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Lent, Holy Week and Easter 2022
Going the way of Christ

Jesus calls us to follow him on the way as we journey through this holy season of Lent. In 
the Renewal of the Covenant we shared with our fellow Christians we acknowledged that 
this task brings challenges and opportunities

Some are easy, others are difficult;
Some bring honour, others bring reproach;
Some are suitable to our natural inclinations and material interests,
Others are contrary to both;
In some we may please Christ and please ourselves;
In others we cannot please Christ except by denying ourselves.

We enter once again into the challenge and call to holiness, to listen, to witness and to 
come to Christ. We pray to ‘deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow him’. May we all 
have a blessed and enriching Lent.

* Incense is used at services marked with an asterisk.
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Sunday 13 March 
Second Sunday of Lent 
Preacher: Canon James Garrard 
Heading to Jerusalem

10.30am Sung Eucharist 
As Jesus is warned of the dangers to him 
all around, he sets his face to Jerusalem 
the beloved city which itself draws God’s 
prophets to it and also turns against them. 
This moving reflection speaks eloquently of 
his determination to follow the path laid out 
for him.

4pm Choral Evensong with Address 
Preacher:  The Dean
Music includes Herbert Howells’ Gloucester 
Service and a setting of words from Psalm 51 
Wash me throughly by David Halls.

Sunday 6 March
First Sunday of Lent  
Preacher: The Dean
The Wilderness Experience

10.30am Sung Eucharist
Today’s Gospel speaks of the temptation of 
Jesus in the wilderness by the Devil. Jesus 
was weakened by lack of food and was 
shown the glittering prizes and 
temptations of power over others that the 
world can offer if we turn our backs on the 
call of God and the needs of our fellow 
human beings. The choir sings William 
Byrd’s Mass for Five Voices.

4pm Choral Evensong with Address
Preacher: Canon Jessica Martin
Music includes Thomas Tomkins’ Thou art 
my King O God from Psalm 44.

Lent Sunday Sermon Series

Going the way of Christ: Our Worship

Wednesday 2 March, 7.30pm
Ash Wednesday Solemn Eucharist with ashing*
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent. It gets its name from the 
practice of ‘ashing’: marking the forehead of each worshipper with the sign of the cross in 
ash, as a remembrance of our mortality, while the priest says to each person ‘Remember that 
you are dust and to dust you shall return.’ Canon James Reveley preaches and music includes 
William Byrd’s Mass for Four Voices and Allegri’s haunting Miserere.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Lord for our sake you fought and overcame the temptations in the wilderness. 

Give us strength in this holy season of Lent to strive against all evil. 

Be with us in our thoughts and plans to spread your word to all lands, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

The Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea.
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Sunday 13 March
Second Sunday of Lent

6.30pm Lent Taizé Service 
at the High Altar
The Taizé community is an ecumenical 
monastic order in Taizé, Saône-et-Loire, 
Burgundy, France. The community searches 
for communion with God through prayer, 
song, silence, personal reflection and 
sharing. It has become one of the world’s 
most important sites of Christian 
pilgrimage, with a focus on youth. Over 
100,000 young people from around the 
world make pilgrimages to Taizé each year. 

The music of Taizé is based on simple 
sentences from the psalms or from 
scripture often sung in canon, and in many 
languages. Services based on this model 
and using the music of Taizé are held in 
churches of all denominations around the 
world.
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Sunday 20 March 
Third Sunday of Lent 
Preacher: Canon Jessica Martin
Fate and its end

10.30am Sung Eucharist 
Our end is truly in the hands of God 
whichever way we come to him. St Luke 
talks of those who were victims of a fateful, 
random accident, and a fig tree that bears 
no fruit, in some of Jesus’ most mysterious 
images. Repentance, turning back to God, 
is something for our lives every day, not 
just as a quick insurance policy at the end. 
The motet is Samuel Sebastian Wesley’s 
Wash me throughly.

4pm Choral Evensong with Address
Preacher: The Revd Mark Rodel, 
Diocesan Fresh Expressions Adviser.
Music includes Sir Edward Bairstow’s 
setting of the words If the Lord had not 
helped me.



Sunday 3 April
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Preacher: Canon James Reveley
Anointed for Burial

10.30am Sung Eucharist 
Canon Reveley preaches on the promise of 
God in the prophecy of Isaiah to give water 
in the wilderness and rivers in the desert, 
and the Gospel account of Jesus’ revivifying 
of Lazarus shortly - a foreshadowing of his 
own resurrection.

