
Worship, Prayer and Christian Formation at Ely Cathedral

Advent, Christmas and Epiphany 

In Joyful Expectation 
and Triumphant Hope



In Joyful Expectation and Triumphant Hope

Our hope is in Jesus Christ, the light of the world, and this period of Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany helps us turn towards him and celebrate his coming, 
and rejoice in the transforming joy that brings to the world. 

We celebrate God coming amongst us in the babe of Bethlehem and move from 
waiting to fulfilment, darkness to light - our great Creator, who was and is and is 
to come.
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Advent

In Advent we traditionally reflect on The Four Last Things - Death, Judgement, Heaven and 
Hell - but also look forward in hope and anticipation to the coming of Christ as Saviour as a 
human being, God with us. These two elements of solemn contemplation and joyful 
expectation are both essential to the proper understanding of a good Advent. 

A Prayer for the Season

Come, thou redeemer of the earth,
And manifest thy Virgin-birth:
Let every age adoring fall;
Such birth befits the Lord of all.

Tuesdays 30 November, 7 & 14 December, 8pm
Advent Compline
in The Lady Chapel

Compline is the last service of the seven which are sung daily in monasteries and convents. 
It brings us to the end of the day, and it is also a gentle preparation for the end of life, very 
much in the spirit of Thomas Ken’s words:

Teach me to live, that I may dread
The grave as little as my bed;
Teach me to die, that so I may
Rise glorious on that aweful day.

Compline in the Cathedral has changed very little since the monks of Ely sang it before the 
Reformation. It is a meditative, candlelit space for music, prayer and reflection, to quiet and 
calm the soul, to look back over the day that is gone, and to commend ourselves and those 
we love to the care of God as night comes.

Worship is offered daily, all are welcome.

Monday - Saturday
7.30am  Morning Prayer (a short said service with bible readings, canticles and prayers)
8.00am  Holy Communion (said)
5.30pm  Evensong

Sunday
8.15am  Holy Communion (a said service, in traditional language with a short address)
10.30am  Sung Eucharist with music, hymns and sermon
4.00pm  Choral Evensong with short address

On Thursdays there is an additional Eucharist at 12.10pm.
Morning Prayer is also available via Zoom. A full list of services can be found on the 
Cathedral website www.elycathedral.org
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Advent Course and Discussion

Christ Among Us 
Study and Prayer in Advent
Reading the Signs of the Times

‘The Spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
strength, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of the knowledge of  the fear of the Lord.”  
(Isaiah chapter 11)

Advent Sermons
Sunday 28 November, 10.30am 
The Rev Dr Alex Jensen
Alex Jensen has been Principal at the 
Eastern Region Ministry Course since 
2016. As a native of Germany, Alex studied 
theology at the universities of Tübingen, 
Durham and Oxford. He has been a lecturer 
at the Church of Ireland Theological College 
in Dublin and Murdoch University in Perth, 
Western Australia. During this sabbatical 
term Alex is working on the theology of the 
Incarnation. 
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God’s Downward Journey: 
Three Meditations on the 
Incarnation
Sundays 28 November, 5 & 12 December, 
Noon
Powcher’s Hall
After the Choral Eucharist on Advent 
Sunday and the two Sundays following we 
will meet in Powcher’s Hall at noon, where 
Dr Jensen will offer a meditation, followed 
by discussion assisted by Canon Martin.  

Coffee and light refreshments will be 
available, and we will be finished by 1pm.



Sunday 5 December, 10.30am 
The Revd Canon Jeremy Morris
Canon Jeremy Morris has worked in 
Cambridge as Vice-Principal of Westcott 
House Theological College, Dean of King’s 
College and Master of Trinity Hall. He has 
written widely on nineteenth and
twentieth century history and is 
the editor of The Oxford History of 
Anglicanism volume on Global western 
Anglicanism in the twentieth century.

