
Ely Cathedral Precinct – Improving Biodiversity

Last autumn, as part of Ely Cathedral’s commitment 
to conserving and enhancing the natural 
environment, an ecological appraisal of the land 
within the Precinct was commissioned and carried 
out.  The aim was to provide a baseline assessment 
of the land’s biodiversity value and identify scope for 
habitat enhancement and creation.  We were also 
fortunate to have members of the Wildlife Trust for 
Beds, Cambs & Northants visit the site and carry out 
a botanical survey.  Both reports came up with some 
very interesting  ndings and have given us plenty of 
food for thought.

Our focus on biodiversity stems from its essential 
part in maintaining healthy ecosystems in our 
environment.  These ecosystems then play an 
important part in carbon capture and storage. The 
results of the appraisal made it clear that there are 
plenty of opportunities to increase the ecological 
value and potential of our land.

One area identi  ed as a priority for improvement is 
the grassland around the Cathedral and in Cherry 
Hill Park.  It was found to have  ve or fewer species 
per square metre and assessed as ‘poor’.  Enhancing 
these areas by the introduction of suitable native 
herb and grass species would attract a wider range 
of butter  ies and pollinators. Mowing less often and 
not cutting the grass as short would also help 
improve the biodiversity of the sward and increase 
root depth.       

Deep roots prevent soil erosion and makes 
the grass more resistant to drought, which is 
becoming a more common occurrence.  A
positive outcome to the recent damage
sustained on Cross Green and the East Lawn is 
that it gives us the opportunity to re-sow the 
areas with a more varied seed mix. 

Trees are well-known for their capacity to 
capture and store carbon but they have other 
ecological bene  ts.  Interestingly, one of the 
most valuable features identi  ed by the 
surveys is the standing dead tree in the Dean’s 
Meadow. Its value as a potential habitat for 
roosting bats, nesting birds, fungi, and 
deadwood-feeding (saproxylic) invertebrates 
was noted to be considerable.  Also the 
deadwood, in the form of fallen or cut branches 
in the meadow, is a potential habitat for fungi 
and saproxylic invertebrates.    

Other suggested enhancements include bat 
and bird boxes, planting scrub, and continuing 
Café Church’s work to improve the hedging 
around the Precinct.  These projects would 
provide more varied habitats, food sources and 
wildlife corridors and help with carbon, 
capture/storage.     

In an ideal world, we would implement all 
the suggestions put forward by these reports.  
However, initially, we plan to do what is 
necessary (i.e. remove invasive plants) and then 
tackle the measures that are achievable in the 
short term, of which grassland and tree 
management are a high priority.  However, 
looking to the future, there are also some more 
ambitious projects that were proposed that 
could be of great value ecologically and tie in 
with the Cathedral Precinct’s rich history.  These 
are being investigated further so watch this 
space! 

If you have any questions or comments please 
email: environment@elycathedral.org 

Rebecca Mundy - Environment Group