St John’s telling of the woman who pours 
very expensive perfume on Jesus’ feet 
identifies her with Mary, sister of Lazarus. 
He refuses to upbraid her, as Judas does, 
for ‘wasteful’ behaviour but sees the act as 
preparation for his burial. The hatred of him 
by the religious authorities extends to their 
plotting against Lazarus as his raising from 
the dead made Jesus an object of adulation 
to the crowds who hung on his every word.

4pm Choral Evensong with Address
Preacher: Mr John Marshall

Sunday 27 March 
Mothering Sunday 
Preacher: The Revd Dr Jenny Gage

10.30am Sung Eucharist with installation 
of probationer Choristers
We honour all who have cared for us; the 
communities which have nurtured us; the 
Church which is our Mother; the tender love 
of our God. The Girl and Boy Choristers sing 
Robert Walker’s A Little Organ Mass of the 
Angels and Elizabeth Poston’s much loved 
Jesus Christ the apple tree. Our probationer 
Choristers are welcomed into the 
Foundation this morning.

4pm Choral Evensong with Address
Preacher: Canon James Garrard
Music includes the UK première of 
Jean-Charles Gandrille’s poignant setting 
of Stabat Mater, the ancient Latin hymn of 
devotion expressing the sufferings of Mary 
during her son’s crucifixion.
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Tuesday 8 March Canon James Reveley | Edmund Aldhouse - Director of Music
Con moto maestoso from Sonata No 3 in A Major - Felix Mendelssohn

Tuesday 15 March Canon James Garrard | Jack Wilson - Graduate Organ Scholar
O Mensch, bewein’ dein’ Sünde groß BWV 622 and Adagio in C BWV 564 - J.S. Bach

Tuesday 22 March Canon Jessica Martin | Andrew Parnell - Assistant Director, 
Ely Cathedral Octagon Singers
Variations on Ave Maris Stella - Andrew Parnell

Tuesday 29 March The Revd Dr Jenny Gage | Sarah MacDonald - Director, Girl Choristers
Schmücke dich BWV 654 and Jesus Christus unser Heiland BWV 655 - J.S. Bach

Tuesday 5 April The Dean | Edmund Aldhouse - Director of Music
Vexilla regis prodeunt - Jeanne Demessieux

Music, Worship and Prayer

Music and Meditation
Tuesdays in Lent, 1pm 
8, 15, 22, 29 March & 5 April
in the Presbytery 
The musicians of Ely Cathedral contribute music exploring themes for Lent and Passiontide. 
The pieces are preceded by a short meditation from one of the Cathedral clergy exploring 
the week’s musical treatment of these themes, both in the music itself and in the theological 
and spiritual threads which can be drawn from it. Music and meditation together last about 
20 minutes.
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Candlelit Compline 
Tuesdays in Lent, 8pm
8, 15, 22, 29 March, 5 & 12 April
in the Lady Chapel
The ancient monastic office of Compline derives its name from a Latin word meaning  
‘completion’. It offers a period of reflective quiet before rest at the end of the day but also 
meditates upon the end of life. This candlelit service is sung by a volunteer choir which leads 
the responses, psalms and sing two anthems. It takes place in the generous and resonant 
space of the Lady Chapel. The service lasts about 30 minutes. 

Eucharist followed by Lent Charity Lunch
Fridays in Lent, 12.10pm
4, 11 March:  Eucharist in St Catherine’s Chapel, lunch in the Cathedral Centre
18, 25 March, 1, 8 April:  Eucharist and Lunch in the Lady Chapel
Come to a simple Eucharist and a short reflection, on Friday lunchtimes during Lent. The 
Mothers’ Union, together with the Pastoral Hospitality Team, will offer Lent lunch at 1pm. All 
donations will go to AFIA (Away from it all), a charity which offers holidays to families who 
would not otherwise be able to have a much-needed break.

Vigil for the Environment via Zoom
Monday 21 March, 7pm
In this Lenten Vigil, psalms of lament will provide a focus for us to acknowledge humanity’s 
wanton misuse of the natural environment, and for us to confess our own part in this and 
to renew our commitment to reducing our impact on the earth. The Vigil will last about 30 
minutes and you are welcome, whether you are a regular participant, or have never attended 
before. Zoom details via our website: www.elycathedral.org
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Feast of St Joseph
Saturday 19 March, 5.30pm 
Festal Evensong 
We celebrate the obedience and faithfulness of Joseph, husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
who trusted the promise of God’s messengers and protected Mary and the infant Jesus in 
times of great danger. The anthem is Edmund Aldhouse’s setting of Joseph dearest, Joseph 
mine.

