
 

 

 

 

 

CATHEDRAL AND COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER 

 

 

2/2/2023 

 

Dear members of the Cathedral community, 

 

SAINT ETHELDREDA 2023 

I am very pleased to attach with this newsletter the programme of events 

and services to celebrate our anniversary year. It is also available here and 
paper copies are available in the Cathedral. You are warmly invited to 

attend the reception in the nave this Sunday at 5.15pm, following Evensong 

at 4.00pm, at which you can learn more about the various ways that we and 

the wider city are going to be celebrating 1350 years since St Etheldreda 

founded the very first religious community here. Please book your free 

ticket for the reception here or phone 01353 667735 or 01353 660349. 

 

TWO GOLDEN VOLUNTEERS 

Congratulations and thanks go to two of our wonderful volunteers in marking fifty years of service 

to the Cathedral. June Nash was enrolled as a member of the Cathedral Flower Guild in late 1972 

and Philip Peacock has been a Server for just over five decades. Thank you both for all that you 

have contributed to the life of the Cathedral over all these years. 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENT 

Lent begins on 22 February. Three celebrations of Holy Communion will mark 

this day: said services at 8.00am and 12.10pm, and the Sung Eucharist at 

7.30pm. The Cathedral Lent course will be led by Alexander Jensen, the 

Principal at the Eastern Region Ministry Course (ERMC) in Powcher’s Hall 

following the 10.30am Sung Eucharist on Sundays from 26 February. The 

Mothers Union and Pastoral Hospitality Team welcome you enjoy a hearty 

soup Lent Lunch on the six Fridays in Lent. The first of these is on 24 February 

and all follow the 12.10pm Holy Communion service in the Lady Chapel. No need to sign up - just 

come along.  

 

CANON JESSICA MARTIN’S SABBATICAL 

Canon Jessica will be on sabbatical (study leave) from mid-February to mid-

May. She will be using her sabbatical to begin research on a new book, 

tentatively called In the Body. It will look at the Biblical metaphors we use of 

the Church as a single human body, how we apply them in (in good and bad 

ways) and how we negotiate being individuals who are part of a larger 
entity. Though she will be back and forth between Ely and Cambridge, she 

will also be spending some time in Texas, and some at Gladstone’s Library, 

near Chester. 

 

 

https://cdn.elycathedral.org/uploads/pdfs/Etheldreda-2023-leaflet.pdf?v=1674120896
https://www.elycathedral.org/events/etheldreda-2023-launch-event


THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 

The Children's Society Lent Lunch will be held in St Mary's Church on Tuesday 7 March at 12.30 

pm.  Enjoy a baked potato (choice of fillings) and over tea or coffee listen to Hannah Ratcliffe, 

Regional Manager for the Society, update us on recent work and campaigns.  Tickets at £5 from 

Jean Webb 01353 658581. 

 

ADULT BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION COURSE 

Any adults wishing to be baptised (if not already baptised) and confirmed this 

year on Easter Eve are invited to come for six preparation sessions with me at 

The Black Hostelry on Thursday evenings at 7.30pm beginning on 23 February. 

Please let me know if you would like to do this or even attend as a refresher. 

The Confirmation service will be at 8.00pm on Saturday 8 April. 

 

PARITY FOR BOY AND GIRL CHORISTERS 

The Dean and The Principal of Kings Ely have announced plans to bring the singing experience of 
the girls further in line with that of the boys, by further lowering the age at which girls may join the 

Cathedral Choir. By 2025, girls will be able to start as choristers in Year 3 (age 7-8), as the boys do 

now. Choristers who have completed their five years of singing will still have opportunities to 

contribute to the choral life of the cathedral and school, but in a less demanding and prescribed way 

alongside the increasing demands of schoolwork and public examinations. Both the girl and boy 

choristers have overseas tours planned for this year - we wish them every success with these. 

 

JOHN BELL 

John Bell from the Iona Community will come to the Cathedral on 

Saturday 20 May to give a morning lecture and lead an afternoon singing 

workshop. The day will start at 10.00am with coffee and the workshop 

will begin at 2.00pm. The event ends at 4.30pm. Everyone is welcome to 

stay for Choral Evensong at 5.30pm. (John Bell will also be preaching at 

the Sung Eucharist on Sunday 21 May at 10.30am.) Event cost: £10 for 

adults; free for under 18s (with an adult to supervise). £12 after 10/4/23. 

Those attending need to bring their own lunch or visit one of the many eateries in Ely during the 

lunch break. Booking (essential) is online here or contact James.Reveley@elycathedral.org 

 

THE CATHEDRAL SHOPS 

After nearly 30 years, the Cathedral shop on the High Street will cease trading shortly to be 

merged with our principal retail operation inside the Cathedral. All our best-selling product lines 

such as cards and gifts will be transferring to the (in-)Cathedral shop. The decision to consolidate 

the retail businesses will enable us to focus all our resources onto the shop in the Cathedral, which 

is currently being refitted, and our online business. There will be no changes to staffing with Penny 

and the team continuing to look after the Cathedral retail operations.  

 

THE CONGREGATIONAL FORUM 

Under the new Cathedrals Measure, a new Congregational Forum is 

to be established as an advisory body to Chapter to consist of up to 

twelve persons and to meet at least twice a year. The first meeting 
of the new, elected, twelve-member Congregational Forum will be 

held on Thursday 18 May 2023 at 3.00pm. Those wishing to stand 

for election to this body are required to complete an application 

form available from Ash Wednesday from the Chapter Office or by 

emailing James.Reveley@elycathedral.org.  

http://www.elycathedral.org/events/john-bell-lecture-and-music-workshop
mailto:James.Reveley@elycathedral.org
mailto:James.Reveley@elycathedral.org


Those wishing to stand for election to the Congregational Forum must be (or become) members of 

the Worshipping Community Roll. Elections will take place at the first meeting of the Worshipping 

Community Roll which will be on Sunday 23 April 2023 at noon in the Cathedral.  

 

IDENTIFICATION FOR LOCAL ELECTIONS 

The Cathedral has been asked to spread the message that, for local elections on 4 May, those 

intending to vote at a polling station will need to show photo ID to receive a ballot paper. 

Passports, drivers’ licences and some concessionary travel passes are acceptable but anyone not in 

possession of these is invited to apply for a new form of free ID that can be used at elections. 

Details are here: https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-photo-id-voter-authority-certificate. Paper 

application forms are also available from local authorities.  

 

A PRAYER ATTRIBUTED TO SAINT AUGUSTINE 
 

Watch, O Lord, with those who wake, or watch, or weep this day, 

and give Your angels and saints charge over those who sleep. 

Tend Your sick ones, O Lord Christ. 

Rest Your weary ones. 

Bless Your dying ones. 

Soothe Your suffering ones. 

Pity Your afflicted ones. 

Shield Your joyous ones, and all for Your love's sake. 

Amen. 

 

With best regards,  
  

 

 

 

 

 

The Revd Canon James Reveley 

Residentiary Canon for Congregation and Community 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-photo-id-voter-authority-certificate

