
Ministry for the Future: 
Prophets and Preachers
Preaching, Speaking and Christian Formation at Ely Cathedral

October - November 2021



Prayer for the present time

Empower us
to be bold participants
rather than timid saints-in-waiting,
in the difficult ordinariness of now;
to exercise the authority of honesty,
rather than to defer to power,
or deceive to get it;
to influence someone for justice,
rather than impress anyone for gain;
and, by grace, to find treasures
of joy, of friendship, of peace
hidden in the field of the daily 
you give us to plough.
Ted Loder
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Worship is offered daily; all are welcome.

Monday - Saturday
7.30am  Morning Prayer 
  (a short said service with bible readings, canticles and prayers)
8.00am  Holy Communion (said)
5.30pm  Evensong

Sunday
8.15 am  Holy Communion
  (A said service in traditional language with a short address)
10.30am  Sung Eucharist with music, hymns and sermon
4.00pm  Choral Evensong with short address

On Thursdays there is an additional Eucharist at 12.10pm
A full list of services can be found on the Cathedral website www.elycathedral.org

Our primary calling as Christians to love 
God and our neighbour turns us outwards 
towards the needs of our world, in all its 
beauty and all its trouble. 

Still in the grip of a global pandemic and 
a rapidly unfolding climate crisis with its 
attendant ills, our preachers and speakers 
help us to discern where we, in our small 
corner of the world, might lend our skills 
and energies to the building of God’s 
kingdom of love and justice -  to our own 
‘ministry for the future’.



Monday 25 October, 6.30pm 
Kim Stanley Robinson
‘Ministry of the Future’
In the North Transept
Kim Stanley Robinson is a New York Times 
bestseller and winner of the Hugo, Nebula 
and Locus awards. He is the author of more 
than twenty books, including the 
bestselling Mars trilogy, 2312, Aurora and New 
York 2140. In 2008, he was named a ‘Hero of 
the Environment’ by Time, and he works with 
the Sierra Nevada research institute. His most 
recent novel, Ministry of the Future, envisages 
the work human beings must do in the face 
of global climate crisis. He lives in Davis, 
California, and is in the UK as a delegate of 
the COP26 conference.

Entry is Free but please book a place via our 
website. This event will also be live streamed 
via our YouTube channel.
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Sunday 10 October, 10.30am
Harvest Eucharist
A service thanking God for the gifts of the earth.  
Preacher: Mrs Sarah Armstrong. Service sung by the boy choristers.
Supporting East Anglian Air Ambulance and Ely Foodbank.  

Sunday 10 October, 4pm
Creation Service
‘Praying for COP26’.  
Preacher: Canon Jessica Martin

Wednesday 20 October & Tuesday 23 November, 7pm (via Zoom)
Environment Vigils
Environment vigils are services of reflection, prayer, scripture, music and silence and take 
place monthly on Zoom. To find out more join the ‘Ely Cathedral Community and Outreach’ 
Facebook group, or email: environment@elycathedral.org

Autumn Programme: Ministry for the Future

The earth is the Lord’s, and all that therein is: the compass of the world, and all that dwell 
therein. Psalm 24, verse 1.

… the Earth
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… the World, and All that Dwell Therein

Modern Slavery and Exploitative Work: 7 - 31 October 
Thursday 7 - Sunday 31 October
Exhibition: Sara Shamma, Modern Slavery In the Lady Chapel

An exhibition of paintings by London-based Syrian artist Sara Shamma comes to Ely 
Cathedral’s Lady Chapel this October. 

Shamma’s engagement with issues of modern slavery and, in particular, the experience of 
women, began with her response to the plight of enslaved Yazidi women and girls. The 
exhibition grows out of that response, and out of her academic research work (including 
interviews with women who have experienced modern slavery) on survival, endurance and 
recovery. She focussed on these issues during her 2019 residency at King’s College, London, 
based within the Institute of Psychiatry, Psychology and Neuroscience (IoPPN), in partnership 
with Dr Sian Oram and the Helen Bamber Foundation.

