
Worship, Prayer and Christian Formation at Ely Cathedral

Advent, Christmas and Epiphany 

A Great and Mighty 
Wonder



A Great and Mighty Wonder

We celebrate with great joy the coming of Jesus, our Lord and Saviour, in these 
seasons of Advent, Christmas and Epiphany, as the child of Bethlehem.

We rejoice in the revealing of God to all nations, peoples, languages and
cultures throughout history, and especially to us in our own generation.
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Advent

In Advent we traditionally reflect on The Four Last Things - Death, Judgement, Heaven and 
Hell - but we also look forward in hope and anticipation to the coming of Christ as Saviour, as 
a human being, God with us. These two elements of solemn contemplation and joyful 
expectation are both essential to the proper understanding of a good Advent. 

A Prayer for the Season

Come, thou redeemer of the earth,
And manifest thy Virgin-birth:
Let every age adoring fall;
Such birth befits the Lord of all.

Tuesdays 29 November, 6 & 13 & 20 December, 8pm
Advent Compline
in The Lady Chapel

Compline is the last of the seven daily services which are sung in monasteries and convents. 
It brings us to the end of the day, and it is also a gentle preparation for the end of life, very 
much in the spirit of Thomas Ken’s words:

Teach me to live, that I may dread
The grave as little as my bed;
Teach me to die, that so I may
Rise glorious at the aweful day.

Compline in the Cathedral has changed very little since the monks of Ely sang it before the 
Reformation. It is a meditative, candlelit space for music, prayer and reflection, to quiet and 
calm the soul, to look back over the day that is gone, and to commend ourselves and those 
we love to the care of God as night comes.

Worship is offered daily; all are welcome.

Monday - Saturday
7.30am  Morning Prayer (A short said service with Bible readings, canticles and prayers)
8.00am  Holy Communion (said)
5.30pm  Choral Evensong or Evening Prayer (said)

Sunday
8.15am  Holy Communion (A said service, in traditional language with a short address)
10.30am  Sung Eucharist with music, hymns and sermon
4.00pm  Choral Evensong with short address

On Thursdays there is an additional Eucharist at 12.10pm.
A full list of services can be found on the Cathedral website: www.elycathedral.org
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Sunday 4 December, 10.30am
The Very Revd Mark Bonney, Dean of Ely
A shoot shall come out of the stump of Jesse. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him – of 
understanding, counsel and might. 
(Isaiah 11.1-2)

Advent Sermons
Advent sermons traditionally focus on the 
four last things – Death Judgement, 
Heaven and Hell – but we look forward in 
anticipation to the coming of Christ as our 
Saviour – Emmanuel - God-with-us. 
Balancing solemnity and hope, serious 
self-examination and joyful anticipation is 
the task of the Christian. Sermons in Advent 
are preached by the resident members of 
Chapter.

Sunday 27 November, 10.30am 
Canon James Garrard
Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more.
(Isaiah 2.4)

Advent Sermon Series 
Hark! A herald voice is calling
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Sunday 18 December, 10.30am
Canon James Reveley
Look the young woman is with child and shall 
bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.
(Isaiah 7.14)

Sunday 11 December, 10.30am
Canon Jessica Martin
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
the desert shall rejoice and sing. A highway 
shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy 
Way.
(Isaiah 35.1,8)
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‘The Spirit of the Lord shall rest on 
him, the spirit of understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and strength, 
the spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of the knowledge 
of  the fear of the Lord.”  

(Isaiah chapter 11)



Advent Worship

Sunday 27 November
Advent Sunday

10.30am 
Advent Sunday Eucharist
Today we begin a new Church Year and start again to explore the depth that this has to 
offer. Music includes Kerensa Briggs’ A tender shoot.

6pm 
Advent Procession
This wonderful and inspiring service helps us prepare our hearts and minds for the season 
of Advent, a time of patient waiting and joyful expectation. The service is built on the Great 
Advent Antiphons (explained in their own section on page 8) and will include works by 
Handel, John Rutter and James MacMillan.
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Thursdays 1, 8 & 15 December, 6.30pm - 8pm
Powchers Hall
Advent Poetry: The Poetry of Expectation
The Advent Poetry series is back. Come to Powcher’s Hall to explore 
the poetry of hope and expectation with Canon Jessica. All welcome.

Sunday 4 December 
Second Sunday of Advent 

10.30am 
Sung Eucharist
We hear Isaiah proclaim that in the kingdom ‘the wolf shall lie down with the lamb, the
leopard shall lie down with the kid‘, and John the Baptist calls his listeners to repentance.
Music includes Byrd’s Rorate coeli.

