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Welcome to Ely Cathedral’s Environmental Newsletter 

https://www.elycathedral.org/community/social-action/renew-environment-group 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/668996277287429/ 

Vigil for the Environment: 20 October, 7pm 

This service will be on Zoom, and anyone, 
anywhere, is very welcome to join.  The 
service will last about 30 minutes, and will 
include readings, prayers, music and 
reflection.  This month’s liturgy is again 
focused on preparations for COP26 and uses 
resources from the Wild Goose Resource 
Group/the Iona Community. 

 
Autumn: ‘season of mists and mellow fruitfulness’ 

Last week’s harvest festival, with the Cathedral again full of seasonal displays, might suggest that 
all is now well – the pandemic is over, life can go on as before. 

Well, that might be the narrative we’d like to believe – but I doubt many of us are that optimistic.  
The pandemic is not over, and the season of mellow fruitfulness belies much anxiety on the part of 
farmers and many others.   

A former Radio 4 Farmer of the Year, Guy Singh-Watson1, founder of organic veg company 
Riverford, wrote in his community newsletter recently that Keats’ “certainty and complacency feel 

 

1 https://www.riverford.co.uk/ethics-and-ethos/who-is-guy-singh-watson  

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9475251125?pwd=Z
0xmTGhQdGFIeU1EZHdNQytBZnNLdz09 

Meeting ID: 947 525 1125 

Passcode: 346516 

https://www.elycathedral.org/community/social-action/renew-environment-group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/668996277287429/
https://www.riverford.co.uk/ethics-and-ethos/who-is-guy-singh-watson
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out of reach in a world rocked by the discord of Covid, Brexit, and climate catastrophe – and, 
closer to home, a farming year that refuses to settle into any seasonal rhythm”. 

British farmers are learning what farmers in other parts of the world have already had to learn, 
that the seasons can no longer be relied on and that farming has become unpredictable and 
precarious. 

Back to normal …?? 

The Cathedral’s environmental planning 

Recognising that back to normal is not possible, the Cathedral is working hard in its efforts to 
reduce its environmental impact, with Chapter, congregation and community and staff all 
involved. 

On Sunday 10 October, RENEW, the Cathedral’s environmental group, held a congregational 
meeting after the morning service.  We reminded ourselves of how and why RENEW came into 
being, and of the progress already made, not least our A Rocha silver award.  Projects that helped 
towards that award included wild flower and bee-friendly planting by Café Church, and the 
Cathedral bees, and we heard updates on these. 

The main contribution was an update from Jonathan Bell, the Cathedral Chief Operating Officer.  
Chapter is setting up a working group which will advise on and oversee delivery of the 2030 net 
zero target agreed by the Church of England, and other environmental matters.  Chapter will be 
represented on this group together with staff and congregational members, including RENEW. 

The Cathedral will be involved in a survey which will establish a baseline for our carbon emissions.  
This will include the Cathedral itself, associated buildings and the Bishop’s House, and will set out 
for each suggestions and recommendations on how to reduce carbon emissions.  This work is 
being funded by the Church Commissioners.  Four cathedrals have already been completed, and 
we are hoping to be included in the first part of 2022. 

Provided the Cathedrals Fabric Commission for England agrees, all the internal and external 
lantern lighting will be replaced with energy-efficient LED lighting, thanks to the Friends who have 
agreed to fund this work.  It is hoped that formal approval will be given by January, so that the 
work can begin soon afterwards. 

In discussion, we felt that the Cathedral was taking good steps forward.  RENEW will continue to 
work with Café Church and the Bee Team on appropriate small scale projects, and will take part in 
the new working group.   

Aiming for the gold A Rocha award, we will undoubtedly be helped by all the steps outlined above.  
However, there is also a section on Lifestyle – that is, the lifestyle of each of us.  That is where 
RENEW will try to focus now, seeing this as an intrinsic part of our discipleship. 

Suggestions we could all consider include: 

• undertaking a personal carbon footprint audit, through https://360carbon.org/ - scroll 
down the page to find the calculator for individuals and families 

https://360carbon.org/
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• thinking about where our money is invested, if we have savings – Tearfund have published 
a helpful article to get us thinking about this, https://wearetearfund.org/article/how-
ethical-is-your-bank/ 

• eating less meat and dairy – you don’t have to become vegan or vegetarian to cut down!   

• thinking about how you travel and how often – the less we use our petrol/diesel cars 
(substituting public transport where possible), the less we fly, the less we are using fossil 
fuels 

if you have ideas you’d be willing to share with others on how you are reducing your carbon 
footprint, email environment@elycathedral.org – and we’ll make sure they get into a 
RENEWsletter.  Articles for inclusion are also always welcome. 

COP26 

The 26th UN Climate Change Conference, to be held in Glasgow, 31 October – 12 November, is 
almost upon us.  Here is a prayer from CAFOD2 for those who will attend: 

Loving God, 
We praise your name with all you have created. 

You are present in the whole universe, 
and in the smallest of creatures. 

We acknowledge the responsibilities you have placed upon us 
as stewards of your creation. 

May the Holy Spirit inspire all political leaders at COP26 as they 
seek to embrace the changes needed to foster a more sustainable society. 

Instil in them the courage and gentleness to implement fairer solutions 
for the poorest and most vulnerable, 
and commit their nations to the care of Our Common Home. 

We ask this through Our Lord Jesus Christ your Son. 

Amen 

   

Ely Cathedral Litter Pickers 

Ely Cathedral Litter Pickers meet on the first Saturday of each month at 8am outside the Cathedral 
South Door.  Contact Sue Holgate, smholgate@outlook.com, for more information and to ensure 
there is a hi-viz jacket and everything else you need ready for you. 

Next outings: 6 November, 4 December 

 

2 https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Prayer-resources/COP26-prayer  
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