Sunday 12 December, 10.30am  
Loretta Minghella
Loretta was installed as the 44th Master of 
Clare College, Cambridge last month where 
she studied Law as an undergraduate. 
Her role will include overseeing a major 
building programme, the 50th anniversary 
celebrations of the admission of women 
students to Clare in 1972, and the 700th 
anniversary celebrations of the College’s 
foundation in 1326. She was the First 
Church Estates Commissioner from 2017-21 
where her main duty was to chair the work 
of the Church Commissioners and its 
stewardship of an investment portfolio of 
c.£8 billion.  From 2010-2017 she served as 
Chief Executive of Christian Aid and before 
that in a senior position in the Financial 
Services Authority.

Sunday 19 December, 10.30am
The Very Revd Mark Bonney, Dean of Ely
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Advent Worship

Sunday 28 November
Advent Sunday

10.30am 
Advent Sunday Eucharist
Today we begin a new Church Year and begin again to explore the depth that this has to 
offer. Music includes Philip Stopford’s Belfast Centenary Eucharist - and Bairstow’s Let all 
mortal flesh keep silence.

6pm 
Advent Procession
This wonderful and inspiring service helps us prepare our hearts and minds for the season of 
Advent, a time of patient waiting and joyful expectation. The service is built on the Great 
Advent Antiphons (explained in their own section on page 8) and will include works by 
Richard Marlow, Anna Semple, Kerensa Briggs and Cecilia McDowall.

Sunday 5 December 
Second Sunday of Advent 

10.30am 
Sung Eucharist
We hear Isaiah proclaim that in the kingdom ‘the wolf shall lie down with the lamb, the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid‘, and John the Baptist calls his listeners to repentance.  
Music includes Berkeley’s Missa Brevis and Elgar’s Ave verum corpus.
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Sunday 12 December 
Third Sunday of Advent 

10.30am 
Sung Eucharist
The prophet Isaiah looks forward to the time when‚ ‘the ransomed of the Lord shall come to 
Zion with singing’, whilst John the Baptist hears in prison of the great thing that Jesus is 
doing. With music by Ireland and Gibbons.

4pm 
Choral Evensong with Britten’s Ceremony of Carols
The Girl Choristers sing Britten’s 1942 unearthly collection of settings from medieval and 
sixteenth-century carol texts. They sing to a harp accompaniment and enclose the 
carols, beginning and end, by plainsong which celebrates Christ’s incarnation, ‘Hodie 
Christus Natus Est’. Today Christ is born, today the Saviour appears; today the angels sing on 
earth, the archangels rejoice. Today the just exult, saying ‘Glory to God in the Highest, alleluia!’

6.30pm 
Advent Taizé Service
Across the world, Christian communities of all denominations worship in the style of the 
Taizé Community in France. Founded by Brother Roger in 1940, this monastic community 
attracts thousands of pilgrims a year to live and worship, the majority of them young people. 
Using simple chants, prayers and times of silence, worshippers are encouraged to grow ever 
deeper into a relationship with God. The chants, with easily learned music and accompanied 
by a few instruments, sustain each service (or Prayer as it is known in Taizé). The Advent Taizé 
service in the Cathedral, held in the Lady Chapel by candlelight, has established itself firmly 
in the preparations for Christmas.



The ‘Great O’s’ of Advent

The ‘Great O’s’ are seven invocations of the different names of Christ, looking towards his 
coming into the world under different titles. Each one, addressing Christ, begins ‘O..!’   

They are used as antiphons (opening and closing threads of song) for the Magnificat in the 
Catholic tradition, which is how the Cathedral offers them this year, during Evensong, or at 
said Evening Prayer, from Friday 17 to Thursday 23 December.
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Friday 17 December                                                              O Sapientia  O Wisdom
5.30pm 
Choral Evensong
O Wisdom, coming from the mouth of the most High, reaching from one end to the other, 
mightily and sweetly ordering all things: Come and teach us the way of prudence. 