4pm
Choral Evensong
in The Lady Chapel

Sunday 11 December 
Third Sunday of Advent 

10.30am 
Sung Eucharist
The prophet Isaiah looks forward to the time when‚ ‘the ransomed of the Lord shall come to 
Zion with singing’, whilst John the Baptist hears in prison of the great thing that Jesus is 
doing. Music includes Wise’s Prepare ye the way of the Lord.

4pm 
Choral Evensong with Britten’s Ceremony of Carols
The Girl Choristers sing Britten’s 1942 unearthly collection of settings from medieval and 
sixteenth-century carol texts. They sing to a harp accompaniment from Anne Denholm and 
enclose the carols, beginning and end, by plainsong which celebrates Christ’s incarnation, 
‘Hodie Christus Natus Est’. Today Christ is born, today the Saviour appears; today the angels sing 
on earth, the archangels rejoice. Today the just exult, saying ‘Glory to God in the Highest, alleluia!’

6.30pm 
Advent Taizé Service
Across the world, Christian communities of all denominations worship in the style of the 
Taizé Community in France. Founded by Brother Roger in 1940, this monastic community 
attracts thousands of pilgrims a year to live and worship, the majority of them young people. 
Using simple chants, prayers and times of silence, worshippers are encouraged to grow ever 
deeper into a relationship with God. The chants, with easily-learned music and accompanied 
by a few instruments, sustain each service (or Prayer as it is known in Taizé). The Advent Taizé 
service in the Cathedral, held in the Lady Chapel by candlelight, has established itself firmly 
in the preparations for Christmas.
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The ‘Great O’s’ of Advent

The ‘Great O’s’ are seven invocations of the different names of Christ, looking towards his 
coming into the world under different titles. Each one, addressing Christ, begins ‘O..!’   

They are used as antiphons (opening and closing threads of song) for the Magnificat in the 
Catholic tradition, which is how the Cathedral offers them this year, during Evensong, or at 
said Evening Prayer, from Saturday 17 to Friday 23 December.
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Saturday 17 December                                                          O Sapientia  O Wisdom
5.30pm 
Choral Evensong
O Wisdom, coming from the mouth of the most High, reaching from one end to the other, 
mightily and sweetly ordering all things: Come and teach us the way of prudence. 

Sunday 18 December                                                                                                     O Adonai   O Lord
Fourth Sunday of Advent  
O Adonai, and leader of the House of Israel, who appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning 
bush and gave him the law on Sinai: Come and redeem us with an outstretched arm.

10.30am
Sung Eucharist
On the fourth Sunday of Advent, the response of Mary is the focus of our attention, with 
Isaiah’s prophecy that ’the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name 
him Immanuel‘, and Matthew‘s gospel tells of the annunciation to Joseph ‚ when Mary 
was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Music includes Peeters’ Missa Festiva and 
Stravinsky’s Ave Maria.

4pm 
Choral Evensong

5.30pm
Simply Singing Carols 
Wrap up warm for outdoor carol singing, hot chocolate and activities for children. Join us 
on the East Lawn near the Lady Chapel. A prize for the person with the most joyfully festive 
attire!

Monday 19 December                            O Radix Jesse   O Root of Jesse
O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign among the peoples; before you kings will shut their mouths, 
to you the nations will make their prayer: Come and deliver us, and delay no longer.



Tuesday 20 December                                                               O Clavis David   O Key of David
5.30pm 
Choral Evensong
O Key of David and sceptre of the House of Israel; you open and no one can shut; you shut and 
no one can open: Come and lead the prisoners from the prison house, those who dwell in 
darkness and the shadow of death.

Wednesday 21 December                                                                            O Oriens  O Dayspring
5.30pm 
Evening Prayer
O Dayspring, splendour of light eternal and sun of righteousness: Come and enlighten those 
who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.

Thursday 22 December                          O Rex Gentium   O King of the Nations
5.30pm 
Evening Prayer
O King of the nations, and their desire, the cornerstone making both one: Come and save the 
human race, which you fashioned from clay.

Friday 23 December                                   O Emmanuel   God With us 
O Emmanuel, our king and our lawgiver, the hope of the nations and their Saviour: Come and 
save us, O Lord our God.