Feast of the Annunciation
Friday 25 March, 5.30pm
Festal Evensong
in the Lady Chapel
The moment at which the young girl Mary encountered the message of an angel,
announcing to her that she was chosen to bear God himself in her body and turn the world 
of human values and expectations upside-down, has been the focus of intense devotion - in 
music, in art, in prayer and in speech - for millennia. Mary’s intercession is sought for our own 
obedient and attentive service, both in the conduct of our lives and at the hour of death. The 
anthem is The Annunciation by Jonathan Harvey.

Feasts for the Fast

Shrove Tuesday
1 March, 6.15pm
The Choristers’ Pancake Race 
Featuring the boys and girls of Ely Cathedral Choir
Come and enjoy the fun in our Pancake Race when choristers, musicians and clergy will be 
racing down the Nave of the Cathedral.
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Learning and Discipleship

Lent Course: Living in Love and Faith
Mondays in Lent, 6.30pm - 8pm
7, 14, 21, 28 March & 4 April 
in The Ovin Room, at the Cathedral Centre
Led by Canon Jessica Martin and others. Tea, coffee and 
biscuits included. To book please contact Canon Jessica †

Way of Life Breakfast Meetings
Contemplative Prayer
Saturday 12 March & Saturday 2 April, 8.45am - 10am
in Powcher’s Hall
All are welcome to come to breakfast. Coffee, croissants, fruit and juice, with discussion, prayer, 
preparation for the next day’s worship and thinking. This Lent the group is learning about 
contemplative prayer practices.
12 March, Jesus Prayer - led by The Dean. 2 April, Centering Prayer - led by Neil Jones.
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Poetry Readings with Discussion 
via Zoom
Monday 28 March & Monday 4 April, 6.30pm
Malika Booker reads and leads a discussion on
her poems.
28 March - Nine Nights which sets the raising of 
Lazarus on a contemporary Caribbean island. 
4 April - The Garden of  Gethsemane, which 
imagines the agony of Jesus in the garden in a 
Caribbean context. 
These re-imaginings of the events of Holy Week 
help us to refresh and broaden our engagement 
with Jesus’ Passion and Resurrection. 
For Zoom details please contact Canon Jessica †

‘Art of Easter’ Study Day
Presentation with questions and discussion, led by Fiona Lucraft
Saturday 9 April, 10am - 1pm, with coffee break
in the Etheldreda Room, at the Cathedral Centre
Fiona will explore some classic and more modern images of Easter in art, in a session which 
will give input and ask for reflection and questions.

In this season of preparation if you would like to speak about any matters of personal 
faith or spiritual life please do contact Canon Jessica † who will be very happy to help by 
putting you in touch with one of the clergy.

† email:  j.martin@elycathedral.org



Palm Sunday 10 April

10.30am 
Sung Eucharist
We gather on Palace Green to hear the 
Gospel of the Palms, and to follow our Lord 
not only in procession but in heart and 
mind as he enters Jerusalem in royal 
humility to face his death. 

4pm 
Palm Sunday Evensong
The first of the Holy Week Addresses will be 
given by Canon James Reveley.

This year’s Holy Week preacher is 
Canon James Reveley, Canon for 
Congregation and Community.

He said, ‘The addresses trace a path through 
the events of Holy Week and prompt us to 
reflect on our own life journey, walking as 
we do both in and out of step with Jesus, our 
crucified and risen Lord.’
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Tuesday in Holy Week 12 April

7.30pm
Candlelit Compline and Address
The second of the Holy Week Addresses will 
be given by Canon James Reveley.

Wednesday in Holy Week 13 April

7.30pm  
A Meditation in words and music around 
Ēriks Ešenvalds oratorio Passion and 
Resurrection for choir and small orchestra, 
performed by the Façade Ensemble.

Monday in Holy Week 11 April

7.30pm 
Tenebrae
Tenebrae means ‘darkness’ or ‘shadows’.  
The service of Tenebrae, traditionally part 
of the devotions for Holy Week, is a way 
of entering into Jesus’ overshadowing by 
human sin and human violence, the light 
of Christ extinguished by the shadow of 
death, and the darkness of sin. In music, 
silence, scripture and psalmody we look 
towards the death of our Lord.   
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Good Friday 15 April

On Good Friday we watch the death of our 
Lord over the course of three hours, 
keeping company with disciples, 
bystanders, scoffers; with the heartbroken 
and with the indifferent, with the 
compassionate and with the cruel; and we 
stand with all who have witnessed the pains 
of death.

Midday until c.1.15pm 
Preaching of the Cross 
Addresses given by Canon James Reveley  
with hymns and readings.