Saturday 18 December                                                                                                    O Adonai   O Lord
5.30pm 
Evening Prayer
O Adonai, and leader of the House of Israel, who appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning 
bush and gave him the law on Sinai: Come and redeem us with an outstretched arm.

Sunday 19 December                            O Radix Jesse   O Root of Jesse
Fourth Sunday of Advent   
O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign among the peoples; before you kings will shut their mouths, 
to you the nations will make their prayer: Come and deliver us, and delay no longer.

10.30am
Sung Eucharist
On the fourth Sunday of Advent, the response of Mary is the focus of our attention, with 
Isaiah’s prophecy that ’the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name 
him Immanuel‘, and Matthew‘s gospel tells of the annunciation to Joseph ‚ Mary was found 
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Music includes Duruflé’s Messe cum jubilo and Biebl’s 
Ave Maria.

4pm 
Choral Evensong
Preacher: Sarah Armstrong
Sarah is a member of the Learning department at the Cathedral and is training for 
ordination at Westcott House in Cambridge. With music by Howells and Byrd.

5.30pm
Simply Singing Carols 
Wrap up warm for outdoor carol singing, hot chocolate and activities for children. Join us 
on the East Lawn near the Lady Chapel. A prize for the person with the most joyfully festive 
attire!



Monday 20 December                                                               O Clavis David   O Key of David
5.30pm 
Choral Evensong
O Key of David and sceptre of the House of Israel; you open and no one can shut; you shut and 
no one can open: Come and lead the prisoners from the prison house, those who dwell in 
darkness and the shadow of death.

Tuesday 21 December                                                                                   O Oriens  O Dayspring
5.30pm 
Evening Prayer
O Dayspring, splendour of light eternal and sun of righteousness:
Come and enlighten those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.

Wednesday 22 December                          O Rex Gentium   O King of the Nations
5.30pm 
Choral Evensong
O King of the nations, and their desire, the cornerstone making both one: Come and save the 
human race, which you fashioned from clay.

Thursday 23 December                                   O Emmanuel   God With us 
O Emmanuel, our king and our lawgiver, the hope of the nations and their Saviour:
Come and save us, O Lord our God.

6pm 
Carol Service 1
This processional service includes many opportunities for congregational singing as well as 
a colourful mix of carols from the Girl and Boy Choristers and Lay Clerks. With music by John 
Rutter, Bob Chilcott and Sarah MacDonald.
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Christmas Sermons

Friday 24 December, 11pm
Christmas Eve 
The Bishop

Saturday 25 December, 10.30am
Christmas Day Festal Eucharist 
The Dean

A Prayer for the Season

O sweet Child of Bethlehem,
grant that we may share with all our hearts 
in this profound mystery of Christmas.
Put into the hearts of men and women this peace
for which they sometimes seek so desperately
and which you alone can give to them.
Help them to know one another better,
and to live as brothers and sisters,
children of the same Father.
Reveal to them also your beauty, holiness and purity.
Awake in their hearts
love and gratitude for your infinite goodness.
Join them all together in your love.
And give us your heavenly peace. 
Amen.  

Prayer of Pope John XXIII

Christmas                            
Peace on Earth, Goodwill to All People

At Christmas, God comes among us - not in power, 
or in eloquence, but as a new-born, dependent 
upon human love and care for his survival. The 
great preacher Lancelot Andrewes called Jesus, The 
Word without a word, because the swaddled baby 
in the manger is also the power which has brought 
everything into being. Because God emptied 
himself out to become human, human beings are 
forever brought back into close intimacy with God. 
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Friday 24 December 
Christmas Eve

6pm 
Carol Service 2
With the Girl and Boy Choristers and Lay Clerks.
See Carol Service 1 (page 9) for details.

11pm 
Midnight Mass
When peaceful silence lay over all, and the night in its 
swift course was half spent: down from the heavens, 
from the royal throne, leapt your all powerful Word. 