6pm 
Carol Service 1
This processional service includes many opportunities for congregational singing as well as 
a colourful mix of carols from the Girl Choristers, Boy Choristers, Choral Scholars and Lower 
Voices of the Cathedral Choir. Includes music by Sarah MacDonald, Roxanna Panufnik, Jack 
Wilson and Vaughan Williams.
British Sign Language interpreted.
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Christmas Sermons

Saturday 24 December, 11pm
Christmas Eve 
The Dean

Sunday 25 December, 10.30am
Christmas Day Festal Eucharist 
Canon Jessica Martin

A Prayer for the Season

Let your goodness Lord appear to us, that we, made 
in your image, may conform ourselves to it.

In our own strength we cannot imitate your majesty, 
power, and wonder, nor is it fitting for us to try. But 
your mercy reaches from the heavens through the 
clouds to the earth below.

You have come to us as a small child, but you have 
brought us the greatest of all gifts, the gift of eternal 
love. Caress us with your tiny hands, embrace us with 
your tiny arms and pierce our hearts with your soft, 
sweet cries.

Amen.  

St Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153)

Christmas                            
Peace on Earth, Goodwill to All People

At Christmas, God comes among us - not in power, 
or in eloquence, but as a new-born, dependent 
upon human love and care for his survival. The 
great preacher Lancelot Andrewes called Jesus, The 
Word without a word, because the swaddled baby 
in the manger is also the power which has brought 
everything into being. Because God emptied 
himself out to become human, human beings are 
forever brought back into close intimacy with God. 
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Saturday 24 December 
Christmas Eve

6pm 
Carol Service 2
See Carol Service 1 (page 9) for details.

11pm 
Midnight Mass
When peaceful silence lay over all, and the night in its 
swift course was half spent: down from the heavens, 
from the royal throne, leapt your all powerful Word. 

The waiting and watching of Advent is brought to 
fulfilment in the deepest part of the night. Mary 
brings to birth the newborn infant who is also 
the redeemer of all creation. The midnight service 
hallows the turning of the night to Christmas, and 
honours Jesus’ birth in word and sacrament, carols 
and song. Music includes Charpentier’s Midnight 
Mass and Lauridsen, O Magnum Mysterium.
The Dean will preside and preach. 
Incense will be used.
British Sign Language interpreted.

Sunday 25 December 
Christmas Day

8.15am 
Holy Communion

10.30am 
Festal Eucharist
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning!

The people of God rejoice together, singing carols, 
sharing in communion, hearing and receiving the 
Word. Music includes Mozart Missa brevis in F K 192 
and well known carols. 
The Dean will preside, Canon Jessica Martin will 
preach. Incense will be used.

4pm 
Festal Evensong
We conclude our Christmas Day celebrations with a 
glorious Evensong. Includes music by Mathias and 
well-known carols.
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Monday 26 December - Saturday 31 December
8.30am Morning Prayer
9am Holy Communion
4pm Evening Prayer

Monday 26 December 
Stephen, Deacon, first martyr  
Stephen was the first martyr of the early Christian church. In honouring him, the order of 
the Church’s feasts moves abruptly from rejoicing to the realities of commitment to Christ’s 
Way in this confused and violent world. Stephen witnessed to Jesus as Messiah and was 
then stoned for blasphemy. As he died, Stephen saw a vision of heaven and prayed for 
forgiveness for his persecutors.

Tuesday 27 December 
St John the Evangelist  
St John the Evangelist is honoured for the Gospel named after him, which contains the 
most mystical of the visions of Jesus as both human and divine, participating both in 
human mortality and in the eternal nature of God the maker, redeemer and sustainer of all 
things. 
          
Wednesday 28 December 
The Holy Innocents
Again we see the violence with which the realities of human power and greed surround the 
proclamation of the good news of peace. The feast of the Holy Innocents remembers the 
infants of Bethlehem killed by King Herod. Herod ordered their murder in an attempt to 
eliminate the threat he perceived to his own power in Jesus’ birth. Jesus and his family 
escaped his soldiers to become refugees in Egypt.

Sunday 1 January 2023
Naming and Circumcision of Jesus
Eight days after Jesus’ birth, he was circumcised according to Jewish law, and this Feast 
marks that moment in real time, eight days after the Feast Day of Christmas itself. 

10.30am
Sung Eucharist
Preacher: Canon James Garrard

4pm
Come and Sing Carols 
(see next page for information)
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Sunday 29 December 
1st Sunday of Christmas

10.30am 
Sung Eucharist
Preacher: The Dean

4pm 
Come and Sing Carols
(See next page for details)



Carol Services 

Enjoy music, rejoicing, story, brass bands, choirs, and all the joy of Christmas in our Ely 
community at our various different carol services!