1.30-3pm
The Liturgy of the Day 
With the singing of the Passion Gospel, the 
Reproaches, and the Veneration of the Cross, 
in which all are invited to participate.

5.30pm 
Choral Evensong
A solemn act of worship for Good Friday.

Maundy Thursday 14 April

10.30am 
Chrism Eucharist with the Blessing of Oils 
and Renewal of Ordination Vows. President 
and Preacher is The Bishop of Huntingdon.

7.30 -11pm 
Eucharist of the Last Supper
with Washing of Feet, Stripping of the 
Altar and Watch of the Passion*
We commemorate Jesus’ institution of 
the Eucharist, the night before his death, 
where bread and wine are named as his 
body broken and his blood shed for 
humanity, to restore a people 
impoverished by sin and mortality into the 
endless life of God. The President washes 
the feet of the people to remind us that, 
like our Lord, our calling is to serve others. 
Canon James Reveley will preach the third 
Address. At the end of the Eucharist we 
hear the Gospel narrative of Jesus’ arrest, 
and the altar is stripped; its richness and 
beauty vanishes, to be replaced by 
darkness, emptiness, and disarray. We 
maintain a prayer vigil, a Watch in St 
Dunstan’s Chapel, remembering Jesus’ 
agony in the Garden of Gethsemane.
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Easter Day 17 April

8.15am 
Holy Communion
A said service, in traditional language with 
a short address.

10.30am 
Orchestral Eucharist* 
A joyful celebration of the risen life of God’s 
people upon Jesus’ resurrection from the 
dead. Canon James Reveley will preach 
and music will include Schubert’s Mass in 
B flat, Easter carols and well-loved hymns.  
The Cathedral will be beautified with floral 
arrangements and parallel worship for 
children will take place in the Lady Chapel 
(see next page for details).

4pm 
Festal Evensong and Procession*
Easter Day Evensong includes Charles 
Wood’s Evening Service in F and a striking 
setting of Tomorrow shall be my dancing day 
by contemporary composer James Burton.

* Incense is used at services marked with 
an asterisk.

Holy Saturday 16 April

A day of mourning, emptiness; a day 
stripped of every adornment.

5.30pm 
Evensong sung to plainsong.

8pm
Easter Vigil with Baptism and 
Confirmation* 
Out of the darkness and sorrow of human 
mortality and violence emerges the light 
and life of God’s presence; in the risen
Jesus, in God’s enduring promise to be with 
his people; in the transforming sacrament 
of baptism. This is the first celebration of 
Easter, with the lighting of the New Fire 
and the Paschal Candle and the bringing 
of that resurrection light into a darkened 
church, the admission of new Christians to 
baptism and communion, and the rising of 
light, joy, colour and life for the first time 
since the events of Good Friday. President 
and Preacher is The Bishop of Huntingdon.
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Children and Families 

Monday 11 - Tuesday 19 April
Easter Prayer Stations 
Around the East End of the Cathedral.

Good Friday 15 April
10am
Worship for Children
Come and hear the story of Easter and decorate the cross. This family-friendly service lasts 
about forty minutes and is followed by an Easter trail on Palace Green and hot cross buns in 
the Cathedral Centre.

10.15am 
Christians Together Walk of Witness
Christians from all over the city gather outside St Mary’s Church for prayer and begin a Walk 
of Witness to the Market square. The procession then moves to the Cathedral for a final short 
act of worship at 11am, followed by refreshments and hot cross buns in the Lady Chapel.

Easter Day 17 April, 10.30am
Eucharist and Easter Egg Hunt
Children and families are very welcome to the Easter Day Cathedral service and there will be 
a parallel act of worship for children in the Lady Chapel. The children also help process the 
decorated cross through the Cathedral and are invited to an Easter Egg Hunt in the Bishop’s 
garden at the end of the service. Join us for beautiful music, joyous hymns and a triumphant 
celebration that Christ is risen.
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Worship is offered daily, all are welcome.

Monday - Saturday
7.30am  Morning Prayer 
  (a short said service with bible readings, canticles and prayers)
8.00am  Holy Communion (said)
5.30pm  Evensong sung by the Cathedral Choir

Sunday
8.15am  Holy Communion 
  (a said service, in traditional language with a short address)
10.30am  Sung Eucharist with music, hymns and sermon
4.00pm  Choral Evensong with short address

On Thursdays there is an additional Eucharist at 12.10pm.
Evening Prayer is also available via Zoom on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
A full list of services and Zoom details can be found on the Cathedral website.
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More details about ‘Lent, Holy Week and Easter’ 
can be found on our website. 
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