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Lent, Holy Week and Easter 2023

Lent is for growing, even blossoming.
 
The word is a short form of the Old English for ‘spring season’ precisely because it takes 
place while the earth is coming back to life after winter.
 
Apart from German, most other European languages, and Latin, name it instead by the 
forty days which it lasts.
 
But the image of growth plays very well into a positive understanding of what this space 
can, and should be, for Christians. It is not for unhealthy introspection or abnormal 
restrictions on activities or sustenance, but a chance for us to reconnect with the God who 
wishes all to flourish by self-examination and commitment to him and others.
 
That is the Holy Lent to which we are all invited on Ash Wednesday, sustaining and 
preparing us for Holy Week, Good Friday and the joys of Easter.

2



Sunday 5 March
Second Sunday of Lent 
Preacher: Canon James Reveley

10.30am Sung Eucharist 
Nicodemus the Pharisee comes to see 
Jesus by night and Jesus reveals what it is 
to enter God’s kingdom by water and the 
spirit. Reborn in Christ we see the world in a 
totally new light. He concludes God so loved 
the world that he gave his only Son so that 
everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but have everlasting life. The choir 
sings Finzi’s Welcome, sweet and sacred feast.

4pm Choral Evensong with Address

Sunday 26 February
First Sunday of Lent  
Preacher: The Rev Dr Alex Jensen

10.30am Sung Eucharist
Today’s Gospel speaks of the temptation of 
Jesus in the wilderness by the Devil. Jesus 
was weakened by lack of food and was 
shown the glittering prizes and 
temptations of power over others that the 
world can offer if we turn our backs on the 
call of God and the needs of our fellow 
human beings. The choir sings Kerensa 
Briggs’ Media vita.

4pm Choral Evensong with Address

Lent Sunday Sermon Series

Our Worship

Wednesday 22 February, 7.30pm
Ash Wednesday Solemn Eucharist with ashing*
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent. It gets its name from the 
practice of ‘ashing’: marking the forehead of each worshipper with the sign of the cross in 
ash, as a remembrance of our mortality, while the priest says to each person ‘Remember that 
you are dust and to dust you shall return.’  Canon James Garrard preaches and music includes 
Byrd’s Miserere Mei.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

O Jesus Saviour of the world, come to us in your mercy.
We look to you to save and help us.
 
By your cross and your life laid down, you set your people free:
We look to you to save and help us.
 
Come now and dwell with us Lord Christ Jesus:
Hear our prayer and be with us always.
 
And when you come in your glory:
Make us to be one with you and to share the life of your kingdom.

Amen
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Sunday 5 March
Second Sunday of Lent

6.30pm Lent Taizé Service 
at the High Altar
The Taizé community is an ecumenical 
monastic order in Taizé, Saône-et-Loire, 
Burgundy, France. The community searches 
for communion with God through prayer, 
song, silence, personal reflection and 
sharing. It has become one of the world’s 
most important sites of Christian 
pilgrimage, with a focus on youth. Over 
100,000 young people from around the 
world make pilgrimages to Taizé each year. 

The music of Taizé is based on simple 
sentences from the psalms or from 
scripture often sung in canon, and in many 
languages. Services based on this model 
and using the music of Taizé are held in 
churches of all denominations around the 
world.
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Sunday 12 March 
Third Sunday of Lent 
Preacher: The Dean

10.30am Sung Eucharist 
Jesus meets the Samaritan woman at the 
well, breaking the boundaries of 
convention by talking to her and 
showing her where true and living water 
and refreshment can be found which will 
sustain her and all people to eternal life. 
The challenge to her lifestyle, the right way 
to worship God and the harvest of souls 
about which he instructs the disciples 
make this a very powerful passage.
The motet is Cecilia MacDowall’s Adoro te 
devote.

