
      
   
 

                                                      

PRESS RELEASE – 30 September 2021 

Ely Cathedral to host compelling exhibition & lectures to highlight the plight of Modern 
Slavery and Human Trafficking.  
 
A captivating exhibition by London based Syrian artist, Sara Shamma, is on display in Ely 
Cathedral’s Lady Chapel this October.   
 
The exhibition focusses on the global issue of modern slavery which began as Sara Shamma’s personal  response to 

the plight of enslaved Yazidi women and girls.  Having become aware of the display and sale of women and girls in 

slave markets in Syria and Iraq, Shamma was moved to explore, and draw attention to, the psychological effect of 

modern slavery and the impact of this inspired her academic research work (including interviews with women who 

have experienced modern slavery) on survival, endurance and recovery.  She focussed on these issues during her 

2019 residency at King's College, London, based within the Institue of Psychiatry, Psychology and Neuroscience 

(IoPPN), in partnership with Dr Sian Oram and the Helen Bamber Foundation. 

 

Ely Cathedral’s Canon Jessica Martin says “The Lady Chapel is a fitting space for a body of work exploring 

vulnerability, violence and resilience in the female body. It is dedicated to the blessed Virgin Mary, yet shows in its 

stone sculpture all the scars and damage of the Reformation iconoclasts, who left almost no image of the human 

body within it undamaged”. 

 

The 13 paintings and oil sketches, some as large as 2.5 metres, depict thought provoking and arresting images as a 

means of drawing  attention to this global issue. It is estimated that human trafficking and modern slavery impacts 

around 40 million people worldwide.  

 

The exhibition will be on display in Ely Cathedral’s Lady Chapel from 07 to 31 October which coincides with Anti-

Slavery Day on 18 October.  There will also be two lectures on this issue - one by the artist herself (06 October) and 

another by the author and broadcaster Louise Hulland (11 October).  To correspond with this, members of the local 

WI and Mother’s Union groups will be running a modern slavery craft exhibition where members of the public are 

invited to make a chain or links from wool and other fabrics.  

 

Further information about the exhibition, the artist and the lectures can be found at www.elycathedral.org 

ENDS –  
Image – Sara Shamma - https://sarashamma.art/ 
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About Ely Cathedral 
Highly regarded by historians and architects from all over the world for its beauty and size, Ely Cathedral is 

widely acknowledged as ‘one of the wonders of the Medieval world’. Visible for miles around, the 

Cathedral is often referred to as ‘The Ship of the Fens’.   

 

The present building dates from 1081 and is a remarkable example of both Romanesque and Norman 

architecture. In addition to its unique Octagon Tower and magnificent Lady Chapel, Ely has the third 

longest nave of any UK Cathedral.  The Cathedral’s role today is not so far removed from its days as a 

Benedictine monastery and offers regular daily worship with a special emphasis on choral music.  It still 

maintains a resident choir of 22 choristers and 6 lay clerks and so continues the tradition of choral 

evensong every day of the week during term time. 

 

As well as being a major visitor attraction, the Cathedral serves as a cultural focal point for East Anglia by 

providing a unique venue for the arts & music, for exhibitions, concerts and theatre.  Most recently Ely has 

gained global recognition a prominent film location including Elizabeth: The Golden Age, The Other Boleyn 

Girl, Macbeth, The King’s Speech and The Crown. 

 