The Lady Chapel is a fitting space for a body of work exploring vulnerability, violence and 
resilience in the female body. It is dedicated to the blessed Virgin Mary, yet shows in its stone 
sculpture all the scars and damage of the Reformation iconoclasts, who left almost no image 
of the human body within it undamaged.  

Shamma’s paintings ponder that same combination of vulnerability, violence and resilience 
from survivors’ perspectives. The exhibition (coinciding with Anti-Slavery Day on 18 October) 
draws attention, through a series of large-scale paintings and oil sketches, to the global issue 
of modern slavery and the millions of people caught up in it. 

Ms Shamma will speak about the themes of the exhibition at its launch on Wednesday 6
October at 6.30pm. Entry is Free but please book a place via our website. 



Thursday 7 - Sunday 31 October
Craft Exhibition
In the Lady Chapel
Crochet and knitting have been seen as ‘women’s crafts’ over recent decades. Members of the 
Mothers Union, the WI, and others in the Cathedral community are crocheting chains, and 
these will form a craft display on the theme of Modern Slavery.
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Lectures

Monday 11 October, 6.30pm
Louise Hulland 
In the North Transept
Author and broadcaster Louise Hulland will 
speak about her book Stolen Lives. Louise 
is a Sony Award winning journalist, TV and 
radio presenter, documentary maker and 
author. 2020 saw Louise publish her first 
book, Stolen Lives, on human trafficking in 
the UK (Sandstone Press) and launch her 
new BBC Radio shows. 
Tickets for this lecture are free, but please 
book a place via our website. It will also be 
live streamed via our YouTube channel.

Sunday 24 October, 6.30pm
The Ben Jupp annual Amnesty Lecture 
Geraldine van Bueren
Via Zoom
International rights activist Geraldine van 
Bueren, QC, will speak on Children’s Rights 
– New Global Challenges. Geraldine is an 
international human rights lawyer and 
professor emerita at Queen Mary University 
of London. She was a Commissioner on the 
Equality and Human Rights Commission, 
was one of the original drafters of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child and 
represented Amnesty International at the 
UN for ten years on children’s rights.
Please see our website for the zoom link to 
watch this lecture.

Linked Worship
On Sunday 24 October at the 10.30am Choral Eucharist, Canon Jessica Martin will preach on 
issues of slavery and liberty, spiritual, historical and current, in a sermon entitled:
‘With consolations will I lead them back’: freedom, slavery and the promise of home in God’s 
story of redemption’.



The Needs of our World: Preaching in October and November
  
Sunday 3 October, 10.30am
Choral Eucharist for Safeguarding Sunday
This year we mark 3 October as Safeguarding Sunday. Canon James Reveley will preach on 
safeguarding as part of our commitment to keep all in our communities safe and to care for 
the vulnerable and exploited in our society.

Sunday 10 October, 10.30am
Choral Eucharist for Harvest
We give thanks to God for the gifts of the earth, and pray for our good stewardship of its finite 
resources. Mrs Sarah Armstrong, the Cathedral’s Learning Officer and an Ordinand at Westcott 
House, Cambridge, will preach. 

Sunday 17 October, 10.30am
Choral Eucharist for the Translation of St Etheldreda
On this day in 695 the body of St Etheldreda was first moved (translated) into the monastic 
church. In 1106 and again in 1252 on this same day her mortal remains were moved as the 
new Cathedral was extended and beautified, to allow pilgrims to visit her shrine. The Dean will 
preach. 
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Monday 18 October, 5.30pm
Choral Evensong for the Translation of 
St Etheldreda
Preacher: Professor Francis Spufford.

Francis Spufford is a writer. He is known most 
recently for his novels Golden Hill and Light 
Perpetual, longlisted for the 2021 Booker Prize, 
but before that for Unapologetic, his forceful 
and sometimes impolite defence of Christian 
faith. He teaches at Goldsmiths College in 
south London, where he is a Professor, and he 
is married to Canon Jessica Martin.

Sunday 24 October, 10.30am
Choral Eucharist, last after Trinity
Canon Jessica Martin will preach on ‘slavery, liberty and the promise of home’, as part of the 
anti-slavery theme of our October exhibition.

Sunday 31 October, 10.30am
Choral Eucharist for All Saints
We celebrate all those thousands of men, women and children, many of whose names are 
forgotten by human history, who have in their time and place witnessed to the truth and love 
of the Christian Gospel and worked towards the coming of God’s Kingdom.  We are joined 
with them, part of the great Communion of Saints across distance and time, through the 
sacrificial love of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The preacher is Canon James Garrard.
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Padre Ruth Hake, a priest in the Church of England, was ordained in 2002. She joined the 
Royal Air Force in August 2005, and was posted to RAF Lyneham in October 2005. 
Following short detachments to the Falkland Islands, and RAF Kinloss in 2006, she was 
deployed to Afghanistan on Op HERRICK. In 2007 on her return from her deployment, Padre 
Hake was posted to RAF Benson and then as Force Chaplain to the British Forces, South 
Atlantic Islands until Jun 11. She was appointed MBE in the New Year’s Honours list 2011. 
She was promoted to Rev (Wg Cdr) in June 2015, and to Rev (Gp Capt) in August 2021, when 
she returned to Air Command to take up her current position as Deputy Chaplain-in-Chief 
(Personnel).

Sunday 14 November, 4 pm
Requiem Mass for Remembrance
The requiem for Remembrance Sunday will be sung by the Cathedral Choir and 
accompanied by the Ely Sinfonia. The setting is the famous and deeply moving setting by 
Gabriel Fauré.

Tuesday 2 November, 7.30pm
Solemn Eucharist for All Souls
We remember those lost to us, naming them with love and giving thanks for all they taught 
and showed us about the kingdom of love to which we journey. The Requiem Mass is set 
by Maurice Duruflé and sung by the Ely Cathedral Octagon Singers. The preacher is Canon 
James Reveley. 

Sunday 7 November, 10.30am
Choral Eucharist with Holy Baptism, 3rd before Advent
The preacher is the Revd Dr Jenny Gage. She will preach on the ways in which our response 
to God is rooted in our baptismal calling, and will ponder the ways God works with, and 
through, and even despite us.

Sunday 14 November, 10.30am
Remembrance Sunday
We remember and honour those who have 
fallen in conflicts across the world, and 
especially the two World Wars of the 20th 
Century. 

We keep silence to witness the poppy drop 
from the Octagon as we pray for peace in our 
troubled world. 

Preacher: The Revd (Group-Captain) Ruth 
Hake MBE, Deputy Chaplain-in-Chief 
(Personnel), HQ Air Command, RAF High 
Wycombe.



More details about ‘Ministry for the Future: 
Prophets and Preachers’ can be found on our 
website. 
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Follow us on:

Our ‘Advent, Christmas and Epiphany’ booklet will be available from Sunday 21 
November 2021.

Sunday 21 November, 10.30am
Feast of Christ the King
The feast of Christ the King acknowledges 
and celebrates Christ’s servant kingship over 
all creation, and looks towards the fulfilment 
of his kingdom, where everything is turned 
upside-down: the hungry fed, the poor made 
rich, and the powerless given honour.  

It culminates the season in which we look 
towards that kingdom and pray especially 
for its coming, and it heralds the waiting and 
expectation of Advent.  

Preacher: The Right Reverend Rose 
Hudson-Wilkin, Bishop of Dover

Rose was born and raised in Jamaica. She was educated at Montego Bay High School for Girls 
and later at Birmingham University. She trained with the Church Army and was commissioned 
in 1982 as an Evangelist; she later trained for ordination at Queens Theological College, 
ordained deacon in 1991, and priested in 1994. For sixteen and a half years she served as a 
priest in Hackney. In 2007 she was appointed as a Chaplain to Her Majesty the Queen and in 
2010, became the first female appointed to the position of the 79th Chaplain to the 
Speaker of the House of Commons. She has served as a member of General Synod, 
represented the Church of England at the World Council of Churches, and as a priest 
representative for the World Council of Churches. She became Bishop of Dover in November 
2019.


