
A Lightbulb Moment! 

As you know work is underway to  
install energy-efficient, LED light-
ing in the Cathedral, have you fol-
lowed suit yet?  If not here are a 
few facts and figures to consider.  

 

We use 3 common types of lightbulb in our homes: 
halogens; CFL (compact fluorescent lamps); and LED 
(Light emitting diodes).  Halogens are the least effi-
cient, which led to the Government banning their sale 
just over a year ago. CFL use up to 3 times less energy 
than halogens however they use considerably more 
than LED and, by the end of next year, the Govern-
ment also plans to remove them from sale.   

 

That leaves LED bulbs which, in addition to using far 
less energy, have a longer lifespan than their counter-
parts, lasting an average of 25,000 hours compared to 
10,000 hours for CFL and 2,000 for halogens.  Switch-
ing to LED bulbs, if you’ll pardon the vernacular, is a 
no-brainer! 

Although LED light bulbs are more expensive 
than their alternatives, initial outlay could be 
offset by savings in energy consumption.  Fig-
ures published by Which (October 2022) sug-
gest that a typical 700+ lumen LED bulb will 
cost around £1.71 a year, based on three hours 
of use every day. For a CFL alternative that 
would be £2.04, or £8.42 if you use an existing 
halogen bulb.     

 

If you do decide to replace any remaining halo-
gens or CFL bulbs remember to dispose of them 
correctly.   

 

Unfortunately halogens cannot be recycled as 
it’s too difficult to separate the fine wires, they 
need to be wrapped in paper and put in with 
the household waste.  CFL bulbs contain tiny 
amounts of mercury so shouldn’t be put in with 
day-to-day rubbish, however the good news is 
that they can be recycled, including locally at 
Witchford Recycling Centre.   

 

LED bulbs should last several years but when 
they finally expire it’s great to know that they 
are totally recyclable.  It’s also worth noting that 
LED bulbs typically come with a warranty of be-
tween two and four years, so check the packag-
ing for more information when you’re buying 
new bulbs. 

 

Government figures predict that the change to 
LED bulbs will cut 1.26 million tonnes of  

 

CO2 – the equivalent of removing over half a  
million cars from UK roads.  Also as lighting 
makes up 11% of the average UK household 
electricity 

 

 consumption, changing your bulbs could help 
you save money.  If you haven’t already done so 
already, maybe now’s the time to make the 
switch. 

  Rebecca Mundy 
 Ely Cathedral Environment Group  

Staff Bike2work  

As part of the  
Government's Green 
Transport Plan, the 
Bike2work scheme are 
offering the opportunity 

to save up to 42% on the cost of Bicycles and/or 
equipment up to a certain value. This is made  
possible by saving on Income Tax and National 
 Insurance Contributions.  Cost is spread over 
monthly interest free payments (via salary  
sacrifice) 

 

There is some work involved for our Finance team to 
set up the scheme and at this stage we would like to 
gauge whether staff are interested. 

 

If you would like to register your interest,  please 
email me directly: gemma.hardy@elycathedral.org 