Saturday 10 December, 2pm
Community Christmas Carols
Come and sing along to your favourite carols with Ely Cathedral Community Choir
accompanied by Littleport Brass Band. With Christmas music, readings and prayers.

Friday 23* & Saturday 24 December, 6pm 
Service of Lessons and Carols
A carol service sung by the Girl Choristers, Boy Choristers, Choral Scholars and Lower Voices 
of the Cathedral Choir. Includes music by Sarah MacDonald, Roxanna Panufnik, Jack Wilson 
and Vaughan Williams.
* British Sign Language interpreted

Sunday 1 January, 4pm (rehearsal 2.15-4pm)
Come and Sing Carols
Be part of the choir for an afternoon of favourite carols in this festive free-for-all!
This annual service is led by local singers and any other singers who happen to be visiting 
Ely and who would like to join them. Assemble under the Octagon at 2.15pm to rehearse. 
The carol choices are selected from books 1 and 2 of Carols for Choirs. Some copies will be 
available to borrow on the day, but we have to rely on most people bringing their own 
books. All welcome.
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Children and Families at Advent and Christmas

Thursday 1 December, 10.15am
Story and Song Time at Christmas - Messy Christingle
Christmas stories, singing and fun.
Recommended for children under 5.

Saturday 3 December, 10.30am & 1pm
Family Advent Wreath Workshop* 
A family wreath making workshop and advent trail.
Recommended for children of Primary School age / families.

Saturday 3 December, 3pm
Christingle Service in aid of the Children’s Society
Christingle was established in 1747 as a symbol of Christ’s light and love and has since 
become a popular family celebratory and community event. It is named after the 
Christingles that are lit during the service and made from an orange decorated with red 
ribbon, sweets and a candle.

Sunday 4 December, 5.15pm 
The Big Christmas Tree Lights Switch-On Service
Come and enjoy the biggest, most spectacular Christmas tree in Ely as we count down to 
the switching on of the lights. This popular family event celebrates the festive season in 
song and prayer, concluding with the blessing of the magnificent tree!

Monday 5 December, 10am
Little Gargoyles
Stories, crafts, rhymes and fun for pre-school aged children.
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Christmas Lunch Appeal - Buy Someone Christmas Lunch

The Ely Community Christmas Lunch will be offered on Christmas Day in person, and on 
Christmas Eve for home deliveries. The Christmas meal this year will served at Ely’s 
Lighthouse and Methodist Churches and at a venue at the Cathedral.

You can support this initiative by donating £10 to enable someone in need of food or 
company to enjoy a warm welcome and a delicious traditional festive lunch. The same 
amount will cover the cost of a home delivery. Visit: www.elycathedral.org/events/christ-
mas-lunch-appeal to donate.

To book a sit-down meal or request a delivered or collected meal (within a four-mile radius 
of Ely), please visit www.elycommunitylunches.com, call 01353 662228 or book in person at 
the Lighthouse Church.

Thursday 8 December, 10.15am
Story and Song Time

Tuesday 13 December, 3.45pm
Lego Café
Join us to build Lego, make friends and share some food.
Recommended for children of Primary School age, but open to all.

Thursday 15 December, 10.15am
Story and Song Time at Christmas - Nativity
Christmas stories, singing and fun.
Recommended for children under 5.

Saturday 17 December, 10.30am
Medieval Christmas*
Festive medieval activities.
Recommended for children aged 7+

Thursday 22 December, 10am
Christmas Craft and Dress up
A morning of Christmas crafts and nativity dress up.
Recommended for children of Primary School age.

Saturday 24 December
Christmas Eve
Noon & 3pm Crib Services
The children of the Cathedral retell the story of Christmas in this wonderful tableau of 
shepherds, angels and wise men. Sing carols and enjoy this family friendly celebration to 
mark the birth of Jesus. Dressing up optional! 
Noon: Sung by The Ely Imps 3pm: Sung by The Cathedral Choristers

* Ticketed event
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Sunday 8 January

10.30am
Sung Eucharist
The Eucharist for Epiphany focusses particularly on the coming of the Magi, the wise men, 
following a star to offer their homage to the infant Jesus. Canon James Reveley will preach.

A Prayer for the Season

We honour this holy day,
adorned with three miracles:
today the star led the Magi to the manger;
today water was turned into wine for the wedding:
Today Christ desired to be baptised in the Jordan,
that he might save us all.
This is the day the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Alleluia.