The waiting and watching of Advent is brought to 
fulfilment in the deepest part of the night. Mary 
brings to birth the newborn infant who is also 
the redeemer of all creation. The midnight service 
hallows the turning of the night to Christmas, and 
honours Jesus’ birth in word and sacrament, carols 
and song. Music includes Missa Nativitas Domini by 
June Nixon and well-known carols.
The Bishop will preside and preach. 
Incense will be used.

Saturday 25 December 
Christmas Day

8.15am 
Holy Communion

10.30am 
Festal Eucharist
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning!

The people of God rejoice together, singing carols, 
sharing in communion, hearing and receiving the 
Word. Music includes Mozart’s Sparrow Mass and 
popular carols. The Dean will preside and preach.
Incense will be used.

4pm 
Festal Evensong
We conclude our Christmas Day celebrations with a 
glorious Evensong. Includes Gustav Holst’s tuneful 
and festive anthem Christmas Day.
Incense will be used.
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Sunday 26 December 
Stephen, Deacon, first martyr  
Stephen was the first martyr of the early Christian church. In honouring him, the order of 
the Church’s feasts moves abruptly from rejoicing to the realities of commitment to Christ’s 
Way in this confused and violent world. Stephen witnessed to Jesus as Messiah and was 
then stoned for blasphemy. As he died, Stephen saw a vision of heaven and prayed for 
forgiveness for his persecutors.

10.30am
Sung Eucharist
President and Preacher: The Bishop

4pm
Come and Sing Carols (see next page for information)

Monday 27 December - Saturday 1 January
8.30am Morning Prayer, 9.00am Holy Communion, 4pm Evening Prayer

Monday 27 December 
St John the Evangelist  
St John the Evangelist is honoured for the Gospel named after him, which contains the 
most mystical of the visions of Jesus as both human and divine, participating both in 
human mortality and in the eternal nature of God the maker, redeemer and sustainer of all 
things. 
          
Tuesday 28 December 
The Holy Innocents
Again we see the violence with which the realities of human power and greed surround the 
proclamation of the good news of peace. The feast of the Holy Innocents remembers the 
infants of Bethlehem killed by King Herod. Herod ordered their murder in an attempt to 
eliminate the threat he perceived to his own power in Jesus’ birth. Jesus and his family 
escaped his soldiers to become refugees in Egypt.

Saturday 1 January 2022
Naming and Circumcision of Jesus
Eight days after Jesus’ birth, he was circumcised according to Jewish law, and this Feast 
marks that moment in real time, eight days after the Feast Day of Christmas itself. 

The Peace Light From Bethlehem
In late November each year, a party of Scouts from Austria travel 
to Bethlehem to light a lamp from the eternal flame in the Grotto 
of Christ’s birth at the Church of the Holy Nativity. The flame - the 
Peace Light - is then taken by air and sea to twenty-five countries 
across the world. We will receive it into the Cathedral in 
mid-December. It will be kept alight in St Dunstan’s Chapel from 
where it will be used to spread the light at Christmas services and 
may be received by individuals to take home. 
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Sunday 29 December 
1st Sunday of Christmas

10.30am 
Sung Eucharist
Preacher: The Dean

4pm 
Come and Sing Carols
(See next page for details)



Carol Services 

Enjoy music, rejoicing, story, brass bands, choirs, and all the joy of Christmas in our Ely 
community at our various different carol services!

Saturday 11 December, 2pm
Community Christmas Carol Sing-a-long
Come and sing along to your favourite carols with the Ely Cathedral Community Choir
accompanied by the Littleport Brass Band. With Christmas music, readings and prayers.

Thursday 23 & Friday 24 December, 6pm 
Service of Lessons and Carols
A carol service sung by the Girl and Boy Choristers and Lay Clerks. With music by John 
Rutter, Bob Chilcott and Sarah MacDonald.

