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Welcome to Ely Cathedral’s Environmental Newsletter 

https://www.elycathedral.org/social-justice/social-justice-and-the-environment/renew 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/668996277287429/ 

Vigil for the Environment: 21 February 7pm 

This service will be on Zoom, and anyone, anywhere, is very 
welcome to join.  The service will last about 30 minutes, and 
will include readings and prayers, and music for times of 
reflection.  Anyone who prefers to reflect in silence is 
welcome to simply turn down the volume for these.   

This month’s vigil comes the day after World Day of Social 
Justice, so our theme will be environmental action as a form 
of social justice. 

Ely Cathedral Bee Project 

by Sue Holgate 

It was back in May 2018 when, with the 
encouragement of Canon Vicky Johnson, we first 
formed the Cathedral Environment Group (now 
RENEW) with a view to working towards becoming 
an Eco Cathedral using the A Rocha Eco Church 
Awards Scheme.  In April 2020, we attained the 
bronze and silver awards and are working towards 
achieving the gold.   

At this first meeting, many suggestions were put 
forward by members of the Cathedral congregation 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88
433136896?pwd=eklqNUdRd1
RRbGZqSmRiakVEZW85UT09 
 
Meeting ID: 884 3313 6896 
Passcode: 633175 
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one of which was ‘bees in the Dean’s Paddock’.  During the following year three of us expressed an 
interest in learning how to keep bees.  We did a bit of research, met a bee-keeper and eventually 
enrolled in the Cambridgeshire Beekeepers’ Association course in Cambridge during the winter of 
2020.  At this course we met another Ely resident who has joined us. 

We were all set to go in March 2020, but then the first lockdown happened.  The proposal was 
discussed by Chapter later in 2020, and received the green light in January, helped by an 
anonymous donation to help us get the bee project started.   

This was wonderful news and the four of us are now set to go!  When starting off keeping bees it is 
important to have a ‘bee buddy’ to help and guide us.  We are very fortunate to add two more to 
the team, the person who has a beehive in the Bishop’s garden and a lay member of Chapter, who 
is keen on bees!   

We plan to purchase two hives and place 
them in front of the wall at the back of the 
Dean’s Paddock.  This is well away from the 
public and there is very limited access.  The 
hives will be surrounded by fencing to 
protect them from any cattle in the field.   

Only one hive will be populated to begin 
wih, and we have ordered a ‘nucleus’ of 
bees which will be delivered in April/May 
and we will leave them to settle into their 
new home.  The other hive will be for them 
to grow into. 

We would like to thank everyone who has been involved in this project for their support and 
encouragement – it is exciting and something to look forward to.  We will let you know if and 
when we get our first batch of honey! 

Rubbish 

by Jenny Gage 

Not a pleasant topic, but we all create it. 

In January 2019, Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall presented a documentary series, in which he looked 
at what happens to our rubbish – including all the things we so carefully sort into our blue bins.  
He found plastic bags from British supermarkets in rubbish heaps in Malaysia and elsewhere.  
When I visited India in the summer of 2019 with the Cambridgeshire Vellore link, I was horrified to 
see something very similar.  A large area of land was covered with steaming heaps of rubbish, with 
occasional fires obvious.  I wasn’t able to go near enough to see if it included British plastic 
rubbish, but I wouldn’t be at all surprised. 

It is difficult for us, as ordinary citizens, trying to do the right thing, to know how best to act in this 
situation.  One thing we can all do is to try to minimise the amount of plastic waste we create.  
Another is to twin our bins, so that at least we are doing something to alleviate the harm our 
rubbish creates elsewhere in the world. 
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Bin Twinning 

by Rachel Johnson 

 

You are probably now familiar with toilet twinning and tap twinning, both initiatives administered 
by Tearfund, which enable communities in the majority world to live healthier, safer lives and 
provide opportunities for education and work. Joining this vital work is a new initiative, bin 
twinning.  

Some facts1 (not too many): 
à 2 billion people are living among mountains of waste – because nobody collects it. 
à A person dies every 30 seconds from a disease caused by plastic pollution or waste. 
à At least a third of the world’s waste is dumped in the open or burnt. 

You can help to alleviate this overwhelming situation by Twinning Your Bin. 

How does bin twinning work? 

By twinning your bin, you help some of the world’s poorest communities to have their rubbish 
collected, disposed of safely, and recycled. Bin twinning raises funds to set up social enterprises 
that are tackling the mounting waste crisis.  An example: 

à If you choose to twin your bin with a plastics recycling centre in Masaka, Uganda, your 
contribution helps to set up three block paving factories recycling up to 30 tonnes of 
plastic per month. These factories will employ 90 full-time workers, half of whom will 
be disabled. 

à This employment will provide a decent income that is more than twice the local 
average for informal waste pickers. 

à Your support will enable the local partner to raise awareness in schools and 
universities of the dangers of plastic and the importance of recycling. 
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à Also, the local partner is able to lobby the government for greater investment in 
recycling initiatives, and for environmental protection and recycling to become part of 
the national curriculum. (Lobbying also takes place in the UK.) 

Similar schemes are operating in Pakistan, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), and Haiti. 

There are three bin twinning options: you can twin a kitchen bin (£45), a wheelie bin (£45) or, as 
an organisation, twin an industrial size bin (£150). You receive a durable sticker, created in an 
environmentally friendly way. The sticker varies in size to fit the bin. 

You can find more information by going to www.bintwinning.org. You can also twin your bin from 
this website, or ring 0300303 3053. 

 

1 Information from the bin twinning website and printed material, www.bintwinning.org.  

                                                        

 


