
 

1 
Ely Cathedral Environmental Newsletter 7 
19 May 2021 

 

Welcome to Ely Cathedral’s Environmental Newsletter 

https://www.elycathedral.org/social-justice/social-justice-and-the-environment/renew 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/668996277287429/ 

Vigil for the Environment: 21 May 7pm 

This service will be on Zoom, and anyone, 
anywhere, is very welcome to join.  The service will 
last about 30 minutes, and will include readings, 
prayers, music and reflection.   

This month, we meet on the eve of International 
Day for Biological Diversity.  We will hear about the 
Bee Project and hopefully see the peregrine falcons 
through the webcam – two projects undertaken by 
Ely Cathedral to support endangered species. 

Sustainable Living: Food and Farming 

Five East Anglian cathedrals – Chelmford, Ely, Norwich, Peterborough and St Edmundsbury – are 
joining forces on Saturday 12 June to host an online event focused on Sustainable Living: Food and 
Farming. 

We live in an area where farming, and hence our food, provides a significant contribution to the 
regional economy.  We also know that food and farming provide a signfiicant contribution to 
greenhouse gas emissions in our area. 

In this conference, our invited speakers will help us to understand the relationship between these 
issues and our Christian faith. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9475251125?
pwd=Z0xmTGhQdGFIeU1EZHdNQytBZnNL
dz09 

Meeting ID: 947 525 1125 

Passcode: 346516 
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To find out more and book a ticket, go to https://www.sustaininggodscreation.org/.   

Ely Cathedral Bee Project – Update 

Rebecca Mundy 

In RENEWsletter number 6, published in February, one of the Bee Team, Sue Holgate, reported on 
how the project was set up.  In March 2020, the Team had to drop immediate plans because of the 
first lockdown.  This spring, the hives and other equipment have been purchased, and the hives 
are set up and ready.  But here’s Rebecca’s update: 

 You're probably wondering what's happened to spring and also our long awaited bees.  
Well it won't surprise you that the absence of both is connected. 

In January we ordered our nuc* of bees from Beckys Beezzzs who were recommended by 
the Cambridgeshire Beekeepers’ Association (CBKA) during our training course last year.  
They recently emailed us and said how badly the weather has affected bee farming in all 
aspects and the season is around 3 weeks behind. 

                                                        

* For those of you, like me, who don’t know what a ‘nuc’ is – it’s short for nucleus, and it’s a colony of a few 
thousand bees, centred around a queen, and containing workers, drones, a brood, and honey. 

ustainingustainingustaining
od’s

reation

Sustainable Living: Eastern Cathedrals’ online event

Saturday 12 June 10:00 - 12:30

Guest Speakers: 

Dr Hilary Marlow, University of Cambridge, 
Revd Professor Simon Oliver, University of Durham and Durham Cathedral

Professor Mike Rayner, University of Oxford and Chair of Sustain,
Jake Fiennes, Director of Conservation, The Holkham Estate, Norfolk

For full details visit: www.sustaininggodscreation.org
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Nuc production for spring nucs began a little while ago and once they are fully underway 
they will email us with an estimate of when our order will be ready.  As the weather warms 
up, it will help with queen rearing which should speed up nuc production so hopefully our 
bees will be with us soon.  

On a positive note the CBKA is rearranging the practical training sessions that should have 
taken place this time last year.  This means the Bee Team should get some very valuable 
hands on experience just before the arrival of the bees - perfect timing! 

Ely Cathedral Litter Pickers 

It’s time to don the hi-viz jacket and gloves and get going again!  Ely Cathedral Litter Pickers are 
joining forces with Ely Litter Pickers, meeting on Saturday 22 May at 10am outside the Cathedral 
West Door.  Contact Sue Holgate, smholgate@outlook.com, for more information and to ensure 
there is a hi-viz jacket and everything else you need ready for you. 

Ely Litter Pickers are planning a Great British Spring Clean on 12 June, with smaller litter picks 
between 28 May and 13 June.  https://www.facebook.com/groups/elylitterpicking/ to find out 
more. 

Twin your fridge and help save lives* 

by Rachel Johnson 

Last year, when the pandemic hit, Tap Twinning was launched to 
raise urgent funds for our Covid response.  The response was 
incredible – more than £500,000 was donated in just a few months 
to help improve water access, hygiene and public health 
awareness. 

A year on, the pandemic continues to wreak havoc across the 
world, pushing more and more vulnerable communities into 
extreme poverty.  Now, more than 40 million people are going 
hungry because of Covid. Lockdowns and restrictions have left 
many without work and unable to feed their families. 

That is why Fridge Twinning is now being launched to help families 
put food on their table.  In many nations, Covid is an emergency 
within an emergency, amid conflict, the climate crisis and natural 
disasters such as drought.  There are no social safety nets, no food 
banks or furlough schemes in countries such as Afghanistan, South 
Sudan, Yemen and Democratic Republic of Congo, which are among 
the worst hit 

Our partners are extending their support to vulnerable 
communities – beyond water, hygiene and sanitation projects, to distribute basic food supplies 

                                                        

* Information adapted from the Toilet Twinning website. 



 

4 
Ely Cathedral Environmental Newsletter 7 
19 May 2021 

and cash vouchers.  And they are providing training and resources to help people start small 
businesses.  

What does this support mean ‘on the ground?’ 

Beans and Rice 

Your twinned fridge will provide emergency supplies of beans, rice and other basics. This vital food 
aid is a lifeline for vulnerable families who need your help now. 

Small Business Support 

Your twinned fridge will enable families to start a small business. This could be growing crops, 
fishing, rearing animals or another enterprise. 

Healthcare 

Covid-19 cases and deaths are being massively under-reported in poorer countries.  Many people 
are too scared to go for testing for fear of getting infected while at the health centre; others fear 
rejection if they become known as ‘infected’. 

By donating £30 to twin your fridge, you can help provide emergency food and livelihood support 
to families across the world who are suffering most from the economic impact of Covid. In return 
you will receive a set of fridge magnets, so that, when you are permitted to welcome family and 
friends into your home once more, you can to show your support for this venture. 

Fridge Twinning is going to save lives. Please take a look at the website for more info: 
https://appeals.toilettwinning.org/ 