4pm Choral Evensong with Address



Sunday 26 March
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Preacher: Canon James Garrard

10.30am Sung Eucharist 
Jesus comes to the tomb of his friend 
Lazarus, delaying his arrival. He shares the 
emotions of his sisters and all mourning his 
death. When Lazarus is raised from the dead 
Jesus acknowledges the power of God. The 
religious authorities take this as their cue to 
seek Jesus’ death. Includes Sarah 
MacDonald’s Crux fidelis.

4pm Choral Evensong with Address

Sunday 19 March 
Mothering Sunday 
Preacher: The Venerable Richard Harlow, 
Archdeacon of Huntingdon and Wisbech

10.30am Sung Eucharist with installation 
of probationer Choristers
We honour all who have cared for us; the 
communities which have nurtured us; the 
Church which is our Mother; the tender love 
of our God. The Girl and Boy Choristers sing 
Gandrille’s Stabat Mater. Our probationer 
Choristers are welcomed into the 
Foundation this morning.

4pm Choral Evensong with Address
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Music, Worship and Prayer

Music and Meditation
Tuesdays in Lent, 1pm 
28 February, 7, 14, 21, 28 March
in the Presbytery 
The musicians of Ely Cathedral contribute music exploring themes for Lent and Passiontide. 
The pieces are preceded by a short meditation from one of the Cathedral clergy exploring 
the week’s musical treatment of these themes, both in the music itself and in the theological 
and spiritual threads which can be drawn from it. Music and meditation together last about 
20 minutes.

Tuesday 28 February 
Canon James Reveley | Edmund Aldhouse (Director of Music)

Tuesday 7 March  
Canon James Garrard | Glen Dempsey (Assistant Director of Music)

Tuesday 14 March 
The Dean | Andrew Parnell (Assistant Director, Ely Cathedral Octagon Singers)

Tuesday 21 March  
The Dean | Sam Trueman (King’s Ely)

Tuesday 28 March  
Canon James Reveley | Jack Wilson (Graduate Organ Scholar)
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Feasts for the Fast

Shrove Tuesday
Tuesday 21 February, 6.15pm
The Choristers’ Pancake Race 
Featuring the boys and girls of Ely Cathedral Choir
Come and enjoy the fun in our Pancake Race when choristers, musicians and clergy will be
racing down the Nave of the Cathedral.

Feast of St Joseph
Monday 20 March, 5.30pm 
Festal Evensong 
We celebrate the obedience and faithfulness of Joseph, husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
who trusted the promise of God’s messengers and protected Mary and the infant Jesus in 
times of great danger. The anthem is Sarah MacDonald’s Hymn for the Feasts of St Joseph.

Feast of the Annunciation
Saturday 25 March, 5.30pm
Festal Evensong
in the Lady Chapel
The moment at which the young girl Mary encountered the message of an angel,
announcing to her that she was chosen to bear God himself in her body and turn the world 
of human values and expectations upside-down, has been the focus of intense devotion - in 
music, in art, in prayer and in speech - for millennia. Mary’s intercession is sought for our own 
obedient and attentive service, both in the conduct of our lives and at the hour of death. The 
anthem is Bruckner’s Ave Maria.

Candlelit Compline 
Tuesdays in Lent, 8pm
28 February, 7, 14, 21, 28 March, 4 April
in the Lady Chapel
The ancient monastic office of Compline derives its name from a Latin word meaning  
‘completion’. It offers a period of reflective quiet before rest at the end of the day but also 
meditates upon the end of life. This candlelit service is sung by a volunteer choir which leads 
the responses, psalms and sing two anthems. It takes place in the generous and resonant 
space of the Lady Chapel. The service lasts about 30 minutes. 

