
Encountering Christ 
in Ely Cathedral



For centuries Ely Cathedral has been the Mother Church of the Diocese of Ely, a place of 
pilgrimage for people from all over the world, and a major tourist attraction.

Now that the covid restrictions of recent years have been relaxed, we are able to revive plans 
for reintroducing special pilgrimage tours of the cathedral specifically designed for parish and 
other Christian groups. The main intention will be to use the cathedral with its many different 
parts and special locations, as pilgrims have done for centuries, as a focus for prayer, 
contemplation and meeting with Our Lord. We shall of course walk round the building, and 
some elements of the normal tours provided for visitors will be included, but the primary 
purpose will be worship, conducted by leaders attached to the cathedral.

These tours will be available from the start of July 2022 for groups of between 6 and 12 
people, by prior arrangement to ensure that leaders are available. We hope to be able to meet 
groups from throughout the diocese and beyond, and to enable participants to refresh the 
ways in which they meet Christ and thereby grow in faith. The pilgrimage tours themselves 
should last about 80 minutes, but this can be extended if people want to ask questions, or to 
have additional time for silent prayer as the tour proceeds. Starting times are negotiable – and 
could easily be set to allow the group to participate in one of the cathedral’s regular daily 
services after the tour finishes.

These tours would make a good centrepiece to a parish outing, or a quiet day for groups from 
bodies like PCCs, the Mothers’ Union or youth organisations. We will endeavour to tailor the 
pilgrimage experience to be as appropriate to the group as possible.

There will be no charge from groups from within the Diocese of Ely, but the standard charge 
for organised groups visiting the cathedral will apply to others. One of the benefits of 
pilgrimage is to enjoy fellowship with fellow-pilgrims, and you might like to consider having 
coffee, lunch or tea together as a group after the tour. The cathedral has the facilities for this; 
arrangements and the relevant prices can be discussed when booking.

Bookings can be made by e-mail to pilgrimages@elycathedral.org
www.elycathedral.org


