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Welcome to Ely Cathedral’s Environmental Newsletter 
https://www.elycathedral.org/social-justice/social-justice-and-the-environment/renew  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/668996277287429/ 

Vigil for the Environment: 23 September, 7pm 
This service will be on Zoom, and anyone, 
anywhere, is very welcome to join.  The 
service will last about 30 minutes, and will 
include readings, prayers, music and 
reflection.  This month’s liturgy is focused on 
preparations for COP26 and uses resources 
from the Wild Goose Resource Group/the 
Iona Community. 

 
What next for RENEW? 

RENEW, the Cathedral’s enviromental group, was formed by Canon Vicky Johnson in 2018, with a 
focus on the A Rocha environmental awards.  Just before the first lockdown last year, we 
submitted our application for the silver award, which was granted at Easter 2020.  Now that we 
are hopefully moving into a time when meetings are possible again, it is also time for us to get 
going again. 

Several of the original executive group of RENEW have moved away from the area, and of course 
new people have moved here.  We are therefore planning to hold a congregational meeting soon 
to consider how we should move forward now, and to recruit new members. 

  

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9475251125?pwd=Z
0xmTGhQdGFIeU1EZHdNQytBZnNLdz09 

Meeting ID: 947 525 1125 

Passcode: 346516 
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COP26 
The 26th UN Climate Change Conference will be held in Glasgow, 31 October – 12 November, 
hosted by the UK in partership with Italy.  Its theme is: 

Uniting the World to Tackle Climate Change 

The COP26 goals are: 
1. Secure global net zero by mid-century and keep 1.5 degrees within reach. 
2. Adapt to protect communities and natural habitats. 
3. Mobilise finance. 
4. Work together to deliver. 

These goals require “a mass movement of green steps across the country”1.   

However, as the Green Christian website observes, we need a miracle to stay below 1.5 degrees of 
global warming because of inaction so far2, and we may feel that the little we can do won’t make 
much of a difference. 

Although it would be easy to think that there is therefore no point in doing anything, we must 
beware of the despair or cynicism that results in doing nothing.  Here are some suggestions from 
Green Christian: 

• Speak up for those who have no voice – there are many campaigns that we could support, 
including the Time is Now declaration, go to https://thetimeisnow.uk/declaration to sign 
up.   

• We can also ensure that our local MPs and councillors know that we care about this, and 
that we want the UK to take action, not just speak fine words. 

• Craftivism for COP26 – knit and crochet for the earth, see 
https://greenchristian.org.uk/craftivism-for-cop26/ for full details. 

• Pray.  It can be easy to forget this, or to think that it won’t make a difference. 

As well as these, we can all take a little time to look at our own lifestyles, and to find some aspect 
where we can reduce, reuse, recycle or refuse more.  We can remind ourselves that enough is 
enough, and that although we need enough for our needs, that is all we need. 

Ely Cathedral Litter Pickers 
Ely Cathedral Litter Pickers meet on the first Saturday of each month at 8am outside the Cathedral 
South Door.  Contact Sue Holgate, smholgate@outlook.com, for more information and to ensure 
there is a hi-viz jacket and everything else you need ready for you. 

Next outings: 2 October, 6 November, 4 December 

                                                        

1 https://together-for-our-planet.ukcop26.org/  

2 https://greenchristian.org.uk/cop-26-glasgow-2021/  
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Saving the Planet One Dishcloth at a Time 

by Rachel Johnson 

A birthday present recently, from a friend in Ely,  started me off on a dishcloth knitting project: 
cotton dishcloths, a simple change anyone could make at any time. Whilst we all know that 
synthetic non-biodegradable dishcloths are not a good cloth to use around the house, and 
probably already use a cotton cloth, the idea of giving cotton dishcloths, patterned, striped, or 
plain knitted, as a present, in order to highlight how they might play a part in the overwhelming 
need to 'save the planet' may not be acted upon by so many people. 

My dishcloth came both patterned and striped, knitted in 100% cotton yarn, with a note attached 
to it, thus: 

Saving the planet, one dishcloth at a time. 
Wash at 40 degrees, reshape 
and use me again and again. 
Do something green today. 

Such a simple way of encouraging friends to make a small change, a gentle example of 'craftivism'. 
My pile of dishcloths for gifts is growing! 

 

 