Eucharist followed by Lent Charity Lunch
Fridays in Lent, 12.10pm
24 February, 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 March  
Eucharist and Lunch in the Lady Chapel
Come to a simple Eucharist and a short reflection, on Friday lunchtimes during Lent. The 
Mothers’ Union, together with the Pastoral Hospitality Team, will offer Lent lunch at 12.45pm. 
All donations will go to AFIA (Away from it all), a charity which offers holidays to families who 
would not otherwise be able to have a much-needed break.
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Learning and Discipleship

Creation: Hope for the world that 
God has made
with The Rev Dr Alexander S. Jensen 
After the Sunday Eucharist
in Powchers Hall

In this Lent course we are going to explore what 
it means for the world to be God’s good creation. 
Does it make a difference to our understanding of 
the world around us (and the challenges it faces) if 
we believe that the world is God’s creation? We will 
discuss this question from five different angles.

Sunday 26 February
Creation and science
Many people see a tension between science and the Christian belief in creation. 
However, Christianity at its best (and Judaism before and alongside it) has always thought 
about creation in dialogue with the best available science. We shall look at a few highlights of 
these discussions, from the present back to the biblical authors.

Sunday 5 March
Creation and time
The question of the relationship between the eternal God and the temporal creation seems 
like a rather abstract theme to discuss. But once we scratch the surface we will find that this 
has enormous implications for the way in which we understand God’s activity in the world, 
and therefore God’s ability to keep God’s promises.
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Sunday 12 March
Hope for creation
The question of God’s activity in the world is crucial for Christians. Building on our discussion 
the week before we will discuss if what hope there is that God’s purposes are being fulfilled in 
the history of the world. Surely, God will not abandon God’s good creation to human devices. 
But how about creaturely freedom then? And how do we see God’s purposes realised in the 
world?

Sunday 26 March
Caring for creation
What we discussed in previous weeks has implications for the way in which we care for 
creation. How does our responsibility fit with God’s promise to maintain his good creation? 
What is the relation between God’s providence and our responsibility to work for social and 
environmental justice.

Sunday 2 April
The new creation 
One of the great promises in the Bible is that those who are in Christ are a new creation. But 
what does it mean that in the Church we are part of the new creation? And how does the new 
creation relate to the old one?

Alex Jensen is Principal of the Eastern Region Ministry Course. A native of Germany, Alex 
studied at Tübingen, Durham and Oxford. He was a curate in Stockton-on-Tees, later lecturing 
in Dublin and Australia before moving to ERMC in 2016. Alex’s PhD was in New Testament 
(hermeneutics and John’s Gospel), his teaching and most publications are in the area of 
systematic theology. He is currently writing a book on the incarnation.

No pre-booking is required for these sessions. 

9



10

Refreshing Faith: Adult Baptism and Confirmation Course 
Thursdays from 23 February - 30 March, 7.30pm 
in The Black Hostelry
Canon James Reveley will be offering an opportunity for anyone who would like to explore 
Baptism and/or Confirmation during Lent. And anyone who has already been confirmed 
who would like a refresher session is equally welcome.

Session 1 - Jesus - His life and ministry
Session 2 - Jesus - His death and resurrection
Session 3 - The Bible
Session 4 - Holy Spirit & Prayer
Session 5 - Holy Communion
Session 6 - Your Kingdom Come - God’s priorities for the world

Saturday 8 April, 8pm 
Easter Eve Baptism and Confirmation Service

Come as a Pilgrim…
Tuesday 28 February, 7.15pm in The Nave
Tuesday 14 March, 7.15pm in the Presbytery
Tuesday 28 March, 7.15 pm in the Lady Chapel
… to meet Christ anew in the holy space of our Cathedral, where we are the latest 
generation to worship as thousands have done before us, to offer our prayers, and to 
reflect on the obligations we have as individual disciples, each engaging in his or her 
personal earthly pilgrimage.

There will be three of these meetings during Lent, set in different parts of the Cathedral, but 
each beginning at the West door. Each will last about 30 minutes, finishing in time for 
participants to join in Compline at 8pm if they would like to. 

Led by Dr Alan Wakely, LLM
All welcome: no need to register, just turn up.  

Way of Life Breakfast Meeting
Saturday 1 April, 8.45am - 10am
in Powcher’s Hall
All are welcome to come to breakfast. 
Coffee, croissants, fruit and juice, with 
discussion, prayer, preparation for the 
next day’s worship and thinking. 
The session ends with a short period of 
silent prayer.



