
 
 

Prayer for people suffering injustice or oppression 
May 2022 

Please take this leaflet with you to continue your prayers.

In this Easter season, our focus is on situations where God is at work, 
bringing life and love in the place of death and darkness. 

Christian Aid Week 2022 

15-21 May is Christian Aid Week.  This year’s appeal is to “help turn 
hunger into hope”. 

 

We believe in something radical: equality for all 

And although injustice divides us, 
hope unites us; 
bringing us together in faith, 
inspiring us, 
and driving us to action. 

Because hope makes peace possible, 
hope makes freedom unquestionable, 
hope brings a better tomorrow for everyone. 

Just because life isn’t fair now, 
doesn’t mean it can’t be 
and it starts with hope. 



Ukraine 

It is a tragedy that more than 11 million Ukrainians have fled their homes 
since the conflict began in February.  It is thought that more than 5.3 
million have left for neighbouring countries, while at least 6.5 million are 
displaced within Ukraine. 

But many organisations, including the UN and the Red Cross are providing 
humanitarian assistance both within Ukraine and elsewhere in Europe.  In 
the EU, refugees are provided with food and medical care, help in 
accessing housing and education, and the right to stay and work for up to 
3 years. 

Let us thank God for the compassion of so many organisations and 
individuals. 

Lord, thank you for all that is being done to help people fleeing the war in 
Ukraine. 

Thank you for governments, organisations and individual people who are 
opening their homes and their hearts to those in such need. 

We pray that while the need lasts, so will the desire to help, and that it 
will extend to all in need. 

In the name of Jesus, who was himself a refugee. 
Amen 

All asylum seekers and refugees  

In 1972, Edward Heath, Conservative 
Prime Minister, allowed Asians expelled 
from Uganda to come to Britain, among 
them the Home Secretary’s parents.  Fifty 
years later, the UK government is seeking 
to prevent people fleeing persecution 
from coming here for sanctuary.  But 
people are pushing back against this 
heartless and illegal policy on all sides, 
from the Archbishop of Canterbury, to the 
House of Lords, to groups bringing law 
suits, to ordinary people.



 

Almighty and merciful God, 
whose Son became a refugee and 

had no place to call his own; 
look with mercy on those who 

today are fleeing from danger, 
homeless and hungry. 
Bless those who work to bring 

them relief; 
inspire generosity and compassion 

in all our hearts; 
and guide the nations of the world 

towards that day when all will 
rejoice in your kingdom of 
justice and of peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

God of grace, 
watch over all refugees 
embrace them in the pain 
of their partings. 
Into their fear and loss, send 

love. 
Open our eyes that we might 
see you in them. 
Open our hearts that they might 
see you in us. 
Open our arms that we might 
welcome refugees to new 

homes, 
as you stretched out your arms 
and invited everyone home. 
Amen

Giving thanks 

Despite all the bad news, there is also good news!   

• The BBC has reported that Tigrayan forces have withdrawn from the 
neighbouring region of Afar in Ethiopia.  It is hoped that much 
needed food aid can now reach famine-stricken Tigray. 

• Christian Aid has just completed a project, funded by the EU, 
supporting young people and children in Syria.  Nearly 7 million 
Syrians are internally displaced, including 2.5 million children, while 
a similar number are refugees, mainly in neighbouring countries.  
Not only are children unable to access school as they would have 
done, many are also suffering from severe trauma.  Christian Aid has 
been working with a local partner to provide young people aged 12-
35 with education, psychological support, vocational training and 
opportunities to design and take part in community initiatives.   



• Aid agencies in countries around the middle east are providing 
Afghan refugees with food, clothes, blankets and other basic 
necessities, including access to medical assistance.  The need is still 
great, but at least some are being helped. 

• Churches and communities are being helped to rebuild in Nigeria 
when extremists burn down their buildings and terrorise and kidnap 
people.  In the immediate aftermath of an attack, emergency relief, 
including food, is the greatest need.  Later people need ongoing 
support, including trauma support.  One pastor says: “We received 
both spiritual and physical support from you.  You have 
strengthened our church, and the members who had lost hope 
completely.  God brought you at just the right time.” 

• Religious authorities in India and Sri Lanka are finding new ways to 
bring Christians, Buddhists, Hindus and Moslems together to reduce 
tension and strife between Tamils and Sinhalese in Sri Lanka.  

 

What is broken can be made 
whole. 

What is dirty can be made clean. 
Resentment can give way to 

forgiveness. 
Hate can become love. 
The place of exchange is the cross, 
and so we thank you Lord 
for your work of healing and 

reconciliation. 
Amen 
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