
         
 

                                                    

PRESS RELEASE 

A 13m long table created from a 5,000-year-old fossilised black oak tree, discovered in 

the fens, to make its debut appearance at Ely Cathedral.  

 

The giant black oak tree was found in a field at Wissington Fen in 2012, the year of HM The Queen’s Diamond 

Jubilee. For the past 10 years, a team of privately funded specialist crafts people have created a stunning 

sculptured table, from the 5000 year old wood, preserving it in perpetuity for future generations to admire and 

use.  

 

Hamish Low, has led the project over the last 10 years and has been delighted with the generosity of private 

donors, local businesses, charitable foundations and trusts.  “We are truly grateful to all those who have funded 

this project. In addition to the support that has come from The Building Crafts College in Stratford, London, 

who not only allowed the use of their workshop facilities but encouraged students from their cabinet 

making and woodworking courses to get involved.”  

 

The initial plan was for the table to be exhibited in Ely Cathedral’s Lady Chapel, but the sheer size limited 

any other activities taking place with the space. Instead it will be located in the main Cathedral in one of the 

side aisles, running parallel to the Nave, where visitors can feel the table and appreciate the size and 

craftmanship. Information boards will detail the history of black oak (known locally as ‘bog oak’), and 

highlight elements of the 10 year project including its commemoration to HM The Queen. 

 

The Dean of Ely, The Very Revd Mark Bonney says “Ely Cathedral sits prominently in the Fen landscape, a 

landscape that five thousand years ago was dominated not by a Cathedral, but by the most magnificent oak 

trees. All that remains of these tress are pieces of Black Oak that Fen farmers find on a regular basis, though 

a piece of as long as the Black Oak table, discovered ten years ago, is  a truly remarkable, and it’s 

transformation into a magnificent table a stunning piece of craftsmanship. We are delighted that such a 

noteworthy piece of craftsmanship should make its debut appearance in the Cathedral. The table has been 

dedicated to HM The Queen and we feel very honoured to be the first venue to host it, in this her Platinum 

Jubilee year”.   

 

The table will be a private official unveiling of the table at Ely Cathedral where key sponsors and supporters 

will be invited to attend. The key sponsors who have supported the project from day one includes Peter and 



Claire Shropshire, John and Trish Shropshire, Ely-based Malco Freight, Logosol UK, Sackville Oak Frames and 

Kent and London based furniture design makers Steve Cook and Mauro Dell’Orco.  

 

The Jubilee Black Oak Table will be in the Cathedral from 18 May 2022 until March 2023. Please check website 

for details. www.elycathedral.org 

 
 
ENDS 
For further information please contact Lesley Ann Thompson - 01353 660350 / 07930 918885 
Images Credit – Keith Heppel/Ely Cathedral 
 
Editors Notes 
For further information about the table please visit The Fenland Black Oak Project website 
www.thefenlandblackoakproject.co.uk 
 
 
About Ely Cathedral 
Highly regarded by historians and architects from all over the world for its beauty and size, Ely Cathedral is widely 

acknowledged as ‘one of the wonders of the Medieval world’. Visible for miles around, the Cathedral is often 

referred to as ‘The Ship of the Fens’.   

 

The present building dates from 1081 and is a remarkable example of both Romanesque and Norman architecture. 

In addition to its unique Octagon Tower and magnificent Lady Chapel, Ely has the third longest nave of any UK 

Cathedral.  The Cathedral’s role today is not so far removed from its days as a Benedictine monastery and offers 

regular daily worship with a special emphasis on choral music.  It still maintains a resident choir of 22 choristers and 

6 lay clerks and so continues the tradition of choral evensong every day of the week during term time. 

 

As well as being a major visitor attraction, the Cathedral serves as a cultural focal point for East Anglia by providing a 

unique venue for the arts & music, for exhibitions, concerts and theatre.  Most recently Ely has gained global 

recognition a prominent film location including Elizabeth: The Golden Age, The Other Boleyn Girl, Macbeth, The 

King’s Speech and The Crown. 

 


