
 

 

 

 

 

CATHEDRAL AND COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER 

 

1/3/2023 

 

Dear members of the Cathedral community, 

 

CELEBRATING ETHELDREDA  

Our Celebrations of 1350 years since St Etheldreda founded the first 

monastery here in Ely continue this month with a mini exhibition in her Chapel 

at the far east end of the Cathedral which includes a timeline with costumes 
reflecting various stages of her life. A new film depicting her story, produced 

by Time Will Tell productions is also being shown on a loop. Please make sure 

that you have a copy of the full programme of events which is available here 

and paper copies are available in the Cathedral.  

 

CATHEDRAL VISITORS IN 2022 

Sally Porter, our Visitor Experience Manager, recently reported that in 2022 we welcomed around 

200,000 people through the doors. Of these over 125,000 were visitors (i.e. not attending for 

concerts, events and services), 1,356 people re-visited using their Annual Pass and over 10,000 local 

people visited during the days of mourning to pay their respects to the late Queen. Over the year, 

5,519 people enjoyed an Octagon Tower Tour and 3,328 were given a ground floor tour by our 

guides. Thank you to all our volunteers who welcome and guide our visitors. 

 

LENT EUCHARIST AND LUNCH 

The Mothers Union and Pastoral Hospitality Team welcome you to enjoy a hearty 

soup Lent Lunch on the six Fridays in Lent. All follow the 12.10pm Holy 

Communion service in the Lady Chapel. No need to sign up - just come along.  

 

CHRIS’ BIG BIRTHDAY  

The 10.30am congregation shared in celebrating Canon Chris Barber’s ninetieth  

birthday last month. His cake bore the message:  

Confitemini Domino quoniam bonus: quoniam in aeternum misericordia eius. 

Dei gratia XC annos complevi, 

which means “O give thanks to the Lord, for he is gracious, for his mercy endureth for 

ever (Ps.107). By the grace of God, I have lived 90 years”. He had it written in Latin 

because, as he says, “it’s a beautiful language and I like it, and it’s my birthday, anyway!” 

 

CORONATION DAY - 6 MAY 

Plans are yet to be confirmed when timings are released, but we expect to 

open the Cathedral on Coronation Day so that people can gather to watch the 
ceremony on a big screen and enjoy refreshments. Ely Community Lunches 

(who organise the Christmas Lunch) are preparing a celebratory community 

meal in the Lady Chapel for the early afternoon of the day and tickets for this 

will be on sale in due course. A special Civic Evensong Service of Thanksgiving 

for the Coronation of HM The King will take place on Sunday 7 May at 4.30pm. 

https://cdn.elycathedral.org/uploads/pdfs/Etheldreda-2023-leaflet.pdf?v=1674120896


CAMBRIDGESHIRE HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST 

You are invited to the CHCT’s Annual Conference on Saturday 1 April from 

9.30am to 3.15pm at Wolfson College, Cambridge. A series of talks on the 

imagery of church wall painting and screens will include a presentations entitled, 

“Picturing the Sacred in 15th century Norwich - a case study” and “Chancel 

Screens of the Twentieth Century”. Full details are available on the CHCT 

website: https://camhct.uk/event/imagery-wall-paintings-and-screens/ or phone 

01353-778129 for an application form 

 

CHRISTIAN AID PLANT SALE  

Janet Fairweather would be glad of your help in propagating annual plants for sale in the Christian 

Aid plant sale at the Cathedral Centre on the morning of Saturday 20 May. If you are able to help 

with growing, setting up, selling or clearing away the plants, please contact Janet Fairweather on 

01353 665047.  

 
THE MAKE WAY SINGERS 

You are invited to join the Make Way Singers in rehearsals for a performance of “Let the flame 

burn brighter” on 8 June at Ely Methodist Church. No experience is necessary and there no cost to 

participants. Rehearsals are on Wednesdays at 7.00pm from 1 March. For further information, 

please contact Berniece Szymanski Berniece@outlook.com or 07845555679. 

 

A PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND 

The Bishop of Ely, Stephen Conway, will be leading a pilgrimage to The Holy Land 

from 7-16 May next year, 2024. The trip is administered by McCabe Pilgrimages 

whose note that brochure states: ‘Reading the Gospels will never be the same again 

and by visiting the Holy Land we are standing in solidarity with our brothers and 

sisters [local Palestinian and Israeli Christians] there too.’ Full information is at 

https://www.elydiocese.org/a-pilgrimage-to-the-holy-land-with-bishop-stephen-

conway.php or call McCabe on 020 8675 6828. 

 

IN THE NAME OF YOUR DAUGHER 

The Amnesty International Ely City Group has arranged a screening of the film, In 

the Name of Your Daughter for 7.00pm on Wednesday 8 March at Ely Methodist 

Church. This multi-award winning film is a fly-on-the-wall story of girls in 

Northern Tanzania, some as young as eight, who have run away from home to a 

Safe House to avoid the genital mutilation (FGM) and child marriages that their 

families had planned for them. It tells an inspiring story of brave young girls 

standing up for their rights and dreams and fighting for change in their community. The film is 85 

minutes long and entry is free, with a collection for the work of the Safe House. 

 

JOHN BELL 

A reminder that John Bell from the Iona Community will come to the Cathedral 

on Saturday 20 May to give a morning lecture and lead an afternoon singing 

workshop. The day will start at 10.00am with coffee and the workshop will 

begin at 2.00pm. The event ends at 4.30pm. Everyone is welcome to stay for 
Choral Evensong at 5.30pm. Event cost: £10 for adults; free for under 18s (with 

an adult to supervise). £12 after 10/4/23. Booking (essential) is online here or contact 

James.Reveley@elycathedral.org 

 

 

https://camhct.uk/event/imagery-wall-paintings-and-screens/
https://www.elydiocese.org/a-pilgrimage-to-the-holy-land-with-bishop-stephen-conway.php
https://www.elydiocese.org/a-pilgrimage-to-the-holy-land-with-bishop-stephen-conway.php
http://www.elycathedral.org/events/john-bell-lecture-and-music-workshop
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JENNY GAGE'S SERMONS 

Jenny's husband, Andrew Evans, is nearly ready to privately publish her sermons from her time at 

the Cathedral. Many people have already expressed an interest, and it will soon be time to place 

firm orders. Details of how to order will be announced shortly, with the books themselves likely to 

appear around the end of May. There will also be the option to take a PDF of the contents by e-

mail if preferred. 

 

 

THE CONGREGATIONAL FORUM 

If you regularly worship at the Cathedral and would like to apply to become 

a member of the new Congregational Forum, please complete an application 

form available from the Chapter Office or by emailing 

James.Reveley@elycathedral.org. Elections (if required) will take place at 

the first meeting of the Worshipping Community Roll which will be on 

Sunday 23 April 2023 at noon in the Cathedral.  
 

A PRAYER ATTRIBUTED TO SAINT AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO 
 

Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy. 

Act in me, O Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy. 

Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, that I may love only what is holy. 

Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, that I may defend all that is holy. 

Guard me, O Holy Spirit, that I myself may always be holy. 

Amen. 

 
With best regards,  

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Revd Canon James Reveley 

Residentiary Canon for Congregation and Community 

mailto:James.Reveley@elycathedral.org