Sunday 26 December, 4pm (rehearsal 2.15-4pm)
Come and Sing Carols
Be part of the choir for an afternoon of favourite carols in this festive free-for-all!
This annual service is led by local singers and any other singers who happen to be visiting 
Ely and who would like to join them. Singers are asked to assemble under the Octagon at 
2.15pm to rehearse. The carol choices are selected from books 1 and 2 of Carols for Choirs. 
Some copies will be available to borrow on the day, but we have to rely on most singers 
bringing their own books. All welcome.
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Children and Families at Advent and Christmas

Thursday 2 December, 10.15am
Story and Song Time at Christmas - Messy Christingle
Christmas stories, singing and fun.
Recommended for children under 5.

Thursday 2 December, 4.30pm & 6pm 
Forest Church presents Adventure* 
Make a family Advent wreath and explore Advent and the real meaning of Christmas.
Recommended for children of Primary School age / families.

Saturday 4 December, 10am
Medieval Christmas*
Join Ellyn, Mabel and Alys as they get ready for Christmas at the Bishop’s Palace. Find out all 
about how Christmas was celebrated in Medieval times, see live cooking demonstrations 
and try a traditional mince pie. You’ll be able to help out with the preparations by making 
your own medieval gingerbread and creating natural decorations.
Recommended for children aged 7+

Saturday 4 December, 3pm
Christingle Service in aid of the Children’s Society
Christingle was established in 1747 as a symbol of Christ’s light and love and has since 
become a popular family celebratory and community event. It is named after the 
Christingles that are lit during the service and made from an orange decorated with red 
tape, sweets and a candle.
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Community at 
Advent and Christmas

Saturday 25 December, Noon
Christmas Day Community Lunch*
The Almonry Restaurant
Traditional Christmas dinner with all the 
trimmings! The community lunch is held over 
three venues in Ely and is for anyone who 
would like to be part of a festive gathering on 
Christmas Day. 

Free tickets are available for those in financial 
need; £10 for those who can afford it via the 
website. All very welcome.

A previous Community Lunch 
in the Lady Chapel
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Sunday 5 December, 5.15pm 
The Big Christmas Tree Lights Switch-On Service
Come and enjoy the biggest, most spectacular Christmas tree in Ely as we count down to 
the switching on of the lights. This popular family event celebrates the festive season in 
song and prayer, concluding with the blessing of the magnificent tree!

Thursday 16 December, 10.15am
Story and Song Time at Christmas - Nativity
Christmas stories, singing and fun.
Recommended for children under 5.

Saturday 18 December, 1.30pm
Medieval Christmas* 
Details as per Saturday 4 December.

Monday 20 - Friday 24 December
Children’s Christmas Trail
Discover the Christmas story on this interactive children’s trail around the Cathedral. No 
pre-booking required. Suggested donation £2 per child. Suitable for children of all ages.

Friday 24 December
Christmas Eve
Noon & 3pm Crib Services
The children of the Cathedral retell the story of Christmas in this wonderful tableau of 
shepherds, angels and wise men. Sing carols and enjoy this family friendly celebration to 
mark the birth of Jesus. Dressing up optional! 
The 3pm service will be British Sign Language interpreted.

* Ticketed event. Tickets available from www.elycathedral.org
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Thursday 6 January
Epiphany

6.30pm
Sung Eucharist
The Eucharist for Epiphany focusses particularly on the coming of the Magi, the wise men, 
following a star to offer their homage to the infant Jesus. 

A Prayer for the Season

We honour this holy day,
adorned with three miracles:
today the star led the Magi to the manger;
today water was turned into wine for the wedding:
Today Christ desired to be baptised in the Jordan,
that he might save us all.
This is the day the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Alleluia.

