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Welcome
Ely Cathedral is acknowledged as one of the Wonders of the Medieval 
World and has attracted visitors and pilgrims for over a thousand years. 
Located just north of Cambridge, this iconic landmark stands as a place 
of worship, visitor attraction, heritage site and filming location. As one of 
East Anglia’s most popular destinations, it is an all-seasons attraction and 
open all year round. 
 
In 2023 Ely celebrates 1350 years since its 
foundation. To mark the occasion there will 
be new tours, plus several exhibitions focussed 
around the life of St. Etheldreda, and the 
history and heritage of this extraordinary place. 
Please check the website for details.
 
Ely is one of the smallest cities in the UK which makes everywhere easily 
accessible on foot. Many groups combine a visit to Ely Cathedral with a 
tour of Oliver Cromwell’s House or Ely Museum. There are local markets 
to enjoy plus many specialist independent shops. The Cathedral itself 
is surrounded by beautiful parkland and a picturesque riverside with 
restaurants, galleries and antique shops.



Ely Cathedral warmly welcomes groups and organised tours.

Our dedicated Groups Co-ordinator will be happy to arrange your day 
out at Ely Cathedral to include special tours and lunches or afternoon tea 
at the Almonry Restaurant.  

Group booking benefits include:
• Preferential rates to pre-booked groups of 15 or more
• Priority bookings at the Almonry Restaurant
• A Meet and Greet service
• Coach pick-up and drop-off outside the main door of the Cathedral
• Specialist talks and guided tours 
• Free pre-visit and entry for your Group Organiser
• Foreign language tours available on request

Visitors with limited mobility or physical impairments
We aim to provide a warm welcome for all our visitors. We have 
accessible parking, accessible toilets and accessibility ramps. Please 
contact the Groups Co-ordinator if you would like further details. 

Groups and coach parties must book in advance. 
Please note we are only able to accommodate group visits Mondays to 
Saturdays. For any queries or bookings please contact our dedicated 
Groups Co-ordinator on: 01353 660359 or email: visits@elycathedral.org



Classic Group Package
• Coach drop-off/pick up directly outside main the entrance 
• Meet and Greet service on arrival
• Visitor information leaflet for all participants
• Personal Tour Guide (if requested in advance)

Tower Tours
A visit to Ely Cathedral would not be complete without a tour of one of 
our celebrated towers. The unique Octagon Tower, 170 steps ascending 
Medieval turrets. The celebrated West Tower, 288 steps, offers one of the 
best views in East Anglia. 
Tours available daily (subject to guide availability) at an additional cost. 

A reasonable level of fitness is required to climb either tower.                                               
Tours subject to weather and light conditions and cannot take place in wet weather.

Special Interest Tours
Exclusive ground floor tours and Special Interest tours can be easily be 
arranged for groups and large parties. These may incur additional costs. 
Please contact us for details and availability.



St Etheldreda: 673 - 2023
In 2023 we have a full programme 
of events celebrating 1350 years 
since the founding of Ely Cathedral 
including exhibitions and tours. 
More detailed information 
available via our website.

14 June - 26 July
Threads through Creation
A breathtaking exhibition of 
twelve enormous, embroidered 
silk panels that explore the story 
of Creation. Textile artist, Jacqui 
Parkinson, re-tells the Creation in a 
vibrant combination of silk, hand-
dyed materials, metallic leathers 
and gold leaf, miles of thread – and 
more than eight million stitches!

5 August 
Green Fair
A fun family Eco event. 
(Free entry)

15 - 18 November 
Christmas Gift & Food Fair
Discover perfect presents for 
friends and family from over a 
hundred boutique stalls and 
designers all located in the 
Cathedral’s magnificent nave 
The grounds surrounding the 
Cathedral are also now 
incorporated into the 
Christmas Fair experience.

2023 Events 



Shopping, Eating and Drinking

The Cathedral Shop
Our Gift Shop is located inside the Cathedral building. It sells a 
wonderful selection of gifts and cards as well as merchandise produced 
by local craft people. We also stock a comprehensive selection of books 
and music in addition to souvenirs and guide books as a memento of 
your visit.

The Almonry Restaurant
The Almonry Restaurant is a truly unique location nestled amongst the 
medieval precinct of Ely Cathedral. The main restaurant is located in a 
13th century under-croft and can seat up to 60 guests. The elegant Tea 
Room and beautiful gardens provide plenty more seating to enjoy 
morning coffee or a full afternoon tea whilst overlooking the magnificent 
east end of the Cathedral.  
Groups welcome. Please call 01353 666360. 



More reasons to visit Ely Cathedral!

• Daily Choral Evensong sung by the Cathedral choirs or visiting choirs
• Acknowledged as one of the finest Cathedrals in Europe
• The largest Lady Chapel in England
• World famous Octagon and Lantern Tower
• Largest collection of Medieval buildings still in daily use
• Unique and only Museum of Stained Glass in the UK

The King’s Speech

Elizabeth ‘The  Golden Age’

The Crown NETFLIX

Ely Cathedral is considered one of 
the region’s most prominent film 
locations, having featured in no 
less than eight celebrated 
movies including The King’s 
Speech, The Crown, Jupiter 
Ascending, Macbeth, The Other 
Boleyn Girl and Elizabeth: The 
Golden Age.

Netflix drama ‘The Crown’  staring 
former Doctor Who Matt Smith, 
Wolf Hall actress Claire Foy and 
Oscar nominated John Lithgow, 
was one of the most recent major 
productions to be filmed at Ely 
Cathedral. Areas of Ely Cathedral 
were transformed to represent 
Westminster Abbey, including The 
West Porch, Nave and High Altar. 

Through its filming, Ely Cathedral 
has welcomed what would read 
as, quite possibly, the most
illustrious cast ever assembled.

A Major Film and 
TV Location



How To find Us
Ely Cathedral is located approximately 15 miles North of the University 
City of Cambridge. It is well serviced by excellent road and rail routes.
Address: Ely Cathedral, Ely, Cambs, CB7 4DL

Coach Parking
There is a coach drop off bay directly outside the Cathedral.
Free coach parking is located approximately 5 minutes from the city 
centre at Ellgia Football Club, Downham Road, Ely, CB6 2SH. 
There are a wide variety of food outlets, toilet facilities and a cinema at 
this location.

www.elycathedral.org   Follow us on:


