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Welcome to Ely Cathedral’s Environmental Newsletter 
https://www.elycathedral.org/social-justice/social-justice-and-the-environment/renew 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/668996277287429/ 

Vigil for the Environment: 21 July, 7pm 
This service will be on Zoom, and anyone, 
anywhere, is very welcome to join.  The 
service will last about 30 minutes, and will 
include readings, prayers, music and 
reflection.   

This month, we welcome as our guest 
speaker, Canon Nigel Cooper, Chaplain at 
Anglia Ruskin University, and well known in 
local environmental circles. 

It was really good to welcome Theodora Spufford and Tim and Sue Thompson, representing Café 
Church, at our June Vigil.  We heard about all that they have been doing planting bulbs and bee 
friendly flowers around the Cathedral grounds, and also what motivated them to take on this 
work.  We cannot forget that today’s young people are the ones who will bear a much greater 
burden from climate change than those of us who have contributed so much more to the problem 
across our lifetimes. 

Ely Cathedral Litter Pickers 
It’s time to don the hi-viz jacket and gloves and get going again!  Ely Cathedral Litter Pickers will be 
in action again, meeting on Saturday 7 August at 8am outside the Cathedral South Door.  Contact 
Sue Holgate, smholgate@outlook.com, for more information and to ensure there is a hi-viz jacket 
and everything else you need ready for you. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9475251125?pwd=Z
0xmTGhQdGFIeU1EZHdNQytBZnNLdz09 

Meeting ID: 947 525 1125 

Passcode: 346516 



 

2 
Ely Cathedral Environmental Newsletter 8 
18 July 2021 

Heaven & Earth Festival 
Well, it should have taken place in the summer of 2020, but at last it is here!  Gaia has taken up 
residence in Ely Cathedral, creating an amazing focal point for an event to highlight and address 
the very real issue of climate change.  If you haven’t already been into the Cathedral to see it, 
don’t miss it – not just Gaia, but much more besides – before the end of the month. 

We have been blessed with two excellent speakers so far.  Canon Peter Sills (Vice-Dean between 
2004 and 2008) talked on ‘Walking the Path of Hope’, and Hannah Malcolm (an ordinand, and 
winner of the first Church Times Theology Slam) presented ‘Grief and Courage in a Dying World’.  If 
you missed these, videos and texts can be found at https://www.elycathedral.org/learning/adult-
learning.   

The two remaining talks are on Tuesday 20 July and Thursday 29 July, both starting at 6.30pm.  If 
you would like to attend in the Cathedral, please book through the Cathedral website, or you can 
access them through the live-stream (links are on the same webpage).  

Ely Cathedral Green Fair 

31 July, from 9.30am 

You may remember that in February 2020, we 
submitted our application to A Rocha for the silver 
Eco Church award, which we duly received around 
April that year.  One of the items recommended by 
A Rocha was that church’s think about holding a 
Green Fair … and on 31 July, the first such will take 
place on Cross Green (next to the Cathedral). 

We will be hosting eco-friendly stalls, including 
those selling home-made and locally made 
products, local environmental groups, and much 
more. 

For more information, go to: 
https://www.elycathedral.org/events/ely-cathedral-green-
fair  

Ely Cathedral Bees 
by Rebecca Mundy 

July 17th marked a month since the arrival of the Ely 
Cathedral bees and thankfully it’s a case of so far, so good! 

The Cathedral beehive is a superorganism and all the bees, 
the queen, workers and drones, must carry out their roles 
to keep the colony alive and thriving.  Regular inspections 
by the Bee Team (right – preparing for action) take place to 
make sure the bees are exhibiting their normal behaviour 
patterns. 
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The queen only mates once, in the first few weeks 
of her life.  After that her duty is to lay eggs in 
cells prepared by the worker bees and as there is 
only one queen in a hive she is essential for the 
colony’s survival.  On the Bee Team’s latest 
inspection there was no sign of the queen – 
however this is not unusual as they are quite shy 
creatures.  The presence of eggs and larvae 
reassured the Team that she is still there, and that 
there was no need for this group of beginner 
beekeepers to panic!   

When you see honey bees gathering pollen and 
nectar it will be the workers.  They also make wax, 
feed the larvae and clean the cells. The workers in 
the Cathedral hive have been particularly busy 
building up the new colony.  Because of this extra 
work, and the recent unsettled weather, the Bee 
Team has been supplementing them with sugar 
and water syrup.  Fresh wax comb filled with 
nectar spotted at the most recent inspection is a 
positive sign that the bees no longer need extra 
supplies and that the flowers of Ely are meet ing 
their needs. 

The drone has just one task and that is to mate 
with virgin queens.  They are quite easy to 
distinguish as they are larger than the queen and 
workers and the Bee Team, despite their 
inexperience, have had no trouble spotting them. 

Carrying out these inspections has given the Bee 
Team a heightened awareness of our 
environment.  Is it too hot, too cold, too wet?  
What plants are in flower, are they blooming 
earlier or later than usual?  Is there enough 
water?  How can we help these creatures but not 
interfere too much?  All definite food for thought. 

However the overriding feeling of being a 
member of the Bee Team is joy.  Joy from 
watching these small but incredibly complex and 
clever creatures in action.  Joy from being out in beautiful surroundings.  And the joy of sharing 
this beekeeping journey with others.   

 