Epiphany

Epiphany is ‘a showing’.  It is associated with light, with the idea of being illuminated with 
an astonishing truth which changes life for ever. First, Jesus is recognised as a King and 
worshipped by the Magi, who follow the light of a star to his dwelling place. Second, Jesus 
is himself baptised in the river Jordan and the ‘heavens tear apart’ as he is recognised by 
God himself as his Son, the Beloved. Third, at the wedding in Cana, Galilee, Jesus shows his 
abundant and generous power, changing water into wine at the wedding feast to which he 
comes as a guest. 



Sunday 9 January 
Baptism of Christ

10.30am 
Sung Eucharist
The Gospel today tells the story of Jesus’ baptism. John heralds Jesus’ coming, promising 
that his baptism will be not of water but of the Holy Spirit. When John baptises Jesus the 
Spirit descends in the form of a dove, and God speaks his love from the heavens. 

Sunday 16 January, 4pm 
Epiphanytide Procession
This processional service is based around the three miracles of Epiphany: the wedding at 
Cana, the coming of the Magi and the baptism of Jesus. Its fine carols and hymns, like its 
dynamic liturgy, ponder the themes of divine manifestation and human transformation

Tuesday 18 - Tuesday 25 January 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Sunday 23 January, 
10.30am
Sung Eucharist

4pm
Choral Evensong
Attended by Churches together in Ely to mark the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 

Our preacher is Canon Professor Eamon Duffy, former 
Professor of the History of the Church at the university of 
Cambridge and is an Etheldreda (ecumenical) Canon of the 
Cathedral. Professor Duffy has a long standing personal and 
professional commitment to the cause of Christian unity.
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The Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas)

Forty days after Christmas Day, comes Candlemas. 

The Church marks the first forty days of Jesus’ life, culminating in his dedication to God’s 
service, at the Temple, as was traditional for a first-born son. As he was presented, he was 
recognised and honoured as the Messiah, the Anointed One, by two faithful Temple 
servants, Simeon and Anna. Each of them prophesied his greatness and the transformation 
not only of Israel but of all nations. Historically Candlemas has been a great feast of light – 
proclaiming Jesus as the ‘light to lighten the Gentiles’. It brings the celebrations of 
Christmastide to a fitting culmination and very gently hints at Lent and Easter the next 
great period of the Church’s year.
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Sunday 30 January, 10.30am 
Choral Mattins 
It’s only once a year that we have Choral Mattins, so please join us and enjoy the Boys, Girls 
and Lay Clerks leading our worship.

6.30pm
Candlemas
Candlelit Sung Eucharist
President and Preacher: The Bishop

The beautiful music of the Boys, Girls and Lay 
Clerks of Ely Cathedral choir and the grand 
organ will inspire awe and wonder as heaven 
touches earth in this glorious celebration. 
The Feast of Candlemas is one of the oldest 
festivals of the Church and will be celebrated 
with a glorious Eucharist and a very special 
musical offering – Jonathan Dove’s Missa 
Brevis.

The sermon will be given by Bishop Stephen 
who will explore how we can enter more 
deeply into the meaning of Candlemas,
encountering the one who is the light to 
lighten the Gentiles. 

The congregation is advised to be seated by 
6.20pm as this is a very popular service. 
Incense will be used.

Saturday 4 December & Saturday 29 January, 
8.45am
Way of Life Breakfast Meeting
With Canon Jessica Martin
Powcher’s Hall
Come and have breakfast! Over croissants, 
orange juice, and excellent coffee, come to a 
group which explores scripture, right action 
and the life of the spirit, talking over the 
readings for the Sunday Eucharist that 
weekend, sharing stories, supporting each 
other, and trying out silent contemplation 
together. Why not come along? All are 
welcome, whether occasionally or regularly, 
and whether you have come before or not.
 
If you’re unable to come along in person, but 
would like to attend, you are very welcome 
to join us via Zoom. The link is available from 
j.martin@elycathedral.org
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More details about ‘In Joyful Expectation and 
Triumphant Hope’ 2021/2022 can be found on our 
website. 
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