
       
  
 

                                                    

PRESS RELEASE 

Cathedral celebrates 1350 years of Ely’s foundation 

2023 marks 1350 years since the foundation of Ely and the Cathedral and city will be celebrating this 

significant anniversary with a year long programme of events, exhibitions, creative storytelling, art, music 

and worship across the city.  

 

The Cathedral have recently unveiled a visual interpretation around the life of Etheldreda, highlighting the 

four key stages of her life from East Anglian Princess, Queen of Northumbria, Abbess of the Monastery 

here and Patron Saint of Ely.  The event was attended by The Bishop of Ely, The Bishop of Huntingdon, The 

Dean of Ely and The Mayor of Ely (Image attached).  

 

A spokesperson for Ely Cathedral said: “Ely Cathedral stands in the very heart of this community. As a 

Christian place of worship since 673, its heritage, longevity and continuity has been present for 1350 years 

and from which the city of Ely was established and continues to flourish.” 

 

These anniversary celebrations have been organised in partnership with Visit Ely, The Ely Museum and The 

Stained Glass Museum who are also hosting various events and activities throughout the year.   

For further information please see www.elycathedral.org and www.visitely.org.uk 
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About	Ely	Cathedral	
Highly	regarded	by	historians	and	architects	from	all	over	the	world	for	its	beauty	and	size,	Ely	

Cathedral	is	widely	acknowledged	as	‘one	of	the	wonders	of	the	Medieval	world’.	Visible	for	miles	

around,	the	Cathedral	is	often	referred	to	as	‘The	Ship	of	the	Fens’.			



	

The	present	building	dates	from	1081	and	is	a	remarkable	example	of	both	Romanesque	and	Norman	

architecture.	In	addition	to	its	unique	Octagon	Tower	and	magnificent	Lady	Chapel,	Ely	has	the	third	

longest	nave	of	any	UK	Cathedral.		The	Cathedral’s	role	today	is	not	so	far	removed	from	its	days	as	a	

Benedictine	monastery	and	offers	regular	daily	worship	with	a	special	emphasis	on	choral	music.		It	

still	maintains	a	resident	choir	of	22	choristers	and	6	lay	clerks	and	so	continues	the	tradition	of	

choral	evensong	every	day	of	the	week	during	term	time.	

	

As	well	as	being	a	major	visitor	attraction,	the	Cathedral	serves	as	a	cultural	focal	point	for	East	Anglia	

by	providing	a	unique	venue	for	the	arts	&	music,	for	exhibitions,	concerts	and	theatre.		Most	recently	

Ely	has	gained	global	recognition	a	prominent	film	location	including	Elizabeth:	The	Golden	Age,	The	

Other	Boleyn	Girl,	Macbeth,	The	King’s	Speech	and	The	Crown.	

	


