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 ‘Crowns, Gowns, Floral Tributes & Afternoon Tea’ as Ely Cathedral celebrates the 
Platinum Jubilee.  

Ely Cathedral will be celebrating the Platinum Jubilee weekend in style by exhibiting the official 

replica of her HM The Queen’s Coronation dress, which was commissioned by Harrods in 2012 to 

celebrate the Diamond Jubilee. The dress is an exact copy of the original, was famously worn by Claire 

Foy at Ely Cathedral for the sumptuous Netflix drama, The Crown. In 2020, the dress was also the 

headline exhibit as part of our popular Crowns and Gowns exhibition which attracted over 15,000 

visitors. 

 

In addition to the dress, there is a stunning array of floral tributes by the Cathedral’s Flower Guild and 

other local flower clubs. Each impressive display represents key events, interests and pursuits in the 

Queen’s life including her 1947 wedding, the Commonwealth, her love of horses, racing and the 

countryside, The Royal Yacht Britannia and of course, a floral tribute illustrating her service as Queen 

to the United Kingdom of England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales. 

 

The Cathedral will be extending visitor opening times, with additional activities including a guided 

Cathedral Tour followed by a celebratory 'Jubilee Afternoon Tea’ with a glass of fizz at the Almonry 

Restaurant in the Cathedral grounds.  

 

Ely’s famous Octagon Tower will be lit red, white and blue for the duration of the bank holiday 

weekend as part of the commemorations. And there will be a special Service of Thanksgiving for HM 

The Queen at 10.30am on Sunday 5 June with music performed by the Choir. Everyone is welcome.  

 

For further information, and to book tours and tea tickets, please visit www.eltcathedral.org 

 
ENDS 
For further information please contact Lesley Ann Thompson - 01353 660350 / 07930 918885 
 
 
 
 
 



About Ely Cathedral 
Highly regarded by historians and architects from all over the world for its beauty and size, Ely 

Cathedral is widely acknowledged as ‘one of the wonders of the Medieval world’. Visible for miles 

around, the Cathedral is often referred to as ‘The Ship of the Fens’.   

 

The present building dates from 1081 and is a remarkable example of both Romanesque and Norman 

architecture. In addition to its unique Octagon Tower and magnificent Lady Chapel, Ely has the third 

longest nave of any UK Cathedral.  The Cathedral’s role today is not so far removed from its days as a 

Benedictine monastery and offers regular daily worship with a special emphasis on choral music.  It 

still maintains a resident choir of 22 choristers and 6 lay clerks and so continues the tradition of 

choral evensong every day of the week during term time. 

 

As well as being a major visitor attraction, the Cathedral serves as a cultural focal point for East Anglia 

by providing a unique venue for the arts & music, for exhibitions, concerts and theatre.  Most recently 

Ely has gained global recognition a prominent film location including Elizabeth: The Golden Age, The 

Other Boleyn Girl, Macbeth, The King’s Speech and The Crown. 

 


