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Edyth and Byrtha

Edyth is a Saxon noble woman whose husband and sons have been missing since they fought for King Harold in 1066. After the

conquest, her lands were taken by the Normans and she went into hiding in an Abbey. After 2 years, the north rebelled against

William and  he took a terrible revenge on them. The harrowing of the north. Edyth fled the mass killing and the famines caused

by the  burning of the crops. She travelled with a group of refugees until they were discovered by the Normans and killed, then

she travelled alone. During her long, hard journey she was robbed, of most of her money. Tired, cold and hungry she arrives at a

village where the people treat her kindly, sell her a horse and point her in the direction of Peterborough and Hereward. When she

arrives at Peterborough , she learns about the rebels massing in Ely and decides to travel on and join them. A boatman takes her

across the marshes to Ely where she is taken to a house and welcomed by the rebel nobles there. The rebellion grows.

However, many of the nobles  became worried and frightened - Ely couldn't hold out against William forever and when it did fall

would it be treated in the same way as the north? Gradually, the nobles started to make their peace with William and left the

rebellion. As support dwindled, the location of the secret causeway across to the Isle of Ely  was revealed to the Norman army. 

Ely fell and Edyth was so frightened that she fled the Isle and hid in the woods, unsure of what to do and where to go now.

Byrtha was an English slave, she and her family had become slaves because their crop had failed and they would have starved

otherwise. After the northern rebellion against the Normans, King William took a terrible revenge on the people there. He killed

whole villages, burnt crops, destroyed tools and slaughtered animals - causing famine and panic. Byrtha fled her home to try to

find a place of safety. She had a long and very difficult journey, many people that she was travelling with didn't make it and died

on the road. Few people would help them or give them food and shelter for fear of being punished by the Normans. Eventually,

Byrtha ended up walking alone, she was promised help and food by a man on the road but she overheard a conversation and

discovered he was planning to sell her to the Normans! She ran away as fast as she could. She joined a group of refugees who

were heading to Ely, an island in the Fens where a rebellion, led by Hereward the Wake, was building. 

As soon as Byrtha arrived in Ely she set to work, helping to build defences against the Normans. There was a great atmosphere

among the rebels, they told stories of Hereward and shared food around the fires. Byrtha even married a soldier!

Support amongst the nobles started to dwindle though and they gradually started making their peace with William. Eventually,

the location of the secret causeway was revealed and the Normans stormed the island. Byrtha's husband was killed and she fled

to the woods - alone and with no where to go. Again.


