
         
 

                                                  

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Experience Saxon life as Ely Cathedral celebrates all things Saxon in honour of 

Ely’s Patron Saint, St. Etheldreda.  

A two day Saxon Fair takes place at Ely Cathedral this weekend with a host of entertainment from the 

Saxon period including exhibitors, food stalls, live theatre performances and craft making.   

With an emphasis on children & families, visitors can take part in story telling sessions, which were a 

staple of Saxon life. There is also an opportunity to meet with the traders and find out more about their 

skills including the ‘herb wife’ who will explain how she treats the sick.  

Several performances are planned throughout the weekend including theatre productions and warriors 

showcasing their weapons dance and explaining how they go to war.  

The event is being organised in conjunction with Ealdfaeder, who specialise in Anglo Saxon re-

enactment and living history. Philippa Stevens, Director of Learning at Ely Cathedral says, “This is going 

to be a really exciting event with lots of entertainment and the opportunity to experience history and 

learn about Saxon life and the Ely that St Etheldreda would have inhabited in the seventh century.”  

Several exhibitors and traders will be on site selling their wares and demonstrating their craft. There will 

also be refreshments including a hog roast and mead bar. 

The Saxon Fair is free entry and open to all. It takes place on Saturday 29th and Sunday 30th July between 

10am and 5pm on Cross Green adjacent to the Cathedral.  
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Image – Saxon Traders taking part in the Saxon Fair weekend (Credit Denis Wright)   
 
 
About Ely Cathedral 
Highly regarded by historians and architects from all over the world for its beauty and size, Ely Cathedral is 

widely acknowledged as ‘one of the wonders of the Medieval world’. Visible for miles around, the 

Cathedral is often referred to as ‘The Ship of the Fens’.   

 



 

The present building dates from 1081 and is a remarkable example of both Romanesque and Norman 

architecture. In addition to its unique Octagon Tower and magnificent Lady Chapel, Ely has the third 

longest nave of any UK Cathedral.  The Cathedral’s role today is not so far removed from its days as a 

Benedictine monastery and offers regular daily worship with a special emphasis on choral music.  It still 

maintains a resident choir of 22 choristers and 6 lay clerks and so continues the tradition of choral 

evensong every day of the week during term time. 

 

As well as being a major visitor attraction, the Cathedral serves as a cultural focal point for East Anglia by 

providing a unique venue for the arts & music, for exhibitions, concerts and theatre.  Most recently Ely has 

gained global recognition a prominent film location including Elizabeth: The Golden Age, The Other Boleyn 

Girl, Macbeth, The King’s Speech and The Crown. 

 