4pm 
Palm Sunday Evensong
The first of the Holy Week Addresses will be 
given by Bishop Dagmar.

Monday in Holy Week 3 April

7.30pm 
Tenebrae
Tenebrae means ‘darkness’ or ‘shadows’.  The 
service of Tenebrae, traditionally part of the 
devotions for Holy Week, is a way of 
entering into Jesus’ overshadowing by 
human sin and human violence, the light 
of Christ extinguished by the shadow of 
death, and the darkness of sin. In music, 
silence, scripture and psalmody we look 
towards the death of our Lord. Includes 
music by Victoria and Poulenc.

Tuesday in Holy Week 4 April

8pm
Candlelit Compline and Address
In the Presbytery
The second of the Holy Week Addresses will 
be given by Bishop Dagmar

Wednesday in Holy Week 5 April

5.30pm 
Choral Evensong
Music Includes Sarah MacDonald’s 
Wondrous Cross an arrangement of Isaac 
Watts’ When I survey.

7.30pm  
Holy Week Meditation
The Façade Ensemble present Minimalism 
and Meditation with music by Pärt, Cage, 
and Gavin Bryars’ epic Jesus’ Blood never 
failed me yet. Bishop Dagmar will give a 
brief reflection.
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Palm Sunday 2 April

10.30am 
Sung Eucharist
We gather on Palace Green to hear the 
Gospel of the Palms, and to follow our Lord 
not only in procession but in heart and 
mind as he enters Jerusalem in royal 
humility to face his death. 

This year’s Holy Week preacher is 
Bishop Dagmar Winter 

Bishop Dagmar has been Bishop of 
Huntingdon since 2019, before which she 
was Rector of Hexham Abbey, a Church 
with very strong links to Saint Etheldreda 
when she was Queen of Northumbria 
before her return to Ely to found the 
monastery in 673.
 
Dagmar completed her doctorate at the 
University of Heidelberg and served in the 
Diocese of Newcastle in various roles as a 
parish priest, Adviser for Rural Affairs and 
Bishop’s Adviser for Women in Ministry.

Holy Week at Ely Cathedral



Good Friday 7 April

On Good Friday we watch the death of our 
Lord over the course of three hours, 
keeping company with disciples, bystanders, 
scoffers; with the heartbroken and with the 
indifferent, with the compassionate and with 
the cruel; and we stand with all who have 
witnessed the pains of death.

Midday until c.1.15pm 
Preaching of the Cross 
Addresses given by Bishop Dagmar with 
hymns and readings.

1.30-3pm
The Liturgy of the Day 
The Veneration of the Cross, in which all 
are invited to participate. Music includes 
Sanders’ Reproaches and Victoria’s setting of 
the Passion.

5.30pm 
Choral Evensong
A solemn act of worship for Good Friday. The 
choir sings Lotti’s incomparable Crucifixus as 
the Introit and Byrd’s Ne Irascaris (do not be 
angry, O Lord) as the anthem.

Maundy Thursday 6 April

10.30am 
Chrism Eucharist with the Blessing of Oils 
and Renewal of Ordination Vows. President 
and Preacher is Bishop Stephen.

7.30 -11pm 
Eucharist of the Last Supper
with Washing of Feet, Stripping of the 
Altar and Watch of the Passion*
We commemorate Jesus’ institution of 
the Eucharist, the night before his death, 
where bread and wine are named as his 
body broken and his blood shed for 
humanity, to restore a people 
impoverished by sin and mortality into the 
endless life of God. The President washes 
the feet of the people to remind us that, 
like our Lord, our calling is to serve others. 
Bishop Dagmar will preach the third 
Address. At the end of the Eucharist we 
hear the Gospel narrative of Jesus’ arrest, 
and the altar is stripped; its richness and 
beauty vanishes, to be replaced by 
darkness, emptiness, and disarray. We 
maintain a prayer vigil, a Watch in St 
Dunstan’s Chapel, remembering Jesus’ 
agony in the Garden of Gethsemane. Music 
includes Palestrina’s Missa Brevis.
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Easter Day 9 April

8.15am 
Holy Communion
A said service, in traditional language with 
a short address.

