
         
 

                                                    

PRESS RELEASE - 10 Nov 2022 

 

Christmas Gift & Food Fair set to be a sell out! 

Ticket sales for this year’s Christmas Gift & Food Fair at Ely Cathedral have taken staff by surprise with some sessions 

already sold out. Following two years of uncertainty, cancellations and extra precautions due to Covid, this popular 

event is back with some exciting new developments.  The Festive Village in the Cathedral grounds has expanded to 

host over 75 outside exhibitors and around 50 food vendors. Decorated with festoon lights and the vintage carousel, 

the outside areas in the grounds will complement the main event located inside Ely’ magnificent Cathedral.  

Joss Palmer, Event Manager at Ely Cathedral said, “We have expanded the outdoor areas to ensure those who were 

unable to get tickets to the main event inside the building, can still come and experience the fair, do some shopping 

and enjoy all the tasty treats from food vendors.  This event has been running for eight years and, for many it is a 

picture-perfect start to the festive season. Obviously visitor wellbeing is a major consideration so we have several 

measures in place, including plenty of lighting and limiting tickets to access the exhibitors inside the building, to 

ensure everyone is safe and comfortable and can focus on enjoying themselves”.  

As always, the Christmas Fair is about enjoying time with family and friends. The beautifully restored Victorian 

carousel will be located on the Cathedral green providing nostalgic rides on an original fairground horse.  Outside, 

the festive food village will host a great selection of gourmet artisan food and drink vendors including The Little 

Mobile Bar, Norfolk Hog Roast, Bijou Bebidas, Bitesize Bakehouse, New York Dehli and Chocolate Chocolate.  

 

It is worth noting that remaining tickets for the main event inside the Cathedral are limited, and, while the Thursday 

morning and Saturday afternoon sessions are completely sold out, other sessions are still available but need to be 

booked online. 

  

The event runs from 17 – 19 November 2022. 

 
ENDS 
For further information please contact Lesley Ann Thompson - 01353 660350/07930 918885 
 
 
 
 
 



About Ely Cathedral 
Highly regarded by historians and architects from all over the world for its beauty and size, Ely Cathedral is 
widely acknowledged as ‘one of the wonders of the Medieval world’. Visible for miles around, the 
Cathedral is often referred to as ‘The Ship of the Fens’.   
 
The present building dates from 1081 and is a remarkable example of both Romanesque and Norman 
architecture. In addition to its unique Octagon Tower and magnificent Lady Chapel, Ely has the third 
longest nave of any UK Cathedral.  The Cathedral’s role today is not so far removed from its days as a 
Benedictine monastery and offers regular daily worship with a special emphasis on choral music.  It still 
maintains a resident choir of 22 choristers and 6 lay clerks and so continues the tradition of choral 
evensong every day of the week during term time. 
 
As well as being a major visitor attraction, the Cathedral serves as a cultural focal point for East Anglia by 
providing a unique venue for the arts & music, for exhibitions, concerts and theatre.  Most recently Ely has 
gained global recognition a prominent film location including Elizabeth: The Golden Age, The Other Boleyn 
Girl, Macbeth, The King’s Speech and The Crown. 
 