Epiphany

Epiphany is ‘a showing’.  It is associated with light, with the idea of being illuminated with 
an astonishing truth which changes life for ever. First, Jesus is recognised as a King and 
worshipped by the Magi, who follow the light of a star to his dwelling place. Second, Jesus 
is himself baptised in the river Jordan and the ‘heavens tear apart’ as he is recognised by 
God himself as his Son, the Beloved. Third, at the wedding in Cana, Galilee, Jesus shows his 
abundant and generous power, changing water into wine at the wedding feast to which he 
comes as a guest. 
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Wednesday 18 - Wednesday 25 January 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Sunday 22 January, 10.30am
Sung Eucharist
The preacher is The Revd Gale Richards, who is Regional 
Minister for the Eastern Baptist Association and Chair of 
the Cambridgeshire Ecumenical Council. Gale lives in Ely 
and has recently become an ecumenical (Etheldreda) 
Canon of the Cathedral and we are delighted to 
welcome her to preach here for the first time.

4pm
Choral Evensong

7.30pm
Ecumenical Service
at The Countess of Huntingdon Church, Ely 

4pm 
Evensong

Sunday 15 January 
Second Sunday of Epiphany

10.30am 
Sung Eucharist
Canon Jessica Martin will preach.

4pm 
Epiphanytide Procession
This processional service is based around the three miracles of Epiphany: the wedding at 
Cana, the coming of the Magi and the baptism of Jesus. Its fine carols and hymns, like its 
dynamic liturgy, ponder the themes of divine manifestation and human transformation.
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Wednesday 25 January, 5.30pm
The Conversion of St Paul
At Evensong the choir sings O welch eine Tiefe des Reichtums (How great is the depth of 
the riches) from Mendelssohn’s Oratorio St Paul. Today’s feast celebrates the dramatic 
change of direction in St Paul’s life - from a man who persecuted the early followers of the 
Christian Way, to one who would give his own life, health, and intellectual and emotional 
energies to spreading the Gospel of peace across all the peoples of the Mediterranean 
and near East. It also marks the end of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.



The Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas)

Forty days after Christmas Day comes Candlemas. 

The Church marks the first forty days of Jesus’ life, culminating in his dedication to God’s 
service, at the Temple, as was traditional for a first-born son. As he was presented, he was 
recognised and honoured as the Messiah, the Anointed One, by two faithful Temple 
servants, Simeon and Anna. Each of them prophesied his greatness and the transformation 
not only of Israel but of all nations. Historically Candlemas has been a great feast of light – 
proclaiming Jesus as the ‘light to lighten the Gentiles’. It brings the celebrations of 
Christmastide to a fitting culmination and very gently hints at Lent and Easter the next 
great period of the Church’s year.
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Saturday 7 January (theme: Epiphany)
Saturday 4 February (theme: Candlemas)
8.45am - 10am
Way of Life Breakfast Meeting
Led by Canon Jessica Martin
Powcher’s Hall
Come and have breakfast together – 
excellent coffee (and teas), orange juice, 
croissants – and at the same time take 
the chance to ponder and deepen your 
commitment to Christ in these ‘Way of Life’ 
meetings.  

The earliest Christians called their faith 
‘the Way’ and all Christian identity and 
commitment is a life-journey. Make yours 
this Epiphany with companionship and 
encouragement, considering the texts for 
the Sunday which follows the meeting, 
discussing spiritual (and other) challenges, 
and praying silently together.

Sunday 29 January, 10.30am 
Choral Mattins 
It’s only once a year that we have Choral Mattins, so please join us and enjoy the Boys, Girls 
and Lay Clerks leading our worship.

6.30pm
Candlemas
Candlelit Sung Eucharist
President and Preacher: The Dean

The beautiful music of the Boys, Girls and Lay Clerks of Ely Cathedral choir and the grand 
organ will inspire awe and wonder as heaven touches earth in this glorious celebration. The 
Feast of Candlemas is one of the oldest festivals of the Church and will be celebrated with a 
glorious Eucharist and a very special musical offering – Jonathan Dove’s Missa Brevis.

The sermon will be given by The Dean who will explore how we can enter more deeply into 
the meaning of Candlemas, encountering the one who is the light to lighten the Gentiles. 

The congregation is advised to be seated by 6.20pm as this is a very popular service. 
Incense will be used.
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If you’re unable to come along in 
person, but would like to attend, 
you are very welcome to join us 
via Zoom. The link is available from 
j.martin@elycathedral.org



More details about A Great and Mighty Wonder 
can be found on our website. 
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