10.30am 
Orchestral Eucharist* 
A joyful celebration of the risen life of God’s 
people upon Jesus’ resurrection from the 
dead. Bishop Stephen will preside and 
preach. Music will include Haydn’s Missa 
Sancti Nicolai and Handel’s Hallelujah 
Chorus. The Cathedral will be beautified 
with floral arrangements and parallel 
worship for children will take place in the 
Lady Chapel (see next page for details).

4pm 
Festal Evensong and Procession*
Easter Day Evensong includes music by 
Howells and James MacMillan’s Who shall 
separate us?, first heard at the funeral of HM 
Queen Elizabeth II.

* Incense is used at services marked with 
an asterisk.

Holy Saturday 8 April

A day of mourning, emptiness; a day 
stripped of every adornment.

5.30pm 
Evensong
A simple service sung entirely to plainsong.

8pm
Easter Vigil with Baptism and 
Confirmation* 
Out of the darkness and sorrow of human 
mortality and violence emerges the light 
and life of God’s presence; in the risen
Jesus, in God’s enduring promise to be with 
his people; in the transforming sacrament 
of baptism. This is the first celebration of 
Easter, with the lighting of the New Fire 
and the Paschal Candle and the bringing 
of that resurrection light into a darkened 
church, the admission of new Christians to 
baptism and communion, and the rising of 
light, joy, colour and life for the first time 
since the events of Good Friday. Includes 
Duruflé’s Messe cum jubilo.

President and Preacher is Bishop Dagmar.
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Children and Families

Friday 31 March - Monday 17 April
Children and Families Trail
A reflective trail around the Cathedral exploring the events of Holy Week through the eyes of 
women.

Good Friday 7 April, 10am
Worship for Children
Come and hear the story of Easter and decorate the cross. This family-friendly service lasts 
about forty minutes and is followed by an Easter trail on Palace Green and hot cross buns in 
the Cathedral Centre.

Good Friday 7 April, 10am  
Christians Together Walk of Witness
Christians from all over the city gather outside St Mary’s Church for prayer and begin a Walk 
of Witness to the Market square. The procession then moves to the Cathedral for a final short 
act of worship at 11am, followed by refreshments and hot cross buns in the Lady Chapel.

Easter Day 9 April, 10.30am
Eucharist and Easter Egg Hunt
Children and families are very welcome to the Easter Day Cathedral service and there will 
be a parallel act of worship for children in the Lady Chapel. The children also help process 
the decorated cross through the Cathedral and are invited to an Easter Egg Hunt at the end 
of the service. Join us for beautiful music, joyous hymns and a triumphant celebration that 
Christ is risen.

14



Worship is offered daily, all are welcome.

Monday - Saturday
7.30am  Morning Prayer 
  (A short said service with Bible readings, canticles and prayers)
8.00am  Holy Communion (said)
5.30pm  Choral Evensong or Evening Prayer (said)

Sunday
8.15am  Holy Communion 
  (A said service, in traditional language with a short address)
10.30am  Sung Eucharist with music, hymns and sermon
4.00pm  Choral Evensong with short address

On Thursdays there is an additional Eucharist at 12.10pm.

A full list of services can be found on the Cathedral website: www.elycathedral.org
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More details about ‘Lent, Holy Week and Easter’ 
can be found on our website. 

Images © ECPL, Keith Heppell, Andrew Sharpe,  
James Billings, Timothy Selvage.

Ely Cathedral  
Cambridgeshire CB7 4DL
Tel: 01353 660300
Email: receptionist@elycathedral.org

Box Office: 01353 660349
www.elycathedral.org
Follow us on:


