Environment News

Scything in the Cathedral

Meadow

The Biodiversity Team had a training session in the
grounds of Ely Cathedral on how to scythe from
Richard Brown, WildScythe
(https://wildscythe.co.uk/).

They will be using their newfound skills to manage
the grassland in the Dean's Paddock which will help
promote a flower rich, biodiverse grassland. This
process is an efficient method of grass cutting and
it also helps to protect the wildlife that lives in the
Dean's Paddock.

Carbon 360 Survey

We’d Love Your Input

The Environment Group would value your views as
part of the Church of England’s Carbon 360
programme, which helps churches and cathedrals
take stock of current practice and areas for
improvement around environmental sustainability.

As part of our Carbon 360 work, we are gathering
feedback to give us a basic snapshot and your
insight is appreciated. Please take a few minutes to
complete the short staff survey below. Volunteers
and visitors are also being invited to take part via a
separate survey.

CLICK HERE

It only takes a moment to take part — there are just
three multiple-choice questions to answer. We’d be
very grateful if you could share your views.

Please complete the survey by the end of June.

World Bee Day - 20 May

On 20th May each year World Bee Day is celebrated to
raise awareness of the importance of bees as
pollinators. In the UK, as well as one species of
honeybee, there are 24 different bumblebees, and more
than 250 solitary bees.

This year the Biodiversity Team has been taking part in
the BeeWalk run by the Bumblebee Conservation Trust
(https://beewalk.org.uk/). BeeWalkers across the
country sign up and commit to a monthly walk along a
fixed route, gathering abundance and distribution data
which is fed back to the Trust. The data collected from
this citizen science project helps monitor how
bumblebee populations are reacting to climate change
and changes in land use.

Armed with nets and pots, once a month, the team
follows a route that starts in the Almonry Garden, heads
onto the East Lawn, goes down Oyster Lane, and
finishes up in the Dean’s Paddock. By trapping
bumblebees in the net and transferring them into a pot
they can be examined closely, and, with the aid of an
identification chart, the species and caste (queen,
worker, male) is determined and recorded, then the
bees are released.

This June, in addition to the monthly BeeWalk, the
Biodiversity Team are joining forces with the Learning
Department and holding a Discovery Morning:
Bumblebees, to share their passion for these
industrious insects. Why not come along and join in?


https://wildscythe.co.uk/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Carbon360SurveyStaff
https://beewalk.org.uk/
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	Have you Explored the New Intranet Yet?
	Our new intranet is now live, and we’d love your help in making it as useful and up to date as possible.
	Please take a few minutes to:
	Explore the pages and get familiar with what’s available
	Use the intranet as your go‑to source for policies, handbooks, and key documents (it’s the single source of truth — not the X drive)
	Check information related to your area and flag anything that’s out of date or unclear
	Suggest new content that would be helpful for you or your team
	Your feedback really matters and will help shape the intranet as a living resource for everyone.
	📧 Share thoughts, updates, or ideas at intranet@elycathedral.org Thank you for getting involved and helping to make this a valuable space for us all.

	Coffee, Cake and Chat
	Wednesday 24th June 3:30pm - 4:30pm
	We are very pleased to be working with VISTA Littleport school this year and offering 4 students work experience placements. They will meet some members of the Cathedral team throughout their week with us, but they won’t have time to meet everyone. It’s so important that our placement students get a real sense of the community and range of roles here at the Cathedral so we will be hosting a “Coffee, Cake and Chat” at the Cathedral Centre on Wednesday 24th June between 3.30pm and 4.30pm.
	It would be wonderful to see you there, the more the merrier, so that the students can get a real sense of the team that keeps the Cathedral running. Do let me know if you have any dietary requirements beforehand so that we can make sure that there is cake for all.


	Third Peregrine Chick Hatched!
	Update from 8 May
	A third peregrine chick successfully hatched yesterday evening after getting a little help from the falcon to break free from its shell.
	This morning, the newest arrival was already being fed alongside its siblings, while the falcon made quick work of eating the remaining shell — a completely natural behaviour that helps keep the nest clean and recovers valuable nutrients.


	Unveiling the Punch Group Photograph
	Douglas Downing

	Update from the Friends Office
	Shelley Bolderson

	Mother Union 150th Anniversary Coffee Morning
	28 April

	Keeping Children and Young People Safe on School Trips
	You’ll probably have seen some of the signage that we have up at the entrance to the Cathedral and in the areas where we are doing our activities that advises visitors not to take photographs of any visiting children. This keeps the children safe and protects their right to privacy. Once the children have arrived we always have a 5-10 minute slot timetabled in to do a short briefing, here we share with them information about what to do if the fire alarm goes off, they get lost, and more general pointers to keep them safe. We always ask teachers to ensure that their staff ratio is high and support them with this by welcoming all accompanying adults free of charge. To ensure that the ratio stays the same throughout the day, we also offer visiting teachers tea and coffee at lunch time – so there’s no need to pop to Nero! All children should therefore be accompanied by their adults throughout the day.
	Once the school has left we make sure to follow up on any safeguarding concerns if they have arisen before the end of the day. This means contacting the school, but also making safeguarding leads in the Cathedral aware too. We also send out an electronic feedback questionnaire to all visiting teachers and have recently included a safeguarding question within that so that we can keep reflecting on our own procedures and ensure that they are meeting the needs of visiting schools.
	Keeping children and young people safe is central to all of the school visits or events that we offer. We want the children to have a great time and the teachers to feel confident in bringing their pupils to the Cathedral.
	Our safeguarding procedure starts well before the children arrive at the Cathedral. Every lead teacher is sent a Safeguarding form at the time of booking, this requires them to include the name and contact details of the safeguarding lead in school as well as telling us about any additional needs that may be present in the group. It’s important to have the contact information for the safeguarding lead in school as it might not always be appropriate to raise any concerns with the visiting staff. In addition to this, all our risk assessments are published in the Learning and Families section of the website, meaning that teaching staff can confidently complete their own risk assessments tailored to the children they are bringing. Of course, the Learning team and all our volunteers all have the appropriate DBS checks and training that we need for the roles that carry out.

	Artefact of the Month
	The Sundial
	As you walk through the south car park, the distinctive blue and gold sundial on the South Transept wall draws the eye. It was made by a Mr Rider in 1691 for £10.  The cost was met from a fine paid by Sir Richard Onslow after he’d defaulted on a payment to the Cathedral and been taken to court. Records show Mr Rider was paid for other work at Ely, including adding a pendulum to the vestry clock and painting the dial over the west door.
	The Roman numerals around the outside denote the hours, and the black crosses (possibly fleurs-de-lis) the half hours. The black symbols in the inner square represent signs of the zodiac or constellations, and are linked by gold bands to indicate the months and seasons.
	The words at the top are in Ancient Greek: ΚΑΙΡΟΝ ΓΝΩΘΙ (‘Kairon Gnothi’), which means ‘know the time’, or more accurately ‘know the opportune moment/when the time is right’. This is a quote from Pittacus (c640-568 BC), one of the Seven Sages of Ancient Greece. The same quote features on a modern sundial at Selwyn College but otherwise is very rare on sundials.
	In 1961, The Friends gave £40 to repaint the sundial, then in 1994 £1,578 for its repair and repainting. It was most recently restored and re-gilded in 2015, part of a wider programme both internally and externally on the South Transept.
	Next time you walk through the south car park on a sunny day and check your watch, do bear in mind sundials show local solar time, and obviously don’t take account of British Summertime!


	Sponsor a Pilgrim
	Youth Pilgrimage
	Saturday 11 July Ely Cathedral are inviting young people from our churches in school years 7 to 13 to gather together for a Pilgrimage on Saturday 11 July, for a day in the Cathedral and its precincts.
	They will be spending time in the Bishop's Garden, Cathedral and exploring Ely. Young people will be joining in with workshops, a scavenger hunt around Ely and tours of the Cathedral. They will also be spending time worshipping together in the spectacular Presbytery and eating together, with food provided by the amazing hospitality team. This years theme is Inspirational People.

	https://www.elycathedral.org/donate/ely-cathedral-youth-pilgrimage
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