver’s 
home and back. There is a minimum charge of £6. The scheme is operated 

entirely by volunteers. Telephone 01353 666553 or visit 

https://www.vcaec.org.uk/east-cambs-social-car-scheme.html for information or 

to volunteer. 

 

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/
https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/
https://www.climatestewards.org/
http://www.sustaininggodscreation.org/
https://www.vcaec.org.uk/east-cambs-social-car-scheme.html


 

ELY FOODBANK TREASURER 

Ely Foodbank is a highly respected charity across our area. Due to an existing trustee 

moving away they are looking for a person who is reliable, enthusiastic, and of good standing 

and integrity. This person should be able to operate the accounts on behalf of the charity 

with proper controls and governance. Further information from Karl Relton: 

karl@elyfoodbank.org.uk or call 01353 468626. 

 

ELY CATHEDRAL ONLINE SHOP 

The online shop is up and running. Over 100 products are available to 

buy including books, gifts, devotional items, and accessories, with a plan 

to expand the range over the year. All profits help fund the life and 

work of the cathedral. As part of our commitment to becoming carbon 

neutral by 2030, we use Eco friendly packaging. Enter the shop by 

clicking on the button on the top right of our website’s home page or 
by using this link: www.elycathedral.org/shop 

 

EDWARD BEAR’S DONATION 

A special collection was taken at the Edward Bear parent and child group meetings during 

Lent in support of the Unicef Jab Twinning Campaign. The collection came to £48 which was 

topped up with a donation of £30 making the total donation £78. Eileen Thompson writes, 

‘This has gone to the fund to help protect health workers and the most vulnerable people 

across the globe. A big thank you to our mums and dads.’ 
 

LIVESTREAMING 

Don’t forget that Sunday services are livestreamed to the cathedral YouTube channel so 

that if you can’t be present, you can still participate in the worship. The volunteer team also 

streams Tuesday and Wednesday evensong when the choristers sing, along with certain 

other services and the streams generally remain visible for a week after each event. See 

www.youtube.com/c/ElyCathedralCambridge or search through the diary facility on the 

cathedral website.  

 

A PRAYER FOR EASTERTIDE  

 

Risen Lord, 
give us a heart for simple things. 

Love, laughter, bread, wine and dreams. 

Fill us with green growing hope. 

Make us a people whose song is Alleluia, 

whose sign is peace, 

and whose name is love. 

Amen. 

John Hencher 1990 

 

With best regards,  

 

 

 

 

The Revd Canon James Reveley 

http://www.elycathedral.org/shop
http://www.youtube.com/c/ElyCathedralCambridge


Residentiary Canon for Congregation and Community 


