
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATHEDRAL AND COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER 

 

26/5/2022 

Dear members of the Cathedral community, 

 

ASCENSION DAY 

Today is Ascension Day. A Sung Eucharist will be celebrated at 6.30pm. 

The girl and boy choristers join with lay clerks to lead the music and 
The Dean will give the sermon. Ascension Day marks the forty days 

after Easter and recalls Christ rising into heaven at the end of his 

earthly ministry. Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia!  

 

JUNIOR CHURCH 

Inspired by the exhibition pieces in the Lady Chapel and the fall of 

the tower 700 years ago, Junior Church recently welcomed artist 

Diana Watts to help the children to make clay towers and other 

pieces (see photograph). June Massey writes: “The children thought 

that the large painting of Etheldreda makes her look friendly, 

'ordinary' and kind, but very strong. The painting made her seem 

'real' to the children and her story was more powerful. A few weeks 

ago, we had discovered, through Thomas' story, how we know that 

things are 'real'. Although we could not see, hear or feel Etheldreda 

in 2022, the picture gave us an idea of what she may have been like if 

we had met her! As we were only in the Lady Chapel we looked at 

some of the work in the Cathedral via the exhibition app on my phone!”. 

 

CATHEDRAL LITTER PICKERS 

The group meets next on Saturday 4 June at 8.00am outside the Cathedral South Door. 

Contact Sue Holgate, smholgate@outlook.com, for more information and to ensure there 

is a hi-viz jacket and everything else you need ready for you. The Litter Pickers finish their 

stint with coffee and cake.  

 

HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST SUMMER TOURS 

These tours are open to all and free of charge. Each tour starts at 2.30pm at the first church 

named. Those who wish to can stay after the tour of the final church, where tea is served, 

and a short service of Evening Prayer is said. For more information visit: Camhct.uk 

Sunday 12 June:  

• Hamerton, All Saints / Steeple Gidding, St Andrew / Little Gidding, St John 

Sunday 10 July:  

• Shepreth, All Saints / Foxton, St Laurence / Newton, St Margaret 

Sunday 14 August:  

• Elm, All Saints / Outwell, St Clement / Upwell, St Peter 

https://camhct.uk/


NEWS FROM CHAPTER 

Jonathan Bell, Chief Operating Officer, reports from Monday’s meeting of Chapter: 

• The project to replace all lighting in the Cathedral will shortly be underway.  
Planning meetings with the contractor will be held this month and next.  A fire safety 

audit has indicated that we will need to find a new home for the Cathedral archives.  

We will – in the next few weeks – begin the replacement of the CCTV system in the 

Cathedral. 

• The Environment Working Group reported progress in having an ecological 

appraisal of the Cathedral precinct.  Chapter agreed to commission a firm to expand 

on our work to understand the carbon footprint of our buildings and make plans to 

reduce carbon emissions to net zero.  The work will be funded by Ely Cathedral 

Trust. 

• The Cathedrals Measure 2021 Working Group has overseen the re-drafting of the 

Cathedral’s constitution & statutes.  These have been reviewed by the Church 

Commissioners and are now with the Charity Commission for comment.  We hope 

to go to public consultation in mid-June.  Meanwhile, due diligence work has been 

completed and sent to the Charity Commission for review in preparation for 

registering with the Charity Commission later in the year. 

• The Finance & Investment Committee reported on the outcome of the audit of the 

2021 annual report & financial statements, which were then approved by Chapter, 

and will shortly be published.  The Cathedral’s financial control framework was re-

approved, in line with Charity Commission guidance.  The auditors were re-

appointed.  The Director of Finance updated Chapter on the Cathedral’s financial 

position, which remains healthy and is a bit better than budgeted so far this year. 

 

SAFEGUARDING UPDATE 

The Lessons Learned Review prepared by the Church of England’s National Safeguarding 

Team following the conviction of William Scott Farrell was published today. The Dean has 

prepared a statement which appears with a link to the full report on the safeguarding page 
of our website: https://www.elycathedral.org/about/safeguarding. William Scott Farrell 

was employed by Ely Cathedral as Assistant Organist from 1999-2002. The Dean writes, 

“We have carefully considered the details outlined in this document and we fully accept the 

recommendations within it.  We also recognise the considerable work that has been done 

to improve the conditions around safeguarding at Ely Cathedral over the last 20 years, 

including the introduction of robust policies and procedures. We are fully committed to 

doing all we can do make Ely Cathedral a safe environment for all.” 
 

