
Remembering those experiencing injustice,
A time for contemplation…………..

March 2023

“Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow
prisoners. And those who are ill-treated as if you
yourselves were suffering.” Hebrews: 13:3

A special time is set aside in Bishop Alcock’s Chapel between the
two morning services on the first Sunday of each month from
9.00am to 10.15am. Here we can hold in mind or pray for the
people whose cases are highlighted for the current month. This
meditation is open to those of all faiths and none.



Algeria: Whistle blower sentenced to death

Mohamed Benhlima, a former military officer and anti-corruption activist,
exposed the corruption of high-ranking Algerian military officials on his
YouTube channel. In September 2019, after learning that he was at risk of
detention for participating in peaceful protest against the government, he fled to
Spain. He was still in Spain as an asylum seeker when the Algerian authorities
sentenced him to death in 2021 on charges of espionage and desertion. The
Spanish authorities sent him back to Algeria in March 2022 without completing
the proper procedures in his asylum claim. He is currently in solitary
confinement in a military prison, where he has been tortured and ill-treated.

Please hold in mind or pray:

● For the Algerian authorities to immediately release Mohamed, quash his
death sentence, and drop all charges stemming from his rights to
freedom of expression and peaceful assembly

● Pending his release, for the authorities to end his solitary confinement
and protect him from ill-treatment

● For the authorities to continue to grant him the right to regularly
communicate with his family and lawyers.

Greece: Sea rescuers face up to 20 years in prison

Sarah Mardina and Seán Binder are professional sea rescuers who use their
skills to volunteer and help refugees on Lesvos. Sarah and her Olympic swimmer
sister became the subjects of a recent Netflix film ‘The Swimmers’ for their
bravery in towing a rubber boat full of refugees to safety. In July 2018 Sarah and
Seán were charged with espionage, disclosure of state secrets, unlawful use of
radio frequencies, forgery, facilitating the irregular entry of third country
nationals, money laundering and fraud. Sarah and Seán, together with 22 other
human rights defenders, appeared before the Court of Appeal in Lesvos on 10
January 2023 for the first three charges only.

Hold in mind or pray:

● For the Greek authorities to end the prosecution and close all
investigations into Sarah and Seán, so they can continue with their
human rights work.

● For the Greek authorities to stop criminalising human rights defenders
solely for helping refugees and migrants seeking safety at their borders.



UAE: Human rights defender in solitary confinement

On 20 March 2017, 12 members of the UAE state security burst into Ahmed
Mansoor’s home, searched his house for three hours, confiscated his phones and
other electronic devices, and took Ahmed Mansoor away with them. Ahmed
Mansoor had been the only independent voice still speaking out through his blog
and Twitter account against human rights violations from inside the UAE. As a
result, he has faced repeated intimidation, assaults, and death threats from the
UAE authorities or their supporters. The authorities have placed him under
physical and electronic surveillance, removed his passport and prevented him
from working. In 2015 Ahmed won the prestigious Martin Ennals Award for
Human Rights Defenders. He was unfairly convicted on charges including
‘insulting the status and prestige of the UAE and its symbols including its
leaders’ and is serving a 10-year prison sentence in solitary confinement,
deprived of medical care and regular access to his family.

Please hold in mind or pray:

● For Ahmed Mansoor and his family
● For the UEA authorities to immediately and unconditionally release

Ahmed Mansoor, who is a prisoner of conscience
● For the UEA authorities to protect him from ill-treatment, including

solitary confinement, and allow him regular access to his family

Good news:

In late November 2022 the convictions of four human rights defenders,
on trial since 2017, were quashed by Türkiye’s highest court.
Defendants include Taner Kılıç, Amnesty Turkey’s Honorary Chair, and
Idil Eser, Amnesty Turkey’s former director. However, Taner Kılıç’s case
has been referred back to the first instance court, which means that he
could face a retrial on one charge.



Sources for cases: Amnesty International

‘I pray for all of us, oppressor and friend, that together we may succeed in building a
better world, through human understanding and love, and that in doing so we may

reduce the pain and suffering of all sentient beings.’
Dalai Lama XIV

“To clasp one’s hands in prayer is the beginning of an uprising against the disorder of
the world.”

Please keep this sheet to hand and use it in prayer or meditation, and any action you
feel and find possible.

Your local Amnesty group can be contacted at www.amnestyelycity.org.uk

ELY AMNESTY NEWS

Our monthly planning meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each
month. We are now meeting in person. The next two meetings will be
held from 7pm on 7 March and 4 April 2023 in St Peter’s House, Broad
Street, Ely, CB7 4AH. Anyone interested is welcome to attend.

Our next event will be a screening of In the Name of Your Daughter, a
multi-award-winning documentary following the stories of young
girls in Tanzania who flee home to avoid FGM. It is an inspiring story
of girls standing up for their rights and dreams and fighting for change
in their community. At the Methodist Church, Ely CB6 1AD, on
Wednesday 8 March at 7.00pm. Duration 127 minutes. Free admission
but donations to the Safe House welcome.

http://www.amnestyelycity.org.uk