THE PHYSICK GARDEN 

Last weekend, the first phase of planting for the ‘Physick 

Garden’ was undertaken along the long north border of the 

East Lawn. The garden is the initiative of the Learning 

Department and the funding it has secured for this project will 

enable visitors of all ages to experience close up many of the 

plants and herbs that would have been used for medicine and 

healing at Ely monastery during the medieval era. The multi-

sensory nature of the herb beds provides an excellent way to 

provide an increasingly inclusive and interactive experience for 

learners and visitors with disabilities and/or learning 

impairments. 

https://www.elycathedral.org/about/safeguarding


ECO CHURCHES CONFERENCE 

An online conference has been arranged for 18 June, 10.00am to 1.00pm by the six eastern 

region Cathedrals at Chelmsford, Ely, Norwich, Peterborough, St Albans and St 

Edmundsbury. It is aimed at anyone involved with a church, small or large, who wants to find 

out more about how we meet the 2030 net zero carbon target set by General Synod. At Ely 

Cathedral, we would love to be able to reach the standard for the gold A Rocha Eco 

Church award – but to do that requires us all to find ways of engaging with environmental 

issues. https://www.sustaininggodscreation.org/events/eco-churches for more information, 

including the link to sign up. 

 

ROYAL SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC FESTIVAL 

The Bishop of Huntingdon, Dr Dagmar Winter, attended the 

recent RSCM service which brought together parish singers 

from across the diocese to sing alongside and, indeed, among 

our Cathedral Choir for the long-postponed Area Choir Festival 
service. The central theme of the services was “God’s Church 

for God’s Work.” The Bishop presented RSCM singing awards 

to those who had recently passed exams. We thank Will 

Schenck for climbing up the Octagon to take this hair-raising 

photograph. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE AND PASSING THE PLATE 

Please note that physical collections will shortly be resumed after a break of more than two 

years, so if your giving to the work and ministry of the Cathedral is done this way, please be 

ready with your offering. Please make use of Gift Aid if you are able or consider using the 

Parish Giving Scheme here for your financial stewardship. Those who wish to may also 

exchange a sign of peace again at Eucharist services. There is never any obligation to do this 

and please be sensitive to those who would prefer to make a peace greeting without 

physical contact. 

 

JUBILEE CATHEDRAL PUDDINGS 

On Thursday 2 June, as a start to the Cathedral Jubilee 

celebrations, the Pastoral Hospitality Team are challenging you to 

make or bake a cold dessert, pudding or cake to serve twelve 

people. This competition will take place in the Lady Chapel 

between 3.30-5.00pm. Local food celebrity Norah Gardner and 

Canon Garrard will judge the puddings at 3.00pm. Today is the 

deadline for entries – please pick up a form from the box outside 

the Vergers’ Vestry. For more information, please talk to Eunice 

Reddish or Bev Sweet. Do come along at 3.30pm on 2 June when 

the doors will open for the congregation to taste the puddings. 

No need to book tickets. The cost on the door will be £1 for a 

bowl and a teaspoon!  

 

COMMUNITY FORUM 
The next meeting of the Cathedral Community Forum will be after the 10.30 Sung Eucharist 

on Trinity Sunday, 12 June. The meeting will once again be followed by an optional light 

lunch in the Lady Chapel. Tickets will be available to book online or in person from 5 June.  

 

 

https://www.sustaininggodscreation.org/events/eco-churches
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/home/


PLOUGHMAN’S LUNCH & STAWBERRIES AND CREAM 

You are invited to a Congregation and Community Lunch to be held in the Bishop’s Garden 

after coffee following the 10.30am Eucharist on Sunday 10 July. Tickets (£5 adults, £2 for 

under 16s) will be available from 5 June. Please reserve the date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Brassey Hole 

http://www.wikigallery.org/ 

AN ASCENSION DAY PRAYER 

 

O Lord Jesus Christ, King of glory, 

you ascended through the eternal gates to your Father’s throne 

and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

Since you reign in heaven, 

help us not to be bound to things of this earth, 

but lift our hearts where you, our redeemer, have gone before; 

you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Mozarabic Sacramentary 

With best regards,  

 
 

 

 

The Revd Canon James Reveley 

Residentiary Canon for Congregation and Community